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A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 56‑5‑6410, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE USE OF A CHILD PASSENGER RESTRAINT SYSTEM IN A MOTOR VEHICLE THAT TRANSPORTS A CHILD UNDER SIX YEARS OF AGE, SO AS TO Provide THAT a child four years of age or more who cannot sit with their backs straight against the vehicle seat back cushion with knees bent over a vehicle’s seat edge must be secured by a belt-positioning booster seat prescribed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 56‑5‑6410 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 115 of 1999, is further amended to read:


“Section 56-5-6410.
Every driver of a motor vehicle (passenger car, pickup truck, van, or recreational vehicle) registered in this State or primarily operated on the highways and streets of this State when transporting a child under six years of age upon the public streets and highways of the State shall must provide an appropriate child passenger restraint system and shall must secure the child as follows: 


(1)
Any A child three years of age or less from birth to twenty pounds and one year of age must be properly secured in a rear facing child restraint system safety seat which meets the standards prescribed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 


(2)
Any A child four or five years of age who is between twenty pounds and one year of age to forty pounds and age four must be secured by a in a forward facing child safety belt seat provided in the motor vehicle unless properly secured in a child restraint system which meets the standards prescribed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 


(3)
A child up to the age of six years who is between forty and eighty pounds must be secured by a belt-positioning booster seat.  The belt‑positioning booster seat must be used with both lap and shoulder belts.  A booster seat must not be used with a lap belt alone.


(4)
If a child up to the age of six years is over eighty pounds, the child may be restrained in an adult seat belt.  If a child under the age of six years can sit with his back straight against the vehicle seat back cushion, with his knees bent over the vehicle’s seat edge without slouching, the child may be moved out of the booster seat into the regular back seat and secured by the adult seat belt.

Any child restraint system of a type sufficient to meet the physical standards prescribed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration at the time of its manufacture is sufficient to meet the requirements of this article.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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