Wednesday, May 17, 2006

(Statewide Session)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2006


Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter

The House assembled at 10:00 a.m.

Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Charles E. Seastrunk, Jr., as follows:

Our thought for today is from Psalm 119:66: “Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I believe in your commands.”

Let us pray. Lord, fix our eyes on the important things that confront us today. Focus our lives on those things You have called us to do in this hallowed hall. Bless each of these men and women, that the work they do may be to Your honor and glory, and the people of this State may prosper because of the actions done here. Bless our Nation, President, State, Governor, Speaker, Representatives and staff with wisdom and courage. Keep our defenders of freedom safe in Your care and comfort those who wait at home in their hours of loneliness and anxiety. Let them know of Your presence. In the name of our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED

Rep. SIMRILL moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in memory of Johnny Gill of Rock Hill, which was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 16, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has appointed Senators Leatherman, Land and Thomas of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate on H. 4810:

H. 4810 -- Ways and Means Committee: A BILL TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS AND TO PROVIDE REVENUES TO MEET THE ORDINARY EXPENSES OF STATE GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2006; TO REGULATE THE EXPENDITURE OF SUCH FUNDS; AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT DURING THE FISCAL YEAR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 16, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has appointed Senators Leatherman, Land and Thomas of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate on H. 4812:

H. 4812 -- Ways and Means Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE MONIES FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2005-2006.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 991 -- Senators Ryberg, Land and Moore: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 34-21-40, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO SECURING OF FUNDS RECEIVED OR HELD IN TRUST BY A BANK OR TRUST COMPANY, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF SECURITY.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1174 -- Senators McConnell and Ford: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 42-3-25, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION, SO AS TO ELIMINATE THE POSITION OF EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 42-3-80, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT OF THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION, SO AS TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 42-3-50, RELATING TO THE EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 368 -- Senators Leatherman, O'Dell, Setzler and Knotts: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-3215 SO AS TO PROVIDE A PREFERENCE IN THE STATE PROCUREMENT PROCESS FOR A RESIDENT DESIGN PROFESSIONAL, AND TO DEFINE "DESIGN SERVICES" AND "RESIDENT" FOR THIS PURPOSE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1162 -- Senators Grooms, Reese and Verdin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 23-9-45, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CLASS D FIRE EQUIPMENT DEALER LICENSES AND PERMITS, TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, AND LICENSE AND PERMIT FEES, SO AS TO FURTHER SPECIFY REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN EQUIPMENT LICENSES AND PERMITS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DIVISION OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL SHALL ESTABLISH FEES FOR EQUIPMENT LICENSES AND PERMITS IN REGULATION, WHICH MAY BE REVISED EVERY TWO YEARS, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT THE INITIAL FEES MAY NOT EXCEED THE CURRENT FEES OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR LICENSES AND TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS FOR PERMITS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1147 -- Senators O'Dell, McGill and Knotts: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 40-79-230, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSURE TO ENGAGE IN AN ALARM SYSTEM BUSINESS, SO AS TO SPECIFY THE NATIONAL TRAINING COURSE REQUIREMENTS TO BE LICENSED TO ENGAGE IN THE BURGLAR ALARM BUSINESS OR THE FIRE ALARM BUSINESS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 766 -- Senator Verdin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 58-23-40, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY FOR COMPENSATION ON ANY IMPROVED PUBLIC HIGHWAY OF THIS STATE, SO AS TO PROHIBIT ANY MOTOR VEHICLE CARRIER FROM ADVERTISING OR HOLDING HIMSELF OUT AS AN OPERATOR FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS OR PROPERTY WITHOUT FIRST HAVING OBTAINED A CERTIFICATE FROM THE OFFICE OF REGULATORY STAFF; TO AMEND SECTION 58-23-80, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN ARTICLES 1 THROUGH 12 OF CHAPTER 23 IN TITLE 58, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ANY PERSON VIOLATING THOSE PROVISIONS MAY BE IMPRISONED FOR A TERM NOT TO EXCEED THIRTY DAYS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 58-23-590, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE CARRIERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A CARRIER OPERATING IN VIOLATION OF THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN ARTICLES 1 THROUGH 12 OF CHAPTER 23 IN TITLE 58 MAY BE IMPRISONED FOR A TERM NOT TO EXCEED THIRTY DAYS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 1031 -- Senators Campsen, McConnell, Martin, Peeler, Bryant, Mescher, Grooms, Hayes, Ryberg, Richardson, Fair, Leatherman, Alexander, Scott, Gregory, Thomas, Courson, O'Dell, Ritchie, Verdin, Leventis, Ford and Drummond: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 13, ARTICLE I OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE TAKING OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT PRIVATE PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE CONDEMNED BY EMINENT DOMAIN FOR ANY PURPOSE OR BENEFIT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE PURPOSE OR BENEFIT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, UNLESS THE CONDEMNATION IS FOR PUBLIC USE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 229 -- Senator Grooms: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 16-17-655 SO AS TO CREATE THE OFFENSE OF ENGAGING IN A HOG-DOG FIGHTING EVENT OR A HOG-DOG RODEO, TO DEFINE THE TERMS "HOG-DOG FIGHTING EVENT" AND "HOG-DOG RODEO", AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR A VIOLATION.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1084 -- Senators McConnell, Ritchie, Bryant, Campsen, Ford, Ryberg, Knotts and Alexander: A BILL TO ENACT THE "UNBORN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE ACT OF 2006" BY ADDING SECTION 16-3-1083, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WHO COMMITS A VIOLENT CRIME THAT CAUSES THE DEATH OF, OR INJURY TO, A CHILD IN UTERO IS GUILTY OF A SEPARATE OFFENSE AND THAT THE PERSON MUST BE PUNISHED AS IF THE DEATH OR INJURY OCCURRED TO THE UNBORN CHILD'S MOTHER; TO SPECIFY CERTAIN ELEMENTS THAT ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE PROVEN; TO PROVIDE THAT THE PERSON MUST BE PUNISHED FOR MURDER OR ATTEMPTED MURDER IF THE PERSON INTENTIONALLY KILLED OR ATTEMPTED TO KILL THE UNBORN CHILD; TO PROHIBIT IMPOSING THE DEATH PENALTY FOR AN OFFENSE PROSECUTED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION; AND TO PROHIBIT THE PROSECUTION OF A PERSON FOR CONDUCT RELATED TO AN ABORTION IF PROPER CONSENT WAS OBTAINED AND TO MEDICAL TREATMENT OF A PREGNANT WOMAN AND OF A WOMAN WITH RESPECT TO HER UNBORN CHILD.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1045 -- Senators Ritchie, Bryant, Campsen and Knotts: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 20-1-230, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF A MARRIAGE LICENSE, SO AS TO REDUCE THE MARRIAGE LICENSE FEE FOR COUPLES THAT COMPLETE A QUALIFYING PREMARITAL PREPARATION COURSE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1029 -- Senators Campsen, McConnell, Martin, Peeler, Bryant, Mescher, Grooms, Hayes, Ryberg, Richardson, Fair, Leatherman, Alexander, Scott, Gregory, Thomas, Courson, O'Dell, Ritchie, Verdin, Leventis, Anderson, Ford and Knotts: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO CREATE AN EMINENT DOMAIN STUDY COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE CONDEMNATION AUTHORITY OF ALL ENTITIES THAT POSSESS THE POWER OF EMINENT DOMAIN IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO RECOMMEND LEGISLATIVE CHANGES, IF APPROPRIATE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1314 -- Judiciary Committee: A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 2, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 79 TO CREATE THE ORDER OF THE SWORD AND MACE, THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR THAT MAY BE AWARDED TO LIVING PERSONS OR AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; TO RECOGNIZE STATE CITIZENS FOR EXCELLENCE, VALOR, OR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE METHOD OF SELECTING HONOREES.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. TOWNSEND, from the Committee on Education and Public Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 100 -- Senator Richardson: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS Of SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59-25-280 SO AS TO PROVIDE DIFFERENT SALARY SUPPLEMENTS FOR TEACHERS CERTIFIED BY THE NATIONAL BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS, PROVIDE FOR LOANS TO TEACHERS FOR THE NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION APPLICATION FEE, PROVIDE FOR FORGIVENESS OF THE LOANS PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS, AND PROVIDE FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS; BY ADDING SECTION 59-25-290 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF A COMMISSION TO DETERMINE NECESSARY CHANGES TO THE SALARY SCHEDULE FOR TEACHERS AND PROVIDE ITS COMPOSITION; AND TO AMEND SECTION 59-18-1530, RELATING TO TEACHER SPECIALISTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE IN THE CALCULATION OF COMPENSATION FOR TEACHER SPECIALISTS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. TOWNSEND, from the Committee on Education and Public Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 148 -- Senators Campsen and Fair: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59-39-112 ENACTING THE "SOUTH CAROLINA RELEASED TIME CREDIT ACT", SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAY AWARD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ELECTIVE CARNEGIE UNITS FOR THE COMPLETION OF RELEASED TIME CLASSES IN RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE RELEASED TIME CLASSES MUST BE EVALUATED ON THE BASIS OF PURELY SECULAR CRITERIA.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. TOWNSEND, from the Committee on Education and Public Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 1107 -- Senator Hawkins: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-17-130(A) OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO HIGH SCHOOL COURSES IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE, TO PROVIDE THAT A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY GIVE CREDIT AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE TO A PUPIL WHO SATISFACTORILY COMPLETES A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1318 -- Senators Anderson and Fair: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 20 TO CHAPTER 7, TITLE 44 SO AS TO ENACT THE "HOSPITAL INFECTIONS DISCLOSURE ACT" AND TO REQUIRE HOSPITALS AND AMBULATORY SURGICAL FACILITIES TO COLLECT DATA AND SUBMIT REPORTS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL CONCERNING HOSPITAL ACQUIRED INFECTIONS, TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT IN DEVELOPING THE METHODOLOGY FOR DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS, TO PROVIDE SANCTIONS FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY, TO PROVIDE FOR PATIENT PRIVACY, AND TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF THESE REPORTS TO THE PUBLIC.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1058 -- Senators Hutto, Gregory, Hawkins, Campsen, Cleary, Lourie, Alexander, Martin and Short: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 40-71-20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN RECORDS, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT A FACILITY OR ACTIVITY LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL HAS A DUTY TO REPORT ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS PURSUANT TO THE DEPARTMENT'S REGULATIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 44-30-60, RELATING TO THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION ACQUIRED OR PRODUCED BY THE EXPERT REVIEW PANEL, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT A FACILITY OR ACTIVITY LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT HAS A DUTY TO REPORT ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS PURSUANT TO THE DEPARTMENT'S REGULATIONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 44-7-315, RELATING TO DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION REGARDING A FACILITY OR HOME, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT DISCLOSE ACCIDENT OR INCIDENT REPORTS, FACILITY RECORDS, OR COPIES OF FACILITY RECORDS SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT BY A FACILITY OR ACTIVITY LICENSED OR SUBJECT TO INSPECTION BY THE DEPARTMENT.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 910 -- Senators Knotts, Peeler and Ford: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 40-33-39 SO AS TO REQUIRE NURSES TO WEAR AN IDENTIFICATION BADGE; TO AMEND SECTION 40-33-32, RELATING TO NURSING LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO REVISE THE TYPE OF DOCUMENT THAT MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR PROOF OF IDENTITY AND AGE; TO AMEND SECTION 40-33-34, RELATING TO THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE AUTHORIZED FOR VARIOUS LEVELS OF NURSING AND REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN SPECIFIED ACTS OF NURSING, SO AS TO CLARIFY INFORMATION THAT MUST BE PROVIDED BY NURSES WITH PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY WHEN WRITING PRESCRIPTIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 40-33-35, RELATING TO LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR OUT-OF-STATE NURSES, SO AS TO REVISE THE TYPE OF DOCUMENT THAT MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR PROOF OF IDENTITY AND AGE; TO AMEND SECTION 40-33-36, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF NURSING LICENSES, INCLUDING REQUIREMENTS FOR TEMPORARY AND LIMITED LICENSES, SO AS TO ALSO APPLY THESE REQUIREMENTS TO TEMPORARY AND LIMITED LICENSES OF ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSES; TO AMEND SECTION 44-33-40, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS FOR DEMONSTRATING COMPETENCY FOR INITIAL AND RENEWAL LICENSURE, SO AS TO CLARIFY CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS AND TO APPLY CERTAIN OF THESE REQUIREMENTS TO INDIVIDUALS SEEKING REINSTATEMENT OF A LAPSED OR INACTIVE STATUS OR LICENSURE OF A PERSON WHO IS AUTHORIZED TO PRACTICE OUT-OF-STATE; AND TO AMEND SECTION 40-33-190, RELATING TO THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMPLAINTS, HEARINGS, AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO ALLEGED VIOLATIONS CONCERNING THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF NURSES, SO AS TO FURTHER CLARIFY THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THESE MATTERS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 217 -- Senator Grooms: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20-7-2723 SO AS TO REQUIRE ALL GROUP CHILDCARE HOMES AND FAMILY CHILDCARE HOMES THAT DO NOT CARRY LIABILITY INSURANCE TO OBTAIN STATEMENTS FROM EACH PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF A CHILD ENROLLED IN THE CHILDCARE FACILITY INDICATING THAT THE PARENT HAS RECEIVED NOTICE FROM THE FACILITY THAT THE FACILITY DOES NOT CARRY LIABILITY INSURANCE AND TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO INFORM EACH GROUP CHILDCARE HOME AND FAMILY CHILDCARE HOME OF THIS REQUIREMENT.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1379 -- Senators Jackson, Matthews, Lourie, Anderson, Malloy, Elliott, Scott, Patterson, Hutto, Setzler, Rankin, Leventis, McGill and Cleary: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE TO JOINTLY UNDERTAKE A STUDY OF THE TREATMENT OF OBESITY, INCLUDING THE COMPILATION OF DATA ON THE TREATMENT OF OBESITY THROUGH BARIATRIC SURGERY PERFORMED AT FACILITIES CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR BARIATRIC SURGERY AS CERTIFIED BARIATRIC SURGERY CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE COMPARED TO FACILITIES NOT CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR BARIATRIC SURGERY.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5144 -- Rep. Bannister: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE CONGRATULATIONS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL SCHOOL BOYS TENNIS TEAM OF GREENVILLE COUNTY FOR ITS OUTSTANDING DETERMINATION AND HARD WORK THROUGHOUT ITS SEASON AND ON CAPTURING THE 2006 CLASS AA/A BOYS TENNIS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE FOR THE EIGHTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. BANNISTER, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 5145 -- Rep. Bannister: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL SCHOOL BOYS TENNIS TEAM, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS, AND FACULTY AT A DATE AND TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOGNIZING THE TENNIS TEAM FOR CAPTURING THE CLASS AA/A BOYS TENNIS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the privilege of the floor of the South Carolina House of Representatives is extended to representatives of the Christ Church Episcopal School Boys tennis team, school administrators, and faculty, at a date and time to be determined by the Speaker, for the purpose of recognizing the tennis team for capturing the Class AA/A Boys Tennis State Championship.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5146 -- Rep. Weeks: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE LATAE HUDSON OF SUMTER COUNTY FOR BEING NAMED YOUTH OF THE YEAR BY THE SALVATION ARMY BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF THE CAROLINAS AND TO COMMEND HER FOR HER EXTENSIVE COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5147 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER JOHN HEWITT OF THE ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5148 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER KEVIN SULLIVAN OF THE ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5149 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER JASON ZIKE OF THE ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5150 -- Rep. J. E. Smith: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE VICTORY WASHINGTON FOR HER OUTSTANDING WORK ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO COMMEND HER ON BEING NAMED THE STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION'S FEMALE STATE 


EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR FOR THE RICHLAND AND LEXINGTON CHAPTER.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5151 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER CHARLES CABANISS, CAPTAIN OF THE ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5152 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER KYLE QUINN OF THE ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5153 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER CHRISTOPHER J. DOTY OF THE YORK COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5154 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER TIMOTHY E. LEE OF THE YORK COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5155 -- Rep. Norman: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND COMMEND OFFICER TIMOTHY J. CARROLL OF THE YORK COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT FOR HIS OUTSTANDING BRAVERY AND HEROISM IN PROTECTING SOUTH CAROLINIANS FROM ARMED AND DANGEROUS CRIMINALS, AND TO WISH HIM ALL THE BEST IN THE COMING YEARS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5156 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR PHYLLIS M. TUCKER OF ANDERSON COUNTY FOR HER OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCATION OF SOUTH CAROLINA'S YOUTH, AND TO WISH HER ALL THE BEST UPON HER RETIREMENT.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5157 -- Reps. Huggins, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE MICKEY LINDLER FOR HER OUTSTANDING WORK ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO COMMEND HER ON BEING NAMED THE STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION'S RETIRED STATE EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR FOR THE RICHLAND AND LEXINGTON CHAPTER.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. SCOTT, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 5158 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR TO THE PLAYERS, COACHES AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS OF THE RIDGE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL "BLAZERS" TRACK AND FIELD TEAM ON A DATE AND AT A TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, extend the privilege of the floor to the players, coaches and school officials of the Ridge View High School Blazers Track and Field Team on a date and at a time to be determined by the Speaker.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5159 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE THE RIDGE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL "BLAZERS" TRACK AND FIELD TEAM OF RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2 ON ITS AAAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE AND TO HONOR ITS ATHLETES AND THEIR COACHES ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5160 -- Rep. Huggins: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA UPON THE PASSING OF MRS. JOAN CAROLYN HIGHTOWER LEWIS, AND 

TO OFFER HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5161 -- Rep. Agnew: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR LUKE CHRISTIE OF DUE WEST, SOUTH CAROLINA, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION'S 2006 NATIONAL GOODWILL AMBASSADOR AND TO WISH HIM AND HIS FAMILY ALL THE BEST AS THEY TRAVEL THE COUNTRY SPREADING THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION'S MESSAGE OF HOPE AND COMPASSION.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5162 -- Reps. Govan, Rivers, Bowers, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER-4 FREDERICK JENKINS FOR TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OF HEROIC SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS AND TO HONOR HIM ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FOR PROUDLY DEFENDING HIS COUNTRY IN TIME OF NEED.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5163 -- Reps. McGee, Branham, Coates, J. Hines, M. Hines, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO OFFER THE WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONORABLE AND MRS. BAXTER HICKS HARWELL, JR., OF FLORENCE COUNTY ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY ON JUNE 9, 2006, AND TO EXTEND TO THEM BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED HAPPINESS IN THE YEARS TO COME.

Whereas, Nancy and Hicks Harwell were united in holy matrimony on June 9, 1956, at the home of the bride’s parents at 1224 Jackson Avenue in Florence, and on Friday, June 9, 2006, the couple will celebrate the momentous occasion of their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary; and 

Whereas, the couple met on a blind date at the beach on spring holidays during Nancy’s ninth‑grade year and Hicks’ eleventh‑grade year.  According to Hicks, however, this was not the first time he laid eyes on the love of his life.  On many a Saturday, Hicks’ Uncle Joe took him downtown for ice cream to Nancy’s father’s place of business, Cockfield’s Drugstore, and it was there that Hicks first saw Nancy sitting at the counter.  He was five years old and she was all of two‑and‑a‑half years old at the time; and

Whereas, the son of Baxter Hicks and Lacy Harwell, Hicks Harwell graduated from McClenaghan High School, attended one year of college at Sewanee and then attended one year of college at Presbyterian College before joining the Army during the Korean Conflict; and 

Whereas, while stationed in Germany, Hicks sent many love notes home to the woman he called “Dearest”.  He signed most of the postcards sent from Germany and Paris “Love, Pierre”.  In addition to his lanky good looks, Hicks’ sense of humor was what really attracted Nancy to this kind and outgoing young man from the country community of Mars Bluff; and 

Whereas, the younger daughter of Triz Van and Mattie Cockfield, the former Nancy Crum Cockfield also graduated from McClenaghan High School where she was valedictorian of her class. She attended college at Salem College before graduating with a degree in secondary education from the University of South Carolina; and 

Whereas, engaged at Christmas of 1954, it was January of 1956 when Hicks completed his tour of duty and Nancy picked up her beloved at the old Seaboard Air Line Railroad Passenger Depot on Gervais Street; and 

Whereas, eighteen months after they became engaged, the couple exchanged wedding vows in the presence of family and intimate friends.  The bride carried a bouquet of stephanotis and lilies of the valley and wore a lovely gown of embroidered Swiss organdy.  She also wore her grandmother’s wedding ring on her right hand; and 

Whereas, Anne Marie Miller served as the Maid of Honor; Mrs. Jack Richardson served as Matron of Honor; Bridesmaids were Frankie Davis, Anne Harwell, and Jody Hill; the Best Man was Baxter Hicks Harwell, Sr.; Groomsmen were Lacy Rankin Harwell, David W. Harwell, Dr. Jack Richardson, and Hemrick Salley, Jr.; and

Whereas, Nancy went on to devote her professional career to teaching.  She taught many subjects over her more than twenty years as an educator.  A great lover of all languages, her favorite subject was always her beloved Latin.  Hicks went on to graduate from the University of South Carolina and obtain his law degree from Cumberland while Nancy taught; and 

Whereas, Nancy’s devotion to Hicks was evident as she supported him unquestionably through the years as he built a successful law practice in Florence.  She also stood by his side as he ran for and served in countless political offices and served on numerous community boards and organizations; and

Whereas, among his many professional accomplishments and with Nancy by his side, Hicks was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives in the late 1970’s and then again in the late 1980’s serving to the mid‑1990’s before his election as circuit judge for the Twelfth Judicial Circuit; and

Whereas, Nancy is active in the community in her own right as a member of the Florence Garden Club, a sustaining member of the Florence Junior League, and a member of the Palmetto Council. Together the Harwells are long‑time and active members of First Presbyterian Church of Florence where Nancy remains involved in her church circle; and  

Whereas, they are the proud parents of three daughters: Jennie Harwell‑Lee, Rankin Harwell‑Hammond, and Ashley Harwell‑Beach.  They are also the devoted grandparents of five wonderful grandchildren: Lacy Lee, Nancy Rankin Hammond, Will Hammond, Hicks Beach, and Avie Beach.  An avid hunter, Hicks also cherishes his two dearly loved hunting dogs:  Yip and Yap; and 

Whereas, when Hicks Harwell sent a postcard to his “Dearest” on November 4, 1955, that ended with the closing line “Yours forever in the bonds of devotion”, he certainly meant it.  This loving couple celebrates an impressive milestone in their lives marking fifty years of love, devotion, and mutual support on June 9, 2006, and with close family gathered around they will celebrate the richness and beauty of their lasting commitment to each other.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, offer the warmest congratulations to the Honorable and Mrs. Baxter Hicks Harwell, Jr., of Florence County on the occasion of their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary on June 9, 2006, and extend to them best wishes for continued happiness in the years to come.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honorable and Mrs. Baxter Hicks Harwell, Jr., of Florence County.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5164 -- Reps. Ballentine, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MAJOR ROBERT BENI STREET II, OF IRMO WHO WAS AWARDED THE BRONZE STAR FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS SERVICE DURING HIS SERVICE IN IRAQ.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 1425 -- Senator Lourie: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE CONGRESS TO MANDATE NEWBORN SCREENING TESTING FOR SEVERE COMBINED IMMUNODEFICIENCY TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF SENSELESS DEATHS ASSOCIATED WITH A LATE DIAGNOSIS OF THIS OFTEN DEADLY DISEASE.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.

INTRODUCTION OF BILL  

The following Joint Resolution was introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committee:

S. 1408 -- Senator Drummond: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE AND LOCAL TAX STUDY COMMITTEE TO REVIEW STATE AND LOCAL TAXES, TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A RESTRUCTURING OF TAX METHODS USED IN THIS STATE.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

ACTING SPEAKER SCARBOROUGH IN CHAIR

ROLL CALL

The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as follows:

	Agnew
	Allen
	Altman

	Anderson
	Anthony
	Bailey

	Bales
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Battle
	Bowers

	Brady
	Branham
	Breeland

	G. Brown
	J. Brown
	R. Brown

	Cato
	Ceips
	Chalk

	Chellis
	Clark
	Clemmons

	Clyburn
	Coates
	Cobb-Hunter

	Coleman
	Cooper
	Dantzler

	Delleney
	Duncan
	Edge

	Emory
	Frye
	Funderburk

	Govan
	Hagood
	Haley

	Hamilton
	Hardwick
	Harrell

	Harrison
	Harvin
	Hayes

	Herbkersman
	J. Hines
	M. Hines

	Hinson
	Hiott
	Hodges

	Hosey
	Howard
	Huggins

	Jefferson
	Kennedy
	Kirsh

	Leach
	Limehouse
	Littlejohn

	Loftis
	Lucas
	Mack

	Mahaffey
	Martin
	McCraw

	McGee
	McLeod
	Merrill

	Miller
	J. H. Neal
	J. M. Neal

	Neilson
	Norman
	Ott

	Owens
	Parks
	Perry

	Phillips
	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts

	M. A. Pitts
	Rhoad
	Rice

	Rivers
	Sandifer
	Scarborough

	Scott
	Simrill
	Sinclair

	Skelton
	D. C. Smith
	G. R. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	W. D. Smith
	Stewart

	Talley
	Taylor
	Thompson

	Toole
	Townsend
	Tripp

	Umphlett
	Vaughn
	Walker

	Weeks
	Whipper
	White

	Whitmire
	Witherspoon
	Young


STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE

I came in after the roll call and was present for the Session on Wednesday, May 17.

