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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-612 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE BLACK SKIMMER IS THE OFFICIAL SEABIRD OF THE STATE.

[bookmark: wa_90f7b81cb]Whereas, the Black Skimmer is a medium‑sized specialized seabird that can be found in the coast zones of South Carolina year-round; and

[bookmark: wa_574634bd5]Whereas, skimmers are distinctive and unique as the only birds in the world with a longer lower mandible than upper mandible; and

[bookmark: wa_f8733bb70]Whereas, the black skimmer demonstrates a feeding behavior that is considered one of the most graceful and picturesque of all seabirds; and

[bookmark: wa_90463c110]Whereas, the South Carolina State Wildlife Action Plan (2015) has listed the Black Skimmer as a Species of Highest Priority in need of conservation; and

[bookmark: wa_09a5ec804]Whereas, the Black Skimmer nests in superlative numbers on Crab Bank Island as well as other nesting islands inside Cape Romain NWR and has a history of relying on the SC Department of Natural Resources Seabird Sanctuary network of islands; and

[bookmark: wa_42b15a5f8]Whereas, the Black Skimmer and the habitat it relies on and the threats affecting its population, is representative of many other coastal shorebirds and seabirds that are listed as state‑threatened and federally threatened and endangered; and

[bookmark: wa_60641c66e]Whereas, Black Skimmers and other similar South Carolina coastal birds add to the unique and beautiful character of South Carolina, increasing quality of life. Now, therefore,

[bookmark: ew_ce30b025e]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d62300503][bookmark: dl_29d176acc][bookmark: open_doc_here]SECTION 1.	Article 9, Chapter 1, Title 1 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T1C1N612_49011b981]	Section 1-1-612.	The Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) is the official seabird of the State.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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