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TO:   ALL AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL  

  AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

FROM:  THE HONORABLE DAVID HIOTT, CHAIRMAN 

 

DATE:  FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

There will be a meeting of the Agriculture Committee Thursday, February 15th at 9:00 a.m. 

in Room 410 of the Blatt Building.  The following matters are on the agenda:  

 

H. 4704 -- Reps. Loftis, Burns, Erickson, Chumley, Yow, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hixon, 

McCravy and Pitts:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 48-39-130, AS AMENDED, CODE OF 

LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PERMITS TO UTILIZE CRITICAL 

AREAS, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO ISSUE GENERAL PERMITS UNDER CERTAIN 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS: FAVORABLE 
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H. 4683 -- Reps. Hewitt, Fry, Erickson, Clemmons, Duckworth, Yow, Martin, Hardee, 

Johnson, McGinnis, Crawford, Anderson, Herbkersman, Burns, Sottile, Hixon, Taylor, 

Arrington and D.C. Moss:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH 

CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT THE “BEACHFRONT MANAGEMENT REFORM ACT”; 

TO AMEND SECTION 44-1-60, RELATING TO APPEALS FROM DECISIONS OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL GIVING RISE TO 

CONTESTED CASES, SO AS TO EXCLUDE DECISIONS TO ESTABLISH BASELINES OR 

SETBACK LINES FROM THE APPEAL PROCEDURES; TO AMEND SECTION 48-39-10, 

RELATING TO COASTAL TIDELANDS AND WETLANDS DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO 

REDEFINE THE TERM “PRIMARY OCEANFRONT SAND DUNE” FOR PURPOSES OF 

ESTABLISHING A BASELINE AND TO DEFINE THE TERM “STORM SURGE”; AND TO 

AMEND SECTION 48-39-280, RELATING TO THE STATE’S FORTY-YEAR RETREAT 

POLICY, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE USE OF HISTORICAL AND SCIENTIFIC DATA 

THAT ACCOUNTS FOR EFFECTS OF NATURAL PROCESSES WHEN DETERMINING 

EROSION RATES, TO ESTABLISH THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL MUST ESTABLISH BASELINES AND SETBACK LINES 

FOR CERTAIN AREAS AND UNDER CERTAIN GUIDELINES, TO PROHIBIT THE USE 

OF DATA FROM AN AREA IMPACTED BY A STORM SYSTEM OR EVENT NAMED BY 

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FOR TWO YEARS AFTER THE STORM, TO 

REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO GRANT A REVIEW OF A BASELINE OR SETBACK 

LINE FOR A LANDOWNER, A MUNICIPALITY, COUNTY, OR ORGANIZATION 

ACTING ON BEHALF OF A LANDOWNER THAT SUBMITS SUBSTANTIATING 

EVIDENCE SHOWING AN ADVERSE AFFECT ON HIS PROPERTY AND TO 

ESTABLISH GUIDELINES FOR REVIEW. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS: FAVORABLE 

 

H. 4836 -- Rep. Ott:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

1976, BY ADDING SECTION 49-11-236 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IF A DAM WHICH 

FAILED OR SUFFERED A BREACH BETWEEN OCTOBER 1, 2015, AND OCTOBER 15, 

2015, HAS A PUBLIC ROAD OR HIGHWAY IN THE STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

RUNNING ACROSS THE TOP OF IT AND HAS NOT BEEN REPAIRED OR IS NOT 

CURRENTLY UNDER REPAIR, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHALL 

PROCEED IMMEDIATELY WITH THE PROCESS OF REPAIRING THE PUBLIC ROAD 

OR HIGHWAY ATOP THE DAM, IF SUITABLE RIGHTS OF WAY OR EASEMENTS 

AFFORD THE STATE OR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION THE RIGHT TO 

DO SO WITHOUT THE NECESSITY OF SAVING OR REPAIRING THE DAM, AND TO 

PROVIDE THAT IF SUITABLE RIGHTS OF WAY OR EASEMENTS DO NOT EXIST 

OVER WHICH THE PUBLIC ROAD OR HIGHWAY SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED, THE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHALL BEGIN THE PROCESS OF ACQUIRING 

THEM BY ALL AVAILABLE LAWFUL MEANS SO THAT THE PUBLIC ROAD OR 
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HIGHWAY CAN BE PUT BACK INTO SERVICE FOR THE USE OF THE GENERAL 

PUBLIC AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

AGRICULTURE: FAVORABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 