	Kenny Bingham
	Gloria Haskins

	Harold Mitchell
	Bessie Moody-Lawrence

	G. Murrell Smith
	Douglas Jennings

	Ted Vick
	Todd Rutherford

	Ralph Davenport
	Thad Viers

	Bill Cotty
	


Total Present--122

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

Announcement was made that Dr. Gary Delaney of Orangeburg is the Doctor of the Day for the General Assembly.

SPEAKER IN CHAIR

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Rep. LITTLEJOHN presented to the House the Broome High School Boys "Centurions" Track Team, the 2006 Class AA Champions, their coach and other school officials. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Rep. NORMAN and the York Delegation presented to the House the Fort Mill High School Marching Band, the 2005 Class AAAA Champions, their directors and other school officials. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Reps. BAILEY, YOUNG and CHELLIS presented to the House the Pinewood Preparatory School Boys Golf Team, the South Carolina Independent Schools Association AAA Champions, their coaches and other school officials. 

ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:

H. 5143 -- Reps. McGee, Coates, Branham and J. Hines: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 239 OF 1981, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE FLORENCE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 BOARD OF TRUSTEES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF FLORENCE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 ELECTED FROM SEATS 3, 6, AND 9 AT THE MAY 2006 ELECTION SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS TO EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 31, 2010, AFTER THEIR SUCCESSORS ELECTED AT THE NOVEMBER 2010 ELECTION QUALIFY AND TAKE OFFICE.

ORDERED ENROLLED FOR RATIFICATION

The following Bills were read the third time, passed and, having received three readings in both Houses, it was ordered that the title of each be changed to that of an Act, and that they be enrolled for ratification:

S. 1154 -- Senators Fair, Peeler, Verdin, Land, O'Dell, Mescher, Short, Martin, Alexander and Scott: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SUBARTICLE 22 TO ARTICLE 30, CHAPTER 7, TITLE 20 OF THE 1976 CODE SO AS TO ENACT THE "INTERSTATE COMPACT FOR JUVENILES" WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, PROVIDES FOR AN INDEPENDENT COMPACT OPERATING AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER ONGOING COMPACT ACTIVITY, GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR ALL MEMBER STATES ON A NATIONAL GOVERNING COMMISSION, RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY, A MANDATORY FUNDING MECHANISM SUFFICIENT TO SUPPORT ESSENTIAL COMPACT OPERATIONS, AND COLLECTION OF STANDARDIZED INFORMATION; AND TO REPEAL SUBARTICLE 21, ARTICLE 30, CHAPTER 7, TITLE 20, RELATING TO THE INTERSTATE COMPACT ON JUVENILES.

S. 772 -- Senator Mescher: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-5-3650, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO MOTORCYCLE FOOTRESTS, HANDLEBARS, AND REAR VIEW MIRRORS, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT SPECIFIES THE SIZE AND POSITION OF A MOTORCYCLE'S HANDLEBARS.

S. 1133 -- Senators Alexander, Bryant, Martin, Malloy, Mescher, Lourie, Gregory and Knotts: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56-5-3870 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE TO BE EQUIPPED WITH OR FOR THE OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE TO EMPLOY A RADAR OR LASER JAMMING DEVICE, AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY.

S. 985--REQUESTS FOR DEBATE

The following Bill was taken up:

S. 985 -- Senators Leatherman, Leventis and Pinckney: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 6-1-530(B) OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE USE OF REVENUE FROM THE LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX, TO PROVIDE THAT A COUNTY WHICH COLLECTS ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN ACCOMMODATIONS TAXES MAY USE THE REVENUE COLLECTED FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN SECTION 6-1-530(A) AND POLICE, FIRE PROTECTION, EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES, AND EMERGENCY-PREPAREDNESS OPERATIONS DIRECTLY ATTENDANT TO THOSE FACILITIES.

The Ways and Means Committee proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (Doc Name  COUNCIL\GJK\21219SD06):

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:

/SECTION
1.
Section 6‑1‑530(B) of the 1976 Code, is amended to read:


“(B)(1)
In a county in which at least nine hundred thousand dollars in accommodations taxes is collected annually pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the revenues of the local accommodations tax authorized in this article may also be used for the operation and maintenance of those items provided in (A)(1) through (6) including police, fire protection, emergency medical services, and emergency‑preparedness operations directly attendant to those facilities.



(2)
In a county in which less than nine hundred thousand dollars in accommodations taxes is collected annually pursuant to Section 12-36-920, an amount not to exceed twenty percent of the revenue in the preceding fiscal year of the local accommodations tax authorized pursuant to this article may be used for the additional purposes provided in item (1) of this subsection.”

SECTION
2.
Section 6‑1‑730(B) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(B)(1)

In a county in which at least nine hundred thousand dollars in accommodations taxes is collected annually pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the revenues of the hospitality tax authorized in this article may be used for the operation and maintenance of those items provided in (A)(1) through (6) including police, fire protection, emergency medical services, and emergency‑preparedness operations directly attendant to those facilities.


(2)
In a county in which less than nine hundred thousand dollars in accommodations taxes is collected annually pursuant to Section 12-36-920, an amount not to exceed twenty percent of the revenue in the preceding fiscal year of the local hospitality tax authorized pursuant to this article may be used for the additional purposes provided in item (1) of this subsection.”
SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor./

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. LITTLEJOHN explained the amendment.

Reps. MAHAFFEY, PERRY, LEACH, COATES, MCGEE, MILLER, COOPER, J. H. NEAL, J. BROWN, HOSEY, HINSON, MERRILL, DANTZLER, HODGES, CHELLIS, ANDERSON, FUNDERBURK, JEFFERSON, R. BROWN and CLEMMONS requested debate on the Bill.

S. 572--AMENDED AND DEBATE ADJOURNED

The following Bill was taken up:

S. 572 -- Senators Leatherman and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE SUPERSEDES ANY OTHER CONFLICTING LAW; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-3850 SO AS TO REDESIGNATE THE FORMER SECTION 11-35-4020 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-4420 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND THE AFFECTED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN MATTERS PENDING BEFORE OR APPEALED FROM THE PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-35-40, 11-35-45, 11-35-210, 11-35-310, 11-35-410, 11-35-450, 11-35-510, 11-35-540, 11-35-710, 11-35-810, 11-35-820, 11-35-830, 11-35-845, 11-35-1030, 11-35-1210, 11-35-1220, 11-35-1230, 11-35-1240, 11-35-1410, 11-35-1510, 11-35-1520, ALL AS AMENDED, SECTIONS 11-35-1525 and 11-35-1528; AND  SECTIONS 11-35-1530, 11-35-1550, 11-35-1560, 11-35-1575, 11-35-1825, 11-35-2010, 11-35-2030, 11-35-2210, 11-35-2410, 11-35-2440, 11-35-2710, 11-35-2720, 11-35-3020, 11-35-3030, 11-35-3040, 11-35-3060, 11-35-3220, 11-35-3230, 11-35-3240, 11-35-3245, 11-35-3410, 11-35-3510, 11-35-3820, 11-35-3840, 11-35-4210, 11-35-4220, 11-35-4230, 11-35-4340, 11-35-4410, 11-35-5220, 11-35-5230, 11-35-5240, 11-35-5260, AND 11-35-5270, ALL AS AMENDED, ALL RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE, SO AS TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, DELETE REFERENCES TO THE OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES OR DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE TERMS "CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER", "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICE", OR "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICER", AND TO PROVIDE, FURTHER THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD DESIGNATE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICE OR SUBDIVISION OF THE BOARD OR OFFICER OR POSITION OF THE BOARD; TO REPLACE REFERENCES OF PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR "GOODS AND SERVICES" WITH "SUPPLIES, SERVICES, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY", REFINE AND CONFORM VARIOUS COMPETITIVE BIDDING MODES, TO INCREASE MAXIMUM DOLLAR THRESHOLDS IN SEVERAL INSTANCES, TO REDUCE THE POTENTIAL BIDDERS TO BE RANKED IN CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FROM FIVE TO THREE, TO REDUCE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT ALLOWING WAIVER OF A BOND AND SECURITY, AND TO ADJUST SMALL PURCHASE THRESHHOLDS AND AGENCY BASELINE CERTIFICATION; TO PROVIDE THAT A GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE A GOAL THAT TEN PERCENT OF ITS TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF PROCUREMENT FUNDS EXPENDED BE WITH A MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND TO INCREASE THE TAX CREDIT FOR DEALING WITH AN MBE TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY OVER TEN YEARS; TO SHORTEN THE PROTEST DEADLINE; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND AN AFFECTED GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN A REVIEW OR APPEAL OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE OR LEGAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO THE PROCUREMENT CODE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3350, RELATING TO TAX CREDITS FOR STATE CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS WITH MINORITY FIRMS, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CREDIT TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY FOR TEN YEARS; AND TO REPEAL SUBARTICLE 11 OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS IN KIND OF ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; SECTION 11-35-1270, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR CERTAIN SERVICES, AND SUBARTICLE 5 OF ARTICLE 15, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW.

Reps. TOOLE AND WHIPPER proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (Doc Name COUNCIL\AGM\18483MM06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/ SECTION ___.
Section 11‑35‑1524 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 333 of 2002, is further amended by adding an appropriately numbered subsection at the end to read:


“(   )
Best Value Preference.  A preference must be provided to vendors who show the most positive economic impact based on an economic model to be determined by the Board of Economic Advisors and approved by the State Budget and Control Board.  The model may include, but is not limited to, consideration and analysis of economic and employment multiplier effects, net economic benefit to employment and the suitability, capacity, competency, and acceptability of the item or service to the specific functions and needs of the State, using State Budget and Control Board approved software that utilizes the following criteria for retaining the maximum dollars within this State including, but not limited to:



(1)
Products made in South Carolina.  ‘Made’ means to assemble, fabricate, or process component parts into a finished end‑product, the value of which assembly, fabrication, or processing is a significant portion of the value of the finished end‑product.



(2)
Products manufactured in South Carolina.  ‘Manufactured’ means to make or process raw materials into a finished end‑product.



(3)
Products grown in South Carolina. ‘Grown’ means to produce, cultivate, raise, or harvest timber, agricultural produce, or livestock on the land, or to cultivate, raise, catch, or harvest products or food from the water, which results in an end‑product that is locally derived from the product cultivated, raised, caught, or harvested.



(4)
Services provided by workers residing in South Carolina.



(5)
End‑products from South Carolina.  ‘End‑product’ means the item sought by the governmental body of the State and described in the solicitation including all component parts and in final form and ready for the use intended by the governmental body.


(B)
Application.  Competitive procurements made by governmental bodies must be made from vendors based on the impact studies and vendor‑provided certified information in connection with those studies as determined pursuant to subsection (A).


(C)
Exceptions.  This section does not apply to any solicitation, bid, offer, or procurement where the contract award is less than twenty‑five thousand dollars.


(D)
Enforcement.  A bidder must be suspended or debarred from doing business with the State in accordance with Section 11‑35‑4220 if the chief procurement officer determines that the certification made by the bidder with respect to the information provided in compliance with subsection (A) is not valid.” /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. TOOLE explained the amendment.

Rep. COOPER spoke against the amendment.

Rep. NORMAN spoke against the amendment.

Rep. COOPER moved to table the amendment.

Rep. MCGEE demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:

Yeas 42; Nays 62

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:

	Barfield
	Battle
	Branham

	Breeland
	G. Brown
	J. Brown

	Coleman
	Cooper
	Delleney

	Emory
	Hamilton
	Hardwick

	Harvin
	M. Hines
	Hiott

	Jennings
	Kirsh
	Littlejohn

	Lucas
	Mahaffey
	McCraw

	Miller
	Moody-Lawrence
	J. M. Neal

	Neilson
	Norman
	M. A. Pitts

	Rivers
	Rutherford
	Sandifer

	Skelton
	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith

	G. R. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	W. D. Smith

	Stewart
	Talley
	Thompson

	Tripp
	Vaughn
	White


Total--42

 Those who voted in the negative are:

	Agnew
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Bailey
	Bales
	Ballentine

	Bannister
	Bingham
	Bowers

	Brady
	R. Brown
	Cato

	Ceips
	Chalk
	Chellis

	Clark
	Clemmons
	Clyburn

	Coates
	Cotty
	Dantzler

	Duncan
	Edge
	Frye

	Funderburk
	Haley
	Harrell

	Harrison
	Hayes
	Herbkersman

	J. Hines
	Hinson
	Hodges

	Hosey
	Huggins
	Jefferson

	Leach
	Limehouse
	Martin

	McGee
	McLeod
	Merrill

	Mitchell
	Ott
	Owens

	Parks
	Phillips
	Pinson

	E. H. Pitts
	Rhoad
	Rice

	Scarborough
	Scott
	Simrill

	Sinclair
	Taylor
	Toole

	Townsend
	Walker
	Weeks

	Whitmire
	Young
	


Total--62

So, the House refused to table the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. TALLEY proposed the following Amendment No. 2 (Doc Name  COUNCIL\MS\7432AHB06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/  SECTION ___.A.
Section 12‑6‑3360(M)(3) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 145 of 2005, is further amended by adding at the end a new undesignated paragraph:


“Notwithstanding another provision of law, ‘new job’ includes an apprenticeship created by a taxpayer when the taxpayer employs an apprentice as defined by the applicable state occupational or professional licensing board described in Title 40 or, if a state licensing board does not exist, as defined by The National Apprenticeship Act, 29 U.S.C. 50, and applicable regulations.  The eligibility of the apprenticeship for the tax credit is not contingent on the amount of gross wages associated with it, except that the amount must be that amount required, if any, by the applicable state licensing board or the standards of apprenticeship as provided in 29 CFR 29.5. The apprenticeship also must meet the other standards established by the applicable state licensing board or as established in 29 CFR 29.5. The apprenticeship program must be certified to the department as eligible for the credit by the applicable state occupational or professional licensing board or the Office of Apprenticeship Training, Employer and Labor Services, U.S. Department of Labor, or its designee.”

