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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE THE EXCEPTIONAL ATHLETICISM AND CITIZENSHIP OF TREVOR LAWRENCE, STARTING QUARTERBACK OF THE CLEMSON TIGERS’ FOOTBALL TEAM FROM 2018 TO 2020, AND TO CONGRATULATE HIM FOR BEING THE NUMBER ONE DRAFT PICK IN THE 2021 NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE DRAFT BY THE JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, beaming with pride the South Carolina Senate delightedly pauses in their deliberations to honor the athletic accomplishments of Trevor Lawrence and applaud his selection as the 2021 Number 1 NFL draft pick by the Jacksonville Jaguars; and

Whereas, born in 1999 in Knoxville, Tennessee, he attended Cartersville High School in Cartersville, Georgia, where he played football and basketball.  As a freshman on the varsity football team, he had 3,042 yards and 26 touchdowns, and as a sophomore, he passed for 3,655 yards and 43 touchdowns.  By his junior year, The Atlanta Journal‑Constitution named him the Player of the Year, having completed 250 of 406 passes for 3,904 yards and 51 touchdowns.  In his senior year, he broke the Georgia state record for passing yards and passing touchdowns and received numerous national high school player of the year honors.  In three years, he led his team to forty‑one straight victories, including two state championships and four region titles, and was widely regarded as one of the best high school quarterback prospects of all time; and

Whereas, the five‑star college recruit Trevor Lawrence delighted Tiger fans and Coach Dabo Swinney when he committed to play for Clemson University.  After just four games into his freshman year at Clemson, Coach Swinney named him the team’s starter; and

Whereas, college Rookie Lawrence led Clemson to an undefeated regular season and a 42‑10 victory over Pittsburgh in the ACC Championship Game.  In the College Football Playoff (CFP), the Tigers, ranked No. 2 in the playoff rankings, defeated No. 3 Notre Dame, 30‑3, in the 2018 Cotton Bowl Classic, and then trounced Alabama, 44‑16, the Crimson Tide’s worst loss under Nick Saban, to claim the 2019 College Football National Championship game.  Trevor Lawrence claimed Offensive MVP honors for the game and became the first true freshman quarterback to start for a national championship since 1985.  He threw for 3,280 passing yards and 30 touchdowns on the season; and

Whereas, in his sophomore year, he helped lead Clemson to another undefeated regular season and another ACC Championship Game victory, this time over Virginia.  A 29‑23 victory against Ohio State in the 2019 Fiesta Bowl, for which Lawrence again won Offensive MVP honors, brought the Tigers to the national championship game for the second consecutive year.  In his second season he posted 3,665 passing yards and 36 touchdowns in fifteen games; and

Whereas, Mr. Lawrence returned for his junior season with the Tigers amid the Covid Pandemic. In his first six games of the season, he threw for 1,833 passing yards with 17 touchdowns. After testing positive for COVID‑19, he had a 10‑day quarantine per ACC protocols, causing him to miss two games.  After he returned to the team, he helped to guide the Tigers back to the ACC Championship Game. Having lost to Notre Dame in his absence, the Tigers defeated the Irish in the rematch to win the conference title game for the third straight year.  He completed his final season with the Tigers with 3,153 passing yards and 24 touchdowns in just ten games; and

Whereas, he was named the 2021 ACC Player of the Year, and finished second in voting for the Heisman Trophy.  He had 34 wins in 36 games as the Tigers’ starting quarterback and never lost a regular‑season game with a career total of 10,098 yards passing.  He is the only quarterback to win three ACC Championship Games and ranks third in league history with 90 touchdowns.  All the while, Lawrence managed to graduate with a degree in marketing in December of 2020 in just three years’ time; and

Whereas, the South Carolina Senate appreciates the pride and recognition that Trevor Lawrence has brought to Clemson University and to the Palmetto State, and wish him continued success in the NFL with the Jacksonville Jaguars. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, recognize the exceptional athleticism and citizenship of Trevor Lawrence, starting quarterback of the Clemson Tigers’ football team from 2018 to 2020, and congratulate him for being the number one draft pick in the 2021 National Football League Draft.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Trevor Lawrence of the Jacksonville Jaguars.
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