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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 31‑1‑900, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE HEIRS’ PROPERTY COMMISSION TO ADDRESS THE LEGAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH HEIRS’ PROPERTY, TO PROVIDE FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION, TO PROVIDE FOR REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE HOUSING FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY TO CHAIR THE COMMISSION AND FOR THE AGENCY TO PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT TO THE COMMISSION.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_7e1071101]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_2afec9160][bookmark: dl_e20bd89a1]SECTION 1.	Article 9, Chapter 1, Title 31 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T31C1N900_6234b9a72][bookmark: ss_T31C1N900SA_lv1_60df560f7]	Section 31‑1‑900.	(A) There is established the “Heirs’ Property Commission”, which is created to address the legal and economic issues associated with heirs’ property. The commission shall be comprised of:
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S1_lv2_7e93b6497]		(1) a member of the Real Estate Practices Section of the South Carolina Bar or his designee, appointed by the Governor, who shall serve as chairman;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S2_lv2_a92ec2c19]		(2) a representative of the Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S3_lv2_fa4cd754e]		(3) the Secretary of Transportation or his designee;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S4_lv2_6c07629c8]		(4) a Master‑in-Equity, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S5_lv2_440751280]		(5) a member representing county government, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S6_lv2_5977a9001]		(6) a member representing municipal government, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S7_lv2_2998cc899]		(7) a member representing the Coastal Conservation League, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S8_lv2_5f2b4829d]		(8) a member representing Habitat for Humanity South Carolina, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S9_lv2_05d6fa4e8]		(9) a member representing the Lowcountry Gullah Foundation, appointed by the Governor;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S10_lv2_42bd59911]		(10) a member of the Real Estate Practices Section of the South Carolina Bar appointed by the President of the Senate; and
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S11_lv2_6203f25ad]		(11) a member of the Real Estate Practices Section of the South Carolina Bar appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900SB_lv1_d8e8e209a]	(B) The commission shall review issues related to heirs’ property in South Carolina and their impact on the families and the economic development opportunities for South Carolina.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900SC_lv1_50576c46b][bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S1_lv2_da48089e7]	(C)(1) The commission shall report to the Governor and the General Assembly  within  four years of the effective date of this section, setting forth its activities, the state of heirs’ property in the State, data collected, and any recommendations for policy or legislative changes to help families with heirs’ property clear title, to improve economic development opportunities for South Carolina, and to prevent new occurrences of heirs’ property.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S2_lv2_2c0b44bc9]		(2) Data collected by the commission shall include:
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900Sa_lv3_4cf34e72d]			(a) information regarding the number and total acreage of lots that are designated as heirs’ property in each county;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900Sb_lv3_7a9040ed5]			(b) information regarding the number and total acreage of heirs’ property land sold at tax sales and whether the purchaser is an heir;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900Sc_lv3_4521e8e97]			(c) information regarding the economic impact of heirs’ property, including loss of economic development due to issues with land designated as heirs’ property;
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900Sd_lv3_4b308b37b]			(d) information regarding non‑profit groups in South Carolina that provide services to owners of heirs’ property; and
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900Se_lv3_5f7d42b3d]			(e) information regarding resources available to assist families to clear title of the heirs’ property and to prevent further occurrences of heirs’ property.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900S3_lv2_01395b590]		(3) The commission shall collect information from state agencies and local governments for its report. State agencies and local governments shall provide the commission with information that the commission requests and requires in the performance of its duties.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900SD_lv1_468d9d3eb]	(D) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate staff from the Senate and the House, in equal number from each chamber, to provide administrative support to the commission as the commission requests and requires in the performance of its duties.
[bookmark: ss_T31C1N900SE_lv1_2dac3a764]	(E) A member of the commission may not receive compensation but may receive the usual subsistence, mileage, and per diem as provided by law for state boards, commissions, and committees.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_d4e28549e]SECTION 2.	The commission shall review the Heirs’ Property Study Committee Report issued to the General Assembly on December 30, 2022, and identify suggestions and steps for implementation for policy changes, and report recommendations for legislative changes to the General Assembly.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_5eb3fd24b]SECTION 3.	 The commission shall provide an annual progress report providing preliminary findings or recommendations to the General Assembly.  The commission shall provide the first annual progress report on December 30, 2024.  Thereafter, the commission shall provide the report required pursuant to Section 31-1-900(C)(1) on December 30, 2026, to the General Assembly.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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