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THE COMMITTEE ON

INVITATIONS AND MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS

To whom was referred a Concurrent Resolution (H. 4578), to request the Department of Transportation to name the Southern Connector of Interstate 85 in Greenville County the “Buck Mickel Memorial Southern Connector”, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass:

RONALD N. FLEMING, for Committee.

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO NAME THE SOUTHERN CONNECTOR OF INTERSTATE 85 IN GREENVILLE COUNTY THE “BUCK MICKEL MEMORIAL SOUTHERN CONNECTOR” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS REFLECTING THIS DESIGNATION.

Whereas, Buck Mickel was one of South Carolina’s and Greenville County’s most distinguished business and civic leaders whose wealth of knowledge and experience acquired over the fifty years of his professional life and public service made him a trusted advisor and mentor to many business people and public servants throughout the county, State, and nation; and

Whereas, after serving in World War II as a United States Maritime Academy Midshipman and in the Korean War as a First Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers, Mr. Mickel’s remarkable business career began in 1948 with Daniel Construction Company, later acquired by the Fluor Corporation in Greenville, South Carolina.  He took Daniel Construction Company from a regional player to a global construction giant with expertise in many markets.  At the time Fluor became interested in acquiring Daniel in 1977, Fluor was principally a maker of industrial equipment for the petroleum industry.  From this acquisition emerged Fluor Daniel, the principal subsidiary of the Fluor Company, an international engineering, construction, and diversified services company.  Mr. Mickel retired from his executive positions with Fluor in March, 1987, but remained a director until his retirement in December, 1997.  He passed away July 23, 1998; and

Whereas, Mr. Mickel received numerous awards and recognitions for his many contributions and achievements, including our state’s highest honor, the “Order of the Palmetto”, in 1977, and being named South Carolina’s “Businessman of the Year” in 1983 by the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce; and

Whereas, Mr. Mickel was a respected civic and community leader who served as a Life Trustee of Clemson University, a trustee of Converse College, a trustee of Brookgreen Gardens, and a member of the Advisory Boards of the South Carolina Foundation of Independent Colleges; and

Whereas, it is fitting and proper that the Southern Connector, a sixteen mile, four lane freeway facility with five interchanges which begins at the I‑385 and U.S. Route 276 split and extends south and west to existing Interstate 85 at its interchange with I‑85, be designated the “Buck Mickel Memorial Southern Connector”.  This highway is an important addition to the transportation infrastructure of Greenville County and its booming economy and naming the Southern Connector in memory of Mr. Mickel will be a visible legacy of all his important contributions to the community.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly request that the Department of Transportation name the Southern Connector in Greenville County the “Buck Mickel Memorial Southern Connector” and erect appropriate signs or markers reflecting this designation.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the family of Mr. Mickel and the Department of Transportation.
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