B.
Notwithstanding the effective date provided in this act, the provisions of this SECTION take effect July 1, 2006.  /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. COOPER raised the Point of Order that Amendment No. 2 was out of order in that it was not germane to the Bill.

Rep. TALLEY argued contra.

SPEAKER HARRELL stated that the Bill dealt with the procurement code and tax credits and that the Amendment dealt with tax credits. He therefore overruled the Point of Order.

Rep. TALLEY explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. SCARBOROUGH moved to adjourn debate on the Bill, which was agreed to.  

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR

Rep. LUCAS moved that the House recur to the Morning Hour, which was agreed to.

S. 572--DEBATE ADJOURNED

Rep. SCARBOROUGH moved to adjourn debate upon the following Bill, which was adopted:

S. 572 -- Senators Leatherman and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE SUPERSEDES ANY OTHER CONFLICTING LAW; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-3850 SO AS TO REDESIGNATE THE FORMER SECTION 11-35-4020 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-4420 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND THE AFFECTED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN MATTERS PENDING BEFORE OR APPEALED FROM THE PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-35-40, 11-35-45, 11-35-210, 11-35-310, 11-35-410, 11-35-450, 11-35-510, 11-35-540, 11-35-710, 11-35-810, 11-35-820, 11-35-830, 11-35-845, 11-35-1030, 11-35-1210, 11-35-1220, 11-35-1230, 11-35-1240, 11-35-1410, 11-35-1510, 11-35-1520, ALL AS AMENDED, SECTIONS 11-35-1525 and 11-35-1528; AND  SECTIONS 11-35-1530, 11-35-1550, 11-35-1560, 11-35-1575, 11-35-1825, 11-35-2010, 11-35-2030, 11-35-2210, 11-35-2410, 11-35-2440, 11-35-2710, 11-35-2720, 11-35-3020, 11-35-3030, 11-35-3040, 11-35-3060, 11-35-3220, 11-35-3230, 11-35-3240, 11-35-3245, 11-35-3410, 11-35-3510, 11-35-3820, 11-35-3840, 11-35-4210, 11-35-4220, 11-35-4230, 11-35-4340, 11-35-4410, 11-35-5220, 11-35-5230, 11-35-5240, 11-35-5260, AND 11-35-5270, ALL AS AMENDED, ALL RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE, SO AS TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, DELETE REFERENCES TO THE OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES OR DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE TERMS "CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER", "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICE", OR "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICER", AND TO PROVIDE, FURTHER THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD DESIGNATE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICE OR SUBDIVISION OF THE BOARD OR OFFICER OR POSITION OF THE BOARD; TO REPLACE REFERENCES OF PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR "GOODS AND SERVICES" WITH "SUPPLIES, SERVICES, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY", REFINE AND CONFORM VARIOUS COMPETITIVE BIDDING MODES, TO INCREASE MAXIMUM DOLLAR THRESHOLDS IN SEVERAL INSTANCES, TO REDUCE THE POTENTIAL BIDDERS TO BE RANKED IN CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FROM FIVE TO THREE, TO REDUCE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT ALLOWING WAIVER OF A BOND AND SECURITY, AND TO ADJUST SMALL PURCHASE THRESHHOLDS AND AGENCY BASELINE CERTIFICATION; TO PROVIDE THAT A GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE A GOAL THAT TEN PERCENT OF ITS TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF PROCUREMENT FUNDS EXPENDED BE WITH A MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND TO INCREASE THE TAX CREDIT FOR DEALING WITH AN MBE TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY OVER TEN YEARS; TO SHORTEN THE PROTEST DEADLINE; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND AN AFFECTED GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN A REVIEW OR APPEAL OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE OR LEGAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO THE PROCUREMENT CODE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3350, RELATING TO TAX CREDITS FOR STATE CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS WITH MINORITY FIRMS, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CREDIT TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY FOR TEN YEARS; AND TO REPEAL SUBARTICLE 11 OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS IN KIND OF ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; SECTION 11-35-1270, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR CERTAIN SERVICES, AND SUBARTICLE 5 OF ARTICLE 15, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW.

ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:

S. 1100 -- Senator Ryberg: A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 56-15-350, 56-16-180, AND 56-19-240, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DENIAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF A DRIVER'S LICENSE, AND AN APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF TITLE FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE, SO AS TO REVISE A REFERENCE TO A PROVISION OF FEDERAL LAW.

Rep. OWENS explained the Bill.

S. 1287--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up:

S. 1287 -- Senator Verdin: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-23-85, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DRIVER INSTRUCTOR PERMITS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT PRIVATE HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUCTORS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO PAY A FEE FOR A DRIVER INSTRUCTOR PERMIT.

The Education and Public Works Committee proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (Doc Name  COUNCIL\SWB\6901CM06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:

/ SECTION
1. Section 56‑23‑10 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑10.
No A person may not engage in the business of training or educating persons to drive or operate motor vehicles or offer training or education to conduct either the classroom or the behind the wheel training, or both, for which a fee or charge is made, unless and until the person has obtained and holds a valid driver training school license issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles.  A person may hold a license to teach classroom only or to teach behind the wheel training only.  The licensee must have a permanent location in this State and all motor vehicles used for behind the wheel instruction must be registered in this State.  If licensed for classroom training only, the motor vehicle requirement shall be waived.”

SECTION
2.
Section 56‑23‑40 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑40.
The annual license fee for each driver training school licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall be fifty is one hundred dollars,. and all such licenses Prior to operation, each licensed driver training school also must obtain a corporate surety bond in the amount of ten thousand dollars.  The bond must be given to the department and executed by the applicant, as principal, and by a corporate surety company authorized to do business in this State, as surety.  The bond must be conditioned upon the applicant or licensee complying with the statutes applicable to the license and as indemnification for loss or damage suffered by a person having retained services of a driver training school.  Licenses issued shall pursuant to this section expire on June thirtieth of the license year of issue.  The proceeds from the sale of driver training school licenses shall must be placed in the state general fund for the administration and enforcement of this chapter and title.”

SECTION
3.
Section 56‑23‑60 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑60.
The Department of Motor Vehicles may establish minimum standards for the operation of driver training schools authorized to be licensed under the provisions of this chapter and prescribe conditions of operation of the schools.  The minimum standards must include, but are not limited to, a requirement that driver training schools have or have access to sufficient facilities and equipment to conduct an eight‑hour defensive driving course for a minimum of ten students.  All activities and operations of licensed driver training schools are at all times subject to inspection or examination by authorized representatives of the department.  In addition, records of these activities and operations must be made available at the permanent location in this State for review by the department upon its request.”
SECTION
4.
Section 56‑23‑70 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑70.
Driver instructor qualifying courses may be conducted by recognized college or university or driving school instructors who have successfully have completed an approved forty‑hour safety education course from a recognized college or university and have acquired an instructor permit from the Department of Motor Vehicles.  Where such qualifying courses are offered they shall must be supervised by the department and shall must be offered at least twice once a year.”

SECTION
5.
Section 56‑23‑80 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑80.
Temporary instructor permits may be issued after special examination by the Department of Motor Vehicles and upon payment of a ten twenty dollar fee to the Department department.   Temporary instructor permits shall be are valid for six months and until the next available and approved qualifying class, but in no event shall such permits exceed one year.  A temporary driver instructor’s activities and instruction are subject to an audit of driving skills and classroom teaching by authorized representatives of the department.  The proceeds from the sale of temporary instructor permits must be deposited in the state general fund.”
SECTION
6.
Section 56‑23‑85 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑85.
No A person connected with driver training schools or private, parochial, or public high schools shall not engage in behind the wheel training of persons to drive or operate motor vehicles either classroom only instruction, or behind the wheel only instruction, or both, unless such the person has obtained and holds a valid driver instructor permit or temporary driver instructor permit therefor issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles.


Appropriate examination for such a instructor permit shall must be at the discretion of the department.  The annual fee for an instructor permit shall be is twenty dollars, and all such instructor permits shall expire on June thirtieth.  Public and private high school instructors shall are not be required to pay a fee for a permit.  The proceeds from the sale of instructor permits must be deposited in the state general fund.” 

SECTION
7.
Chapter 23, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 56‑23‑100.
The Department of Motor Vehicles may promulgate regulations to carry out the provisions contained in this chapter.”

SECTION
8.
The repeal or amendment by this act of any law, whether temporary or permanent or civil or criminal, does not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or amended provision shall so expressly provide.  After the effective date of this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the repealed or amended laws.

SECTION
9.
This act takes effect January 1, 2007. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. OWENS explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. RICE proposed the following Amendment No. 2 (Doc Name  COUNCIL\SWB\6918CM06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Section 56‑23‑40, as contained in SECTION 2, by striking SECTION 2 in its entirety and inserting:

/ SECTION
2.
Section 56‑23‑40 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑23‑40.
The annual license fee for each driver training school licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall be is fifty dollars,. and all such licenses Prior to operation, each licensed driver training school also must obtain a corporate surety bond in the amount of ten thousand dollars.  The bond must be given to the department and executed by the applicant, as principal, and by a corporate surety company authorized to do business in this State, as surety.  The bond must be conditioned upon the applicant or licensee complying with the statutes applicable to the license and as indemnification for loss or damage suffered by a person having retained services of a driver training school.  Licenses issued shall pursuant to this section expire on June thirtieth of the license year of issue.  The proceeds from the sale of driver training school licenses shall must be placed in the state general fund for the administration and enforcement of this chapter and title.” /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. RICE explained the amendment.

Rep. SCARBOROUGH moved to table the amendment, which was not agreed to by a division vote of 15 to 46.

The amendment was then adopted.

The Bill, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

S. 1205--INTERRUPTED DEBATE

The following Bill was taken up:

S. 1205 -- Senators Grooms, Verdin, Hutto, Peeler, Williams, Land, Bryant, O'Dell, Jackson, Cromer, Ford, Knotts and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 45 OF TITLE 46, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE NUISANCE SUITS PERTAINING TO AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS LOCAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH STATE LAW OR REGULATIONS GOVERNING AN AGRICULTURAL FACILITY OR OPERATION, ARE NULL AND VOID AND TO FURTHER DEFINE WHAT CONSTITUTES AN AGRICULTURAL OPERATION.

Rep. G. BROWN proposed the following Amendment No. 1 (Doc Name  COUNCIL\GJK\21217SD06), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new Section 46-45-85 immediately after Section 46-45-80 to read:

/
Section 46-45-85.
The preemption provisions of Sections 46-45-10(5) and 46-45-60 of this chapter which preclude a county from enacting an ordinance more stringent than the provisions of state law or regulations of the Department of Health and Environmental Control in regard to the regulation of the licensing or operation of certain agricultural facilities and agricultural operations under the provisions of this chapter only apply prospectively and any county ordinance enacted before the effective date of these preemption provisions more stringent than provisions of state law or Department of Health and Environmental Control regulations shall remain in full force and effect./

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. G. BROWN explained the amendment.

Rep. G. BROWN spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. WITHERSPOON moved to table the amendment, which was agreed to.

Rep. J. H. NEAL spoke against the Bill.

Further proceedings were interrupted by expiration of time on the uncontested Calendar, the pending question being consideration of the Bill.

H. 3833--DEBATE ADJOURNED

The Senate amendments to the following Bill were taken up for consideration: 

H. 3833 -- Rep. White: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 13-7-10 AND SECTIONS 13-7-40 AND 13-7-45, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO REGULATION OF IONIZING AND NONIONIZING RADIATION AND THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF USERS OF SUCH RADIATION, SO AS TO DELETE REFERENCES TO NONIONIZING RADIATION.

Rep. WHITE moved to adjourn debate on the Senate Amendments, which were agreed to. 

