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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO MEMORIALIZE PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO UTILIZE EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVES AND VOLUNTARY SEPARATION INCENTIVES WHEN IMPLEMENTING A REDUCTION IN FORCE AT THE SAVANNAH RIVER SITE.

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly of South Carolina have learned with deep concern that the Department of Energy has notified employees at the Savannah River Site that it is considering implementing a reduction in force; and

Whereas, the employees at the Savannah River Site are outstanding.  Their dedication to and hard work for safety and support of this country’s defense has been exemplary, and they continue to demonstrate a dedication to the mission at hand; and

Whereas, the Department of Energy and its contractors should put a program in place which will minimize or eliminate any involuntary separation of employees.  Any reduction in force should be accomplished through early retirement incentives and voluntary separation incentives; and

Whereas, the State of South Carolina during its recent period of revenue shortfalls and reduced budgets, in order to lessen the effects on its loyal employees, instituted both an early retirement incentive program where the State would buy extra retirement time that would enable employees to retire early, and a voluntary separation program which would pay a separation allowance for these employees who were separated from service but were not eligible to retire; and

Whereas, these early retirement and voluntary separation incentive programs substantially lessened the financial impact on the local communities concerned where the number of state employees working in that area was reduced; and

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly believe that the Bush Administration and the Department of Energy should also use similar programs to mitigate any involuntary separation of employees at the Savannah River Site.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of South Carolina memorialize President George W. Bush and the Department of Energy to utilize early retirement incentives and voluntary separation incentives when implementing a reduction in force at the Savannah River Site.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to President George W. Bush, the Department of Energy, and each member of the South Carolina Congressional Delegation.
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