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THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

To whom was referred a Bill (S. 524) to amend the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding Section 59‑26‑87 so as to require, in addition to licensure, that school social workers, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/SECTION
1.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59-26-87.
The State Department of Education shall provide professional certification for School Social Workers in South Carolina.  Professional certificates shall be offered at the advanced level.  To renew certification as a School Social Worker, the individual must complete the requirements according to regulations promulgated by the State Board of Education.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor./

Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

WARREN K. GIESE for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑26‑87 SO AS TO REQUIRE, IN ADDITION TO LICENSURE, THAT SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS BE CERTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND COMPLETE SIX SEMESTER HOURS WITHIN FIVE YEARS FOR RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑26‑87.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is employed in a public school as a school social worker must be certified by the Department of Education in addition to being licensed pursuant to Title 40, Chapter 63.  To renew certification as a school social worker, the individual must have completed, within five years of being certified, six semester hours of course work related to the education profession,  and as approved by the board, from an accredited institution of higher education.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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