Rep. COTTY moved that the House recede until 2:00 p.m., which was agreed to.

THE HOUSE RESUMES

At 2:00 p.m. the House resumed, the SPEAKER in the Chair.

ACTING SPEAKER NORMAN IN CHAIR

POINT OF QUORUM

The question of a quorum was raised.

A quorum was later present.

ACTING SPEAKER SCOTT IN CHAIR

ACTING SPEAKER NORMAN IN CHAIR

SPEAKER IN CHAIR

H. 4449--SENATE AMENDMENTS AMENDED AND RETURNED TO THE SENATE

The Senate amendments to the following Bill were taken up for consideration: 

H. 4449 -- Reps. Cotty, Harrell, Merrill, Walker, Ballentine, Limehouse, E. H. Pitts, Haley, Clark, Townsend, Altman, Anthony, Bailey, Bingham, Bowers, Cato, Ceips, Chellis, Clyburn, Coleman, Cooper, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Hagood, Harrison, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Leach, Littlejohn, Loftis, Mahaffey, Martin, Phillips, Pinson, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Sandifer, Scarborough, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thompson, Toole, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, White, Whitmire, Young, Bales, Lucas, Kirsh, Huggins, Brady, Hamilton, McGee and Stewart: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTIONS 12-36-1110, 12-36-1120, AND 12-36-1130 SO AS TO IMPOSE AN ADDITIONAL TWO PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX; TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2120, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO EXEMPT THE SALE OF UNPREPARED FOOD; TO ADD SECTION 11-11-155 SO AS TO CREATE THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND AND RESERVE FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY FROM THE PROPERTY TAX, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THIS EXEMPTION WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS DOES NOT APPLY WITH RESPECT TO PROPERTY TAX IMPOSED FOR PAYMENT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT; TO ADD SECTION 12-37-932 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX IS ITS FAIR MARKET VALUE AS APPRAISED IN THE MANNER PROVIDED BY LAW WHEN OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, INCREASED BY THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO THE REAL PROPERTY SINCE OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, TO PROVIDE THAT ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS PROVISION THE DUTIES, POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL COUNTY PROPERTY TAX ASSESSORS ARE TRANSFERRED TO AND DEVOLVED UPON THE PROPERTY TAX DIVISION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS IN SECTION 12-36-2120 SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY EVERY TEN YEARS BEGINNING IN 2010; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-11-150, 12-43-210, AND 12-43-220, ALL AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE TRUST FUND FOR TAX RELIEF, REASSESSMENT AND THE VALUATION AND CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS AND OTHER CHANGES TO REFLECT THESE PROVISIONS; TO AMEND ACT 406 OF 2000, RELATING TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, SO AS TO DELETE AN OBSOLETE PROVISION; TO REPEAL SECTIONS 12-37-223A, 12-37-270, 12-43-217, 12-43-250, 12-43-260, AND 12-43-295, ALL RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER, AMOUNT, AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH REVENUES IN THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND SHALL BE DISBURSED TO PROPERTY TAXING ENTITIES OF THIS STATE INCLUDING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO REIMBURSE THEM FOR THE REVENUE LOST AS A RESULT OF THE PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS; TO PROVIDE THAT LOCAL SALES TAX AND LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX REVENUES PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TO OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY SHALL BE APPLIED FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TO OTHER CLASSES OF PROPERTY; TO ADD SECTION 4-9-56 SO AS TO LIMIT THE MILLAGE PROPERTY TAXING ENTITIES OF THIS STATE MAY IMPOSE ON PROPERTY OTHER THAN OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY, AND TO PROVIDE FOR A SUPERMAJORITY VOTE OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE ENTITY TO EXCEED THIS LIMITATION; TO PROVIDE THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE PROVISIONS ARE CONTINGENT UPON RATIFICATION OF CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION, DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET VALUE  OF PROPERTY, AND RELATED MATTERS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-27-30, 11-27-40, AND 11-27-50, ALL AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE EFFECT OF ARTICLE X OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSTITUTION ON BONDS OF THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS OF THE STATE, AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS, RESPECTIVELY, SO AS TO DEEM AFTER JULY 1, 2006,  A COMPLETE OR PARTIAL SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST TO, OR OTHER TRANSFEREE OF, OR OTHER ASSOCIATE OF THE STATE, A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR BONDING PURPOSES WHEN THE SUCCESSOR, TRANSFEREE, OR ASSOCIATE UNDERTAKES ALL OR A PORTION OF THE OPERATION OR ASSUMES ALL OR A PORTION OF A DUTY OF THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR SCHOOL DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-670, RELATING TO LISTING AND ASSESSMENT OF NEW STRUCTURES FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY BY ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE THAT A NEW STRUCTURE BE LISTED BY THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH AFTER THE CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS ISSUED FOR THE STRUCTURE AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE TIMING OF PAYMENT OF TAXES DUE; TO REPEAL SECTION 12-37-680 RELATING TO A LOCAL COUNTY ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE SAME RULE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-43-215, RELATING TO OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY IN CONNECTION WITH AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXATION, SO AS TO REQUIRE EACH COUNTY TO SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE LISTING THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL PROPERTY CLASSIFIED AS "OWNER-OCCUPIED"; TO ADD SECTION 59-20-21 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING WITH THE YEAR 2006, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, IN DETERMINING THE MINIMUM EDUCATION PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MEET STUDENTS' NEEDS, MAY ONLY CONSIDER FACTORS REQUIRED BY STATUTORY LAW OR WHICH DIRECTLY AFFECT CLASSROOM LEARNING, AND THE LOCAL MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT REQUIRED OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST BE BASED ON THESE DETERMINATIONS; TO ADD SECTION 59-20-22 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT NOTWITHSTANDING A SCHOOL DISTRICT'S INDEX OF TAXPAYING ABILITY, THE MINIMUM STATE FUNDS A SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL RECEIVE IN ANY YEAR IS FORTY PERCENT OF THE APPLICABLE YEAR'S BASE STUDENT COST, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH ALL OF THESE PROVISIONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT OR BE REPEALED.

Reps. COTTY, HARRELL, MERRILL and COOPER proposed the following Amendment No. 4A (Doc Name COUNCIL\GJK\ 21242SD06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:

/Part I

Property Tax Exemption, Determination of Fair Market Value, and Sales Tax Increase

SECTION
1.
A.
Chapter 36, Title 12 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“Article 11

Additional Sales, Use, and Casual Excise Tax


Section 12‑36‑1110.
(A)
Beginning on the first day of June of the year in which this section takes effect, an additional sales, use, and casual excise tax equal to eight‑tenths of one percent is imposed on amounts taxable pursuant to this chapter, except that this additional eight‑tenths of one percent tax does not apply to amounts taxed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the tax on accommodations for transients, nor does this additional tax apply to items subject to a maximum sales and use tax pursuant to Section 12‑36‑2110 or to the sale of unprepared food which may be lawfully purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons.


(B)
The revenue of the tax imposed by this section shall be deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund and used to reimburse school districts for the revenue lost as a result of the exemption provided for in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(47).


Section 12‑36‑1111.
(A)
Beginning on the first day of June of the year in which this section takes effect, an additional sales, use, and casual excise tax equal to five‑tenths of one percent is imposed on amounts taxable pursuant to this chapter, except that this additional five‑tenths of one percent tax does not apply to amounts taxed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the tax on accommodations for transients, nor does this additional tax apply to items subject to a maximum sales and use tax pursuant to Section 12‑36‑2110 or to the sale of unprepared food which may be lawfully purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons.


(B)
The revenue of the tax imposed by this section shall be deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund and used to reimburse counties for the revenue lost as a result of the exemption provided for in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(48).


Section 12‑36‑1112.
(A)
Beginning on the first day of June of the year in which this section takes effect, an additional sales, use, and casual excise tax equal to two‑tenths of one percent is imposed on amounts taxable pursuant to this chapter, except that this additional two‑tenths of one percent tax does not apply to amounts taxed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the tax on accommodations for transients, nor does this additional tax apply to items subject to a maximum sales and use tax pursuant to Section 12‑36‑2110 or to the sale of unprepared food which may be lawfully purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons..


(B)
The revenue of the tax imposed by this section shall be deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund and used to reimburse municipalities for the revenue lost as a result of the exemption provided for in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(49).


Section 12‑36‑1113.
(A)
Beginning on the first day of June of the year in which this section takes effect, an additional sales, use, and casual excise tax equal to six‑tenths of one percent is imposed on amounts taxable pursuant to this chapter, except that this additional six‑tenths of one percent tax does not apply to amounts taxed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑920, the tax on accommodations for transients, nor does this additional tax apply to items subject to a maximum sales and use tax pursuant to Section 12‑36‑2110 or to the sale of unprepared food which may be lawfully purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons.


(B)
The revenue of the tax imposed by this section shall be deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund and used to reimburse the state general fund annually for the general fund revenue lost during that year as a result of the sales tax exemption on unprepared food provided for in Section 12‑36‑2120.


Section 12‑36‑1120.
The revenue of the taxes imposed by this article must be credited to the Homestead Exemption Fund established pursuant to Section 11‑11‑155.


Section 12‑36‑1130.
The Department of Revenue may prescribe amounts that may be added to the sales price to reflect the additional taxes imposed pursuant to this article.”

B.
Section 12‑36‑2120 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 164 of 2005, is further amended by adding an appropriately numbered item at the end to read:


“( )
unprepared food which lawfully may be purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons, but this exemption does not apply to any local sales and use tax imposed or enacted before May thirty‑first of the year in which this item takes effect that is administered by the Department of Revenue which does not contain a specific exemption with respect to food items but does apply to any local sales and use tax imposed or enacted on or after June first of the year in which this item takes effect.”

C.
The provisions of Section 4‑10‑350(F) and (G) of the 1976 Code apply mutatis mutandis with respect to the tax imposed pursuant to Article 11, Chapter 36, Title 12 of the 1976 Code as added by this section.

SECTION
2.
Chapter 11, Title 11 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 11‑11‑155.
(1)
For each fiscal year in which and after which this section takes effect, the revenue from the tax imposed pursuant to Article 11, Chapter 36 of Title 12 is automatically credited to a fund separate and distinct from the state general fund known as the ‘Homestead Exemption Fund’.  The Board of Economic Advisors shall account for the Homestead Exemption Fund revenue separately from general fund revenues, and the board shall make an annual estimate of the receipts by the Homestead Exemption Fund by February fifteenth of each year.  This estimate shall be transmitted to the State Treasurer, Comptroller General, and the Chairmen of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance Committee.  No portion of these revenues may be credited to the Education Improvement Act (EIA) Fund.



(2)
There is established in the State Treasury the Homestead Exemption Fund Reserve (Reserve) as a fund separate and distinct from the Homestead Exemption Fund, the general fund of the State, and all other funds.  Any revenue received from the imposition of the additional sales and use taxes imposed pursuant to Article 11, Chapter 36 of Title 12, for a fiscal year above what the Board of Economic Advisors estimated for that fiscal year from that particular tax must be transferred into the Reserve and deposited in a specified account reflecting the use to which such tax is required to be applied.  Establishing this Reserve in the required amount is the second priority use of Homestead Exemption Fund revenues in a fiscal year.  Balances in the Reserve at the end of a fiscal year remain in this Reserve.  If revenues in the Homestead Exemption Fund available for reimbursements in a fiscal year for the use to which the particular tax must be applied are less than that amount as estimated by the Board of Economic Advisors for the fiscal year, the State Budget and Control Board must first apply so much of the Reserve attributable to that particular tax as is necessary or available to offset the deficit before the balance may be paid from the state general fund.  Secondly, to the extent monies are available in the Reserve attributable to that particular tax, after any transfers to the Homestead Exemption Fund to offset a deficit, these monies shall then be transferred by the Budget and Control Board to the state general fund to reimburse it for any distributions made to supplement reimbursements required to be made from the Homestead Exemption Fund.



(3)(a)
An amount equal to the total reimbursements paid pursuant to the provisions of Section 12-37-251 in fiscal year 2005-2006 shall also be credited to the Homestead Exemption Fund.  Revenue deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund each year in an amount equal to the total reimbursements paid pursuant to the provisions of Section 12‑37‑251 in fiscal year 2005‑2006 shall be used together with the revenues from the additional sales and use tax imposed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑1110 to provide reimbursements to school districts in the manner required by law.




(b)
An amount equal to the total of the reimbursements paid pursuant to Section 12-37-270 in fiscal year 2005-2006 shall also be credited to the Homestead Exemption Fund.  Revenue deposited in the Homestead Exemption Fund each year in an amount equal to the total reimbursements paid pursuant to the provisions of Section 12‑37‑270 in fiscal year 2005‑2006 shall be used together with the revenues from the additional sales and use taxes imposed pursuant to Section 12‑36‑1110, 12‑36‑1111, or 12‑36‑1112 to provide reimbursements to school districts, counties, and municipalities in the manner required by law in the same proportion the reimbursements from Section 12‑37‑270 were paid prior to the effective date of this section.



(4)
An unexpended balance in the Homestead Exemption Fund or Reserve Fund at the end of a fiscal year must remain in the Homestead Exemption Fund or Reserve Fund. 



(5)
Earnings on the Homestead Exemption Fund or Reserve Fund must be credited to the Homestead Exemption Fund or Reserve Fund.



(6)
Nothing in this section prohibits appropriations by the General Assembly of additional revenues to the Homestead Exemption Fund.”

SECTION
3.
Section 12‑37‑220(B) of the 1976 Code, as amended by Act 161 of 2005, is further amended by adding a new item (47) to read:



“(47)(a)
Beginning with the year in which this item takes effect and to the extent not already exempt pursuant to Section 12‑37‑250, one hundred percent of the fair market value of owner‑occupied residential property eligible for and receiving the special assessment ratio allowed owner‑occupied residential property pursuant to Section 12‑43‑220(c) is exempt from all property taxes imposed for school operating purposes but not including the repayment of general obligation debt.




(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, property exempted from property tax in the manner provided in this item is considered taxable property for purposes of bonded indebtedness pursuant to Section 15 of Article X of the Constitution of this State.”
SECTION
4.
Section 12‑37‑220(B) of the 1976 Code, as amended by Act 161 of 2005, is further amended by adding a new item (48) to read:



“(48)(a)
Beginning with the year in which this item takes effect and to the extent not already exempt pursuant to Section 12‑37‑250, one hundred percent of the fair market value of owner‑occupied residential property eligible for and receiving the special assessment ratio allowed owner‑occupied residential property pursuant to Section 12‑43‑220(c) is exempt from all property taxes imposed for county operating purposes but not including the repayment of general obligation debt.




(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, property exempted from property tax in the manner provided in this item is considered taxable property for purposes of bonded indebtedness pursuant to Section 14 of Article X of the Constitution of this State.


(c)
The term ‘county’ for purposes of this section includes special purpose districts and public service districts located within the county.”
SECTION
5.
Section 12‑37‑220(B) of the 1976 Code, as amended by Act 161 of 2005, is further amended by adding a new item (49) to read:



“(49)(a)
Beginning with the year in which this item takes effect and to the extent not already exempt pursuant to Section 12‑37‑250, one hundred percent of the fair market value of owner‑occupied residential property eligible for and receiving the special assessment ratio allowed owner‑occupied residential property pursuant to Section 12‑43‑220(c) is exempt from all property taxes imposed for municipal operating purposes but not including the repayment of general obligation debt.




(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, property exempted from property tax in the manner provided in this item is considered taxable property for purposes of bonded indebtedness pursuant to Section 14  of Article X of the Constitution of this State.”
SECTION
6.
Article 5, Chapter 37, Title 12 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 12‑37‑932.
(A)
For determining assessed value of property for purposes of the property tax and notwithstanding any other provision of law, beginning with the year in which this section takes effect the fair market value of real property for purposes of the property tax is its fair market value as appraised in the manner provided by law when ownership of the real property last was transferred, increased by the fair market value, as appraised in the manner provided by law, of improvements made to the real property since ownership of the real property last was transferred.


(B)(1)
For purposes of this section, ownership of real property is not considered to have been transferred if transferred in fee simple in a transfer not subject to federal income tax in the following circumstances:




(a)
102, limited to transfer to a spouse or surviving spouse, (Gifts and Inheritances), 




(b)
1033 (Conversions‑Fire and Insurance Proceeds to Rebuild), 




(c)
1041 (Transfers of Property Between Spouses or Incident to Divorce), 




(d)
351 (Transfer to a Corporation Controlled by Transferor), 




(e)
355 (Distribution by a Controlled Corporation), 




(f)
368 (Corporate Reorganizations), and 




(g)
721 (Nonrecognition of Gain or Loss on a Contribution to a Partnership).


Number references in the above subitems are to sections of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as defined in Section 12‑6‑40.



(2)
In the case of real property classified pursuant to Section 12‑43‑220(c), ownership is not considered to have been transferred:




(a)
if the transferor returns a life estate in the real property and the transferor continues to occupy the real property as his legal residence; and




(b)
real property which has been transferred to a trust if the transferor and settler is a life beneficiary of the trust and continues to occupy the real property as his legal residence.


(C)
For purposes of determining a ‘base year’ fair market value pursuant to this section, the fair market value of real property is its appraised value applicable for property tax year 2006 increased by the fair market value of subsequent improvements, or if ownership of the real property has been transferred after 2005, applying the provisions relating to ownership transfer contained in this section, when ownership last was transferred.


(D)
Nothing in this section diminishes the right of a taxpayer aggrieved by the fair market value of the taxpayer’s real property determined in the manner provided in this section or as otherwise determined by law to appeal that value pursuant to Section 12‑60‑2110 or 12‑60‑2510(A)(4) and have a value as determined on appeal substituted for that value.”

SECTION
7.
A. 
Section 12‑43‑220 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 145 of 2005, is further amended by adding a new undesignated paragraph at the end of the section to read:


“As used in this section, fair market value with reference to real property means fair market value determined in the manner provided pursuant to Section 1A, Article X of the Constitution of this State and Section 12‑37‑932.”

B. 
Section 12‑43‑210 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 69 of 2003, is further amended to read:


“Section 12‑43‑210.
(A)
All property must be assessed uniformly and equitably throughout the State. The South Carolina Department of Revenue may promulgate regulations to ensure equalization which must be adhered to by all assessing officials in the State.


(B)
No reassessment program may be implemented in a county unless all real property in the county, including real property classified as manufacturing property, is reassessed in the same year.”

C.
Sections 12-43-217, 12-43-260, and 12-43-295 all of the 1976 Code are repealed.

SECTION
8.
A.
Section 1B of Act 406 of 2000 is amended to read:


“(B)
The exemption amount of the homestead exemption allowed pursuant to Section 12‑37‑250 of the 1976 Code is raised from twenty to fifty thousand dollars for property tax year 2000 and thereafter, to be funded as provided herein.   The amount appropriated to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief must be used to reimburse counties, municipalities, school districts, and special purpose districts, as applicable, for this increased exemption amount in the manner provided in Section 12‑37‑270 of the 1976 Code.  For tax years after 2000, an amount sufficient to fund the exemption provided herein must be appropriated from the Tobacco Settlement Fund, before any reductions or withdrawals as may be provided by law, to the Trust Fund for Tax Relief and must be used to reimburse counties, municipalities, school districts, and special purpose districts, as applicable, for this increased exemption amount in the manner provided in Section 12‑37‑270 of the 1976 Code.  Reserved.”  

B.
Items (1) and (2) of Section 11‑11‑150(A) of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 419 of 1998, are amended to read:


“(1)
Section 12‑37‑251 for the residential property tax exemption Reserved; 


(2)
Section 12‑37‑270 for the homestead exemption for persons over age sixty‑five or disabled Reserved;”

C.
Sections 12‑37‑223A, 12-37-251, and 12-37-270 of the 1976 Code is repealed.

SECTION
9.
Assessors and other staff responsible for the assessment of property for ad valorem taxation purposes are required to receive nine hours of instruction each year in the laws applicable to assessment for ad valorem taxation, methods of valuating property, administration of the assessor’s office and records of the assessor’s office, and other functions related to the assessor’s office.  This instruction must be received from the Department of Revenue or other providers or courses approved by the Department of Revenue.

SECTION
10.
(A)
The sales tax exemptions in Section 12‑36‑2120 of the 1976 Code shall be reviewed by the General Assembly at its 2010 session and at its sessions every ten years thereafter.


(B)(1)
There is established the Joint Sales Tax Exemptions Review Committee composed of seven members; three of whom must be members of the Senate appointed by the Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, one of whom must be a member of the minority party; three of whom must be members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, one of whom must be a member of the minority party; and one of whom must be the Governor or the Governor’s appointee who shall serve at the Governor’s pleasure.  The committee shall elect a chairman and vice chairman from among its members.  All legislative members shall serve ex officio.  The committee shall assist the General Assembly in performing its duties under the provisions of subsection (A) in addition to its duties required by this subsection.


(2)
In carrying out its responsibilities under this act, the committee shall:  



(a)
make a detailed and careful study of the state’s sales tax exemptions, comparing South Carolina laws to other states; 



(b)
publish a comparison of the state’s sales tax exemptions to other states’ laws; 



(c)
recommend changes, and recommend introduction of legislation when appropriate; 



(d)
submit reports and recommendations annually to the Governor and the General Assembly regarding sales tax exemptions.


(3)
In carrying out its responsibilities under this act, the committee may:



(a)
hold public hearings; 



(b)
receive testimony of any employee of the State or any other witness who may assist the committee in its duties; 



(c)
call for assistance in the performance of its duties from any employee or agency of the State.


(4)
The committee may adopt by majority vote rules not inconsistent with this act that it considers proper with respect to matters relating to the discharge of its duties under this section.  Professional and clerical services for the committee must be made available from the staffs of the General Assembly, the Budget and Control Board, and the Department of Revenue.  The members of the committee may not receive mileage, per diem, subsistence, or any form of compensation for their service on the committee.

SECTION
11.
A.
1.
Section 4‑12‑30(D)(2)(a)(i) and (ii) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:



“(i)
for real property, using the original income tax basis for South Carolina income tax purposes without regard to depreciation, if real property is constructed for the fee or is purchased in an arm’s length transaction; otherwise, the property must be reported at its fair market value for ad valorem property tax purposes as determined by appraisal.  The fair market value estimate established for the first year of the fee remains the fair market value of the real property for the life of the fee; and



(ii)
for personal property, using the original tax basis for South Carolina income tax purposes less depreciation allowable for property tax purposes, except that the sponsor is not entitled to any extraordinary obsolescence.”


2.
Section 4‑12‑30(E) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(E)
Calculations pursuant to subsection (D)(2) must be made on the basis that the property, if taxable, is allowed all applicable property tax exemptions except the exemption allowed under Section 3(g) of Article X of the Constitution of this State and the exemption allowed pursuant to Section 12‑37‑220(B)(32) and (34).”

B. 
Items (1) and (2) of Section 12‑44‑50(A) of the 1976 Code are amended to read:


“(1)
During the exemption period, the sponsor shall pay, or be responsible for payment, to the county the annual fee payment in connection with the economic development property which has been placed in service, in an amount not less than the property taxes that would be due on the economic development property if it were taxable but using: 



(a)
an assessment ratio of not less than six percent, or four percent for those projects qualifying under the enhanced investment definition; 



(b)
a millage rate that is, either: 




( i)
fixed for the life of the fee; or 




(ii)
is allowed to increase or decrease every fifth year in step with the average cumulative actual millage rate applicable to the project based upon the preceding five‑year period; and 



(c)
a fair market value for the economic development property: 




( i)

if real property is constructed for the fee or is purchased in an arm’s length transaction, the fair market value of real property is determined by using the original income tax basis for South Carolina income tax purposes without regard to depreciation, otherwise the property must be reported at its fair market value for ad valorem property taxes as determined by appraisal.  The fair market value estimate established for the first year of the fee remains the fair market value of the real property for the life of the fee; 




(ii)
fair market value for personal property is determined by using the original tax basis for South Carolina income tax purposes less depreciation allowable for property tax purposes, except that the sponsor is not entitled to extraordinary obsolescence; and 



(d)
to establish the millage rate for purposes of subsection (A)(1)(b)(i) or the first five years millage under (A)(1)(b)(ii), the millage rate must be no lower than the cumulative property tax millage rate levied by, or on behalf of, all taxing entities within which the project is located on either: 




( i)

June thirtieth of the year preceding the calendar year in which the fee agreement is executed; or 




(ii)
the millage rate in effect on June thirtieth of the calendar year in which the fee agreement is executed. 


(2)
The fee calculation must be made so that the property, if taxable, is allowed all applicable property tax exemptions except the exemption allowed under Section 3(g) of Article X of the Constitution of this State and the exemption allowed pursuant to Section 12‑37‑220(B)(32) and (34).”

Part II

Distribution of Revenues and Millage Limitations

SECTION
1.
(A)(1)
For the year 2007, counties of this State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund dollar for dollar for the property taxes collected by them from owner‑occupied residential property for the year 2006 for county operating purposes but not including payment of general obligation debt.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements on or after January 1, 2008, upon application of the county. 



(2)
Beginning January 1, 2008, counties of the State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund for the taxes not collected because of the exemption allowed in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(48) in the manner provided in this item.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements upon application of the county and the reimbursement shall be equal to the amount distributed in the previous year plus the reimbursement increases provided for in subsection (D).  The reimbursement increase of a county as provided in subsection (D) for any year stated as a percentage shall be multiplied by the county’s reimbursement amount for the previous year to determine the total distribution to the county for the year.  No county shall receive less in reimbursements beginning in 2008 than it received in 2007.


(3)
 Revenues of a county reimbursable under the provisions of this act include property tax revenue not collected by special purpose districts, and public service districts located within the county as a result of the exemption provided for in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(48).


(B)(1)
For the year 2007, municipalities of this State  must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund dollar for dollar for the property taxes collected by them from owner‑occupied residential property for the year 2006 for municipal operating purposes but not including payment of general obligation debt.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements on or after January 1, 2008, upon application of the municipality. 



(2)
Beginning January 1, 2008, municipalites of the State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund for the taxes not collected because of the exemption allowed in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(49) in the manner provided in this item.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements upon application of the municipality and the reimbursement shall be equal to the amount distributed in the previous year plus the reimbursement increases provided for in subsection (D).  The reimbursement increase of a municipality as provided in subsection (D) for any year stated as a percentage shall be multiplied by the municipality’s reimbursement amount for the previous year to determine the total distribution to the municipality for the year.  No municipality shall receive less in reimbursements beginning in 2008 than it received in 2007.


(C)(1)
For the year 2007, school districts of this State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund dollar for dollar for the property taxes collected by them from owner‑occupied residential property for the year 2006 for school operating purposes but not including payment of general obligation debt.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements on or after January 1, 2008, upon application of the school district.



(2)
Beginning January 1, 2008, school districts of this State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund for the taxes not collected because of the property tax exemption allowed in Section 12‑37‑220(B)(47) in the manner provided in this item.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements upon application of the school district and the reimbursement shall be equal to the amount distributed in the previous year plus the reimbursement increases provided for in subsection (D).  The reimbursement increases of the several school districts as provided in subsection (D) for any year shall be aggregated and the reimbursement increase a particular school district shall receive for that year shall be equal to an amount that is the school district’s proportionate share of such funds based on the district’s weighted pupil units as a percentage of statewide weighted pupil units as determined annually pursuant to the Education Finance Act.  No school district shall receive less in reimbursements beginning in 2008 than it received in 2007.  For purposes of the reimbursement increases school districts receive under this item based on weighted pupil units determined pursuant to the Education Finance Act, an additional add‑on weighting for students in poverty of 0.20 shall be included in the weightings provided in Section 59‑20‑40(1)(c) of the 1976 Code.  The weighting for poverty shall provide additional revenues for students in kindergarten through grade twelve who qualify for Medicaid or who qualify for reduced or free lunches, or both.  Revenues generated by this weighting must be used by districts and schools to provide services and research‑based strategies for addressing academic or health needs of these students to ensure their future academic success, to provide summer school, reduced class size, after school programs, extended day, instructional materials, or any other research‑based educational strategy to improve student academic performance.  All amounts received by a district pursuant to the Education Finance Act must be expended only for classroom instruction and costs and expenses directly associated with classroom instruction.


(D)
Beginning with the 2008 reimbursements, these reimbursements must be increased on an annual basis by an inflation factor equal to the percentage increase in the previous year of the Consumer Price Index, Southeast Region, as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics plus the percentage increase in the previous year in the population of the entity as determined by the Office of Research and Statistics of the Budget and Control Board.  Distribution of these reimbursement increases shall be as provided in this section.


(E)
The percentage of population growth in any year for any property taxing entity entitled to reimbursements from the Homestead Exemption Fund shall be based on estimates for such growth in the county wherein the property taxing entity is located as determined by the Office of Research and Statistics of the Budget and Control Board.  Where the property taxing entity encompasses areas in more than one county, the population growth in that entity shall be the average of the growth in each county weighted to reflect the existing population of the property taxing entity in that county as compared to the existing population of the property taxing entity as a whole.


(F)
Upon the beginning of reimbursements as provided in this Part, reimbursements for a particular year must be paid to the property taxing entity by August thirty‑first of that year.


(G)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the reimbursements provided pursuant to this section apply for real property located in redevelopment project areas pursuant to the Tax Increment Financing Law and the Tax Increment Financing Act for counties and for real property subject to a redevelopment plan adopted before the effective date of this act, the reimbursements provided pursuant to this section must not be less than dollar for dollar for the duration of the plan. 

SECTION
2.
(A)
For purposes of determining reimbursements to a property taxing entity, a property taxing entity shall be reimbursed for local option sales and use tax revenues collected by the property taxing entity which were authorized before January 1, 2007, and used to provide tax credits for owner-occupied residential property against ad valorem property taxes imposed in that jurisdiction.


(B)
Beginning June 1, 2007, funds derived from a one percent local sales tax or local option sales tax imposed in a jurisdiction pursuant to state or local law which are used to reduce ad valorem property taxes imposed on owner‑occupied residential property, must be thereafter applied on a pro rata basis to reduce ad valorem property taxes on all other classes of property.

SECTION
3.
To the extent revenues in the Homestead Exemption Fund are insufficient to pay all reimbursements required by law, the difference must be paid from the state general fund.

SECTION
4.
Chapter 9, Title 4 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 4‑9‑56.
(A)
Beginning with the year 2007, a property taxing entity may not levy any ad valorem taxation on owner‑occupied residential property for a purpose to which the property tax exemptions provided in Part I of this act apply, with the exception of any levy for general obligation bonded debt purposes.  A property taxing entity which violates this provision must have its aid‑to‑subdivisions allocations in future general appropriations acts reduced until the violation is cured.  The millage levied by a property taxing entity for the year 2006 shall be the millage used to determine the property tax revenue lost as a result of the property tax exemptions provided in Part I of this act.


(B)
Beginning with the year 2007, a property taxing entity of this State may increase ad valorem property tax millage on all classes of real and personal property for general operating purposes, except for an operating purpose on owner‑occupied residential property to which the property tax exemptions provided in Part I of this act apply, above that levied for the previous year by an inflation factor equal to the percentage increase in the previous year of the Consumer Price Index, Southeast Region, as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics plus the percentage increase in the previous year in the population of the entity as determined by the Office of Research and Statistics of the Budget and Control Board.  Any millage increase above this limitation requires a supermajority vote of the governing body of the entity entitled to levy property taxes defined as an affirmative vote by seventy‑five percent of the total membership of the governing body of the entity.  Seventy‑five percent of the total membership of the governing body of the entity must be determined without rounding a fractional number into a whole number for the purpose of computing the required vote total.


If a property taxing entity does not increase millage by the maximum millage increase allowed pursuant to this subsection without a supermajority vote, the difference between the millage rate actually imposed and the maximum millage that could have been imposed for that year without a supermajority vote is deemed ‘unused’ millage.


In calculating the maximum annual millage increase that may be imposed without a supermajority vote, there must be added to the otherwise applicable total any unused millage from the preceding two tax years.”

Part III

Spending Limits

SECTION
1.
Article 5, Chapter 11, Title 11 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 11‑11‑415.
(A)
Except when a lower spending limit applies pursuant to Section 11‑11‑410, state appropriations for a fiscal year may not exceed appropriations authorized by the spending limitation prescribed in this section.  State appropriations subject to the spending limitation are those appropriations authorized annually in the annual general appropriations act and any supplemental appropriations acts or joint resolutions for that fiscal year which fund general purposes.  A statement of total ‘General Revenues’ must be included in the annual general appropriations act.  As used in this section the appropriations limited as defined in this subsection must be those funded by ‘General Revenues’ as defined in the general appropriations act for fiscal year 2007‑2008.  All additional nonfederal and nonuser fee revenue items must be included in that category as they may be created by act of the General Assembly. 


(B)(1)
The limitation on state appropriations for a fiscal year as provided in subsection (A) is the greater of:




(a)
base‑year appropriations increased by a percentage equal to the annual percentage increase in state personal income for the most recently completed calendar year for which this figure is available; or




(b)
base‑year appropriations increased by a percentage equal to the state’s growth in population applied ratably over the period of the decennial United States census assuming a rate of increase equal to the rate in the most recently completed United States census for which population figures are available over the next preceding census and a percentage equal to the increase, if any, in the consumer price index in the most recently ended calendar year, as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor.



(2)
As used in this subsection: 




(a)
‘base‑year appropriations’ means general fund appropriations for the current fiscal year as of February fifteenth, including both recurring and nonrecurring revenues from whatever source derived and regardless of the time the appropriations are effective except that appropriations for the Capital Reserve Fund are not included in base‑year appropriations.  This general fund total must be adjusted to reflect any mid‑year appropriations reductions, however imposed, made, or scheduled as of February fifteenth; and




(b)
‘state personal income’ means total personal income for a calendar year as determined by the Office of State Budget of the State Budget and Control Board based on the most recent data provided by the United States Department of Commerce.



(3)
The Office of Research and Statistics of the State Budget and Control Board, upon approval by the State Economist and in consultation with the Director of the board’s Office of State Budget, shall calculate and provide the appropriate percentages for population, consumer price index, and state personal income growth to the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representatives and the Senate Finance Committee no later than February fifteenth of each year.


(C)
The Comptroller General shall notify the Governor, the Speaker of the House, and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate if the spending limit as contained in this section is exceeded.  The General Assembly shall then take corrective action immediately upon meeting in the next regular session or a special session called for that purpose.  This subsection does not apply to funds transferred from the general reserve fund to the general fund. 


(D)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (A) of this section, the General Assembly may suspend the spending limitation for a fiscal year for a specific amount by a special vote as provided in this subsection by enactment of legislation. 


The special vote referred to in this subsection means an affirmative recorded roll‑call vote in each branch of the General Assembly by at least two‑thirds of the total membership in each branch.”

SECTION
2.
Article 3, Chapter 1, Title 6 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 6‑1‑335.
(A)
The spending limit imposed on a local governing body pursuant to this section is in addition to and not in lieu of any other limit on spending or on the taxing power of a local governing body.  Where a limit on spending by or on the taxing power of a local governing body imposed by the Constitution of this State or by general or local laws of this State imposes any limit resulting in a more restrictive spending limit than the limit imposed pursuant to this section, the more restrictive limit applies.


(B)
The limit on all appropriations for a fiscal year by a local governing body, except for appropriations to service general obligation debt or for the purposes provided in Section 6‑1‑320(B) is the greater of:



(1)
base‑year appropriations increased by a percentage equal to the annual percentage increase in state personal income for the most recently completed calendar year for which this figure is available; or



(2)
base‑year appropriations increased by a percentage equal to the jurisdiction’s growth in population applied ratably over the period of the decennial United States census assuming a rate of increase equal to the rate in the most recently completed United States census for which population figures are available over the next preceding census and a percentage equal to the increase, if any, in the consumer price index in the most recently ended calendar year, as determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor.  For a school district, the population increase portion of this calculation is replaced by the actual annual increase in the student enrollment for the most recent year for which that figure is available for the district.


(C)
As used in this section: 



(1)
‘base‑year appropriations’ means appropriations for the current fiscal year as of February fifteenth, including both recurring and nonrecurring revenues from whatever source derived and regardless of the time the appropriations are effective except for appropriations for the purposes exempt from the limit pursuant to subsection (B) of this section.  This total must be adjusted to reflect any mid‑year appropriations reductions, however imposed, made, or scheduled as of February fifteenth; and



(2)
‘state personal income’ means total personal income for a calendar year as determined by the Office of State Budget of the State Budget and Control Board based on the most recent data provided by the United States Department of Commerce.


(D)
The Office of Research and Statistics of the State Budget and Control Board, upon approval by the State Economist and in consultation with the director of the board’s Office of State Budget, shall calculate and provide the appropriate percentages for population, consumer price index, and state personal income growth to the local governing body no later than February fifteenth of each year.”

SECTION
3.
The provisions of this Part take effect as provided in Part V of this act and first apply for appropriations for fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2009.

Part IV

Miscellaneous Provisions

SECTION
1.
A.

Section 11‑27‑30 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 27 of 2001, is further amended by adding an item at the end to read:


“9.
For purposes of this section, a complete or partial successor‑in‑interest to, or other transferee of, the State or other associate of any kind of the State is deemed to be the State when the successor, transferee, or associate undertakes all or a portion of the operation or assumes all or a portion of a duty of the State.”

B.

Section 11‑27‑40 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 113 of 1999, is further amended by adding an item at the end to read:


“10.
For purposes of this section, a complete or partial successor‑in‑interest to, or other transferee of, the political subdivision of the State or other associate of any kind of the political subdivision of the State is deemed to be the political subdivision of the State when the successor, transferee, or associate undertakes all or a portion of the operation or assumes all or a portion of a duty of the political subdivision of the State.”

C.

Section 11‑27‑50 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 113 of 1999, is further amended by adding an item at the end to read:


“8.
For purposes of this section, a complete or partial successor‑in‑interest to, or other transferee of, the school district or other associate of any kind of the school district is deemed to be the school district when the successor, transferee, or associate undertakes all or a portion of the operation or assumes all or a portion of a duty of the school district.”

D.

The provisions of subsections A., B., and C. of this section apply with regard to all transfers made after July 1, 2006, to which these subsections apply.

SECTION
2.
A.

Section 12‑37‑670 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 12‑37‑670.
(A)
Each owner of land on which any new structures have been erected which shall not have been appraised for taxation shall list them for taxation with the county auditor of the county in which they may be situate on or before the first day of March next after they shall become subject to taxation.  No new structure shall be listed or assessed until it is completed and fit for the use for which it is intended.


(B)(1)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (A), a county governing body may by ordinance provide that an owner of land on which a new structure has been erected and which has not been appraised for taxation shall list the new structure for taxation with the county auditor of the county in which it is located by the first day of the next month after a certificate of occupancy is issued for the structure.  A new structure must not be listed or assessed until it is completed and fit for the use for which it is intended, as evidenced by the issuance of the certificate of occupancy.



(2)
Additional property tax attributable to improvements listed with the county auditor on or before June thirtieth is due for the period from July first to December thirty‑first for that property year, and payable when taxes are due on the property for that property tax year.  Additional property tax attributable to improvements listed with the county auditor after June thirtieth of the property tax year is due and payable when taxes are due on the property for the next property tax year.



(3)
If a county governing body elects by ordinance to impose the provisions of this subsection, this election is also binding on all municipalities within the county imposing ad valorem property taxes.”
B.
Section 12‑37‑680 of the 1976 Code is repealed.

SECTION
3.
Section 12‑43‑215 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 12‑43‑215.
(A)
When owner‑occupied residential property assessed pursuant to Section 12‑43‑220(c) is valued for purposes of ad valorem taxation, the value of the land must be determined on the basis that its highest and best use is for residential purposes.


(B)
Each county must submit to the Department of Revenue an annual report, in a form to be determined by the department, listing the names and addresses of all residential property in the county which is classified as ‘owner‑occupied’.”

SECTION
4.
Chapter 20, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑20‑21.
Beginning with the year 2007, the State Board of Education, in determining the minimum education program designed to meet students’ needs, may only consider factors required by statutory law or which directly affect classroom learning, and the local maintenance of effort required of a school district must be based on these determinations.”

SECTION
5.
Chapter 20, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑20‑22.
Notwithstanding a school district’s index of taxpaying ability, the minimum state funds a district shall receive in any year is forty percent of the applicable year’s base student cost.”

Part V

Time Effective

SECTION
1.
(A)
Part I and Part II of this act, except Sections 6 and 7 of Part I, take effect upon ratification of amendments to Article X of the Constitution of this State proposed at the general election of 2006 providing for an additional exemption from property tax millage levied for operating purposes by specified entities of one hundred percent of the fair market value of owner‑occupied residential property.


(B)
Sections 6 and 7 of Part I of this act take effect upon ratification of amendments to Article X of the Constitution of this State proposed at the general election of 2006 defining fair market value of real property as its fair market value when its ownership last was transferred, increased by the value of improvements.


(C)
Parts III, IV, and V of this act take effect upon approval by the Governor.

SECTION
2.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a county governing body is authorized to conduct a referendum at the same time as the 2006 general election as to whether or not a local option sales tax presently imposed in that jurisdiction should be repealed.  If the qualified electors of the county vote in favor of repealing the local option sales tax, the tax shall be repealed as of January 1, 2007.
/

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COOPER explained the amendment.

Rep. RICE spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. SCOTT spoke against the amendment.

Rep. J. BROWN spoke against the amendment.

Rep. SKELTON spoke in favor of the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Reps. TOWNSEND and WHITE proposed the following Amendment No. 6A (Doc Name COUNCIL\NBD\12574AC06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Part IV, by adding an appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/SECTION
__.
A.
Section 59‑21‑1030 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 59‑21‑1030.
(A)
Except as provided in this section, school district boards of trustees or any other appropriate governing body of a school district shall maintain at least the level of per pupil financial effort established as provided in fiscal year 1983‑84.  Beginning in 1985‑86, local financial effort for noncapital programs must be adjusted for an inflation factor estimated by the Division of Research and Statistical Services.  A school district board of trustees or another appropriate governing body of a school district shall maintain at least the level of per pupil financial effort for noncapital programs as that of the previous fiscal year adjusted by no less than the percentage increase provided by the General Assembly for the base student cost.  When the base student cost is funded at an amount less than the previous fiscal year or is reduced due to midyear budget reductions, school districts may reduce their level of financial effort by a like percentage.


Thereafter, school district boards of trustees or other governing bodies of school districts shall maintain at least the level of financial effort per pupil for noncapital programs as in the prior year adjusted for an inflation factor estimated by the Division of Research and Statistical Services.  The county auditor shall establish a millage rate so that the level of financial effort per pupil for noncapital programs adjusted for an inflation factor estimated by the Division of Research and Statistical Services is maintained as a minimum effort.  No A school district which that has not complied with this section may not receive funds from the South Carolina Education Improvement Act of 1984 Fund.  School district boards of trustees may apply for a waiver to the State Board of Education from the requirements of this section if: 



(1)
the district has experienced a loss in revenue because of reduction in assessed valuation of property or has had a significant increase in one hundred thirty‑five average daily membership; 



(2)
the district has experienced insignificant growth in revenue collections from the previous fiscal year; 



(3)
the district has demonstrated for one year that it has achieved operating efficiencies and all education requirements are being met; 



(4)
a midyear revenue shortfall results in a reduction of funds appropriated in accordance with Chapter 20 of Title 59 (The Education Finance Act). A decline in the measured academic achievement of the students must immediately cause the State Board of Education to void all waivers provided under this section and make the district ineligible to apply for any waivers under this section for two consecutive years.  If the decline in student achievement occurs, the district shall revert to the minimum effort requirement, adjusted for the prior years inflation factor.  Waiver (4) does not apply to funds needed to meet the Minimum Salary Schedule for teachers in South Carolina.  A school district is eligible for an annual renewal of the waiver provided the district meets one of the above criteria and meets the minimum effort requirement of the previous fiscal year and at least the minimum required effort of the Education Finance Act.


(B)
For purposes of this section ‘noncapital programs’ means direct instructional programs as defined in the In$ite Financial Analysis Model for Education, including instruction, instructional support, and leadership, but excluding extracurricular or interscholastic activities and program management.

(C)
For purposes of this section ‘level of financial effort per pupil’ means the appropriated funds from the previous fiscal year divided by the estimated average daily membership for the previous fiscal year.”

B.
A school district shall recalculate the level of per pupil financial effort for fiscal year 2005‑2006 in accordance with Section 59‑21‑1030 of the 1976 Code, as added by this section, for use in determining the level of financial effort per pupil for fiscal year 2006‑2007.

C.
This section takes effect July 1, 2006 or upon approval by the Governor, whichever occurs later.  /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. TOWNSEND explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. COBB‑HUNTER proposed the following Amendment No. 7A (Doc Name COUNCIL\AGM\18511MM06), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Part IV, Miscellaneous Provisions, by adding and appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/ SECTION
____.
Chapter 37, Title 12 of the 1976 Code of Laws is amended by adding:


“Section 12‑37‑2890.
(A)
Notwithstanding another provision of law, as of June 30, 2009, local political subdivisions do not have the authority to assess or collect real or personal property taxes for school operating purposes.  At that time, the state is responsible for the full funding of the operating costs of local schools.  This funding is exclusive of the cost of capital improvement projects or associated debt service for local schools.  For fiscal year 2008, the General Assembly shall begin the replacement of real or personal property taxes collected by local subdivisions.  In accordance with Section 11‑11‑150(E), local political subdivisions must roll back millage on real and personal property for school operating purposes equal to the annual amount appropriated for that purpose.  By June 30, 2009, there must be no millage assessed or collected by local political subdivisions for school operating expenses and all millage previously assessed and collected must be rolled back.


(B)
The revenues appropriated by the General Assembly for the purpose of funding school operating costs must be distributed in accordance with the Education Finance Act, except that an additional poverty weighting of 0.20 must be added on to provide additional revenues for students in kindergarten through grade twelve who qualify for Medicaid or who qualify for reduced or free lunches, or both.  Revenues generated by this weighting must be used by districts and schools to provide services and research‑based strategies for addressing academic or health needs of these students to ensure their future academic success, to provide summer school, reduced class size, after school programs, extended day, instructional materials, or any other research‑based educational strategy to improve student academic performance. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER explained the amendment.

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE IN CHAIR

Rep. COBB-HUNTER spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. OTT spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER moved to table the amendment, which was agreed to.

Reps. COBB‑HUNTER and RICE proposed the following Amendment No. 8A (Doc Name COUNCIL\NBD\12590MM06), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Part IV, Miscellaneous Provisions, by adding and appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/ SECTION
____.
Chapter 37, Title 12 of the 1976 Code of Laws is amended by adding:


“Section 12‑37‑2890.
(A)
Notwithstanding another provision of law, as of June 30, 2009, local political subdivisions do not have the authority to assess or collect real or personal property taxes for school operating purposes.  At that time, the state is responsible for the full funding of the operating costs of local schools.  This funding is exclusive of the cost of capital improvement projects or associated debt service for local schools.  For fiscal year 2008, the General Assembly shall begin the replacement of real or personal property taxes collected by local subdivisions.  In accordance with Section 11‑11‑150(E), local political subdivisions must roll back millage on real and personal property for school operating purposes equal to the annual amount appropriated for that purpose.  By June 30, 2009, there must be no millage assessed or collected by local political subdivisions for school operating expenses and all millage previously assessed and collected must be rolled back.


(B)
The revenues appropriated by the General Assembly for the purpose of funding school operating costs must be distributed as provided by the General Assembly, except that an poverty weighting of 0.20 must be included to provide additional revenues for students in kindergarten through grade twelve who qualify for Medicaid or who qualify for reduced or free lunches, or both.  Revenues generated by this weighting must be used by districts and schools to provide services and research‑based strategies for addressing academic or health needs of these students to ensure their future academic success, to provide summer school, reduced class size, after school programs, extended day, instructional materials, or any other research‑based educational strategy to improve student academic performance. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER explained the amendment.

Rep. COOPER moved to table the amendment.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:

Yeas 64; Nays 41

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:

	Bailey
	Ballentine
	Bannister

	Barfield
	Bingham
	Brady

	Cato
	Ceips
	Chellis

	Clark
	Clemmons
	Coates

	Cooper
	Cotty
	Dantzler

	Davenport
	Delleney
	Duncan

	Edge
	Frye
	Hagood

	Haley
	Hardwick
	Harrison

	Hinson
	Kirsh
	Leach

	Limehouse
	Loftis
	Lucas

	Mahaffey
	Martin
	McCraw

	McGee
	Merrill
	Moody-Lawrence

	Norman
	Owens
	Perry

	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts
	M. A. Pitts

	Sandifer
	Scarborough
	Simrill

	Sinclair
	Skelton
	D. C. Smith

	G. M. Smith
	G. R. Smith
	J. R. Smith

	W. D. Smith
	Stewart
	Talley

	Taylor
	Thompson
	Toole

	Vaughn
	Viers
	Walker

	White
	Whitmire
	Witherspoon

	Young
	
	


Total--64

 Those who voted in the negative are:

	Agnew
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Bales
	Battle
	Branham

	Breeland
	G. Brown
	R. Brown

	Chalk
	Clyburn
	Cobb-Hunter

	Emory
	Funderburk
	Govan

	Hamilton
	Harvin
	Hayes

	J. Hines
	Hodges
	Hosey

	Howard
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kennedy
	Littlejohn
	Mack

	McLeod
	Miller
	Mitchell

	J. H. Neal
	Neilson
	Ott

	Parks
	Rhoad
	Rice

	Rutherford
	Scott
	Tripp

	Weeks
	Whipper
	


Total--41

So, the amendment was tabled.

Rep. WHITE proposed the following Amendment No. 1A (Doc Name  COUNCIL\BBM\9508HTC06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a penultimate SECTION appropriately numbered to read:

/  SECTION __.
A. Section 12‑36‑910 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 161 of 2005, is further amended by adding a new subsection at the end to read:


“(D)
Notwithstanding the rate of the tax imposed pursuant to subsection (A) of this section or the rate of any other sales tax imposed pursuant to this chapter and the rate of any use tax imposed pursuant to this chapter, the sales and use tax on the gross proceeds of sales or sales price of unprepared food which lawfully may be purchased with United States Department of Agriculture food coupons is one percent.”

B.
Notwithstanding any general effective date provided by this act, this section takes effect on the later of the date this act is approved by the Governor or July 1, 2006.  /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. WHITE explained the amendment.

Rep. COTTY spoke in favor of the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Reps. HARRELL and COOPER proposed the following Amendment No. 3A (Doc Name COUNCIL\AGM\18509MM06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1. (A)(1) and (B)(1) as found in SECTION 1, Part II, by deleting (A)(1) and (B)(1) in their entirety and inserting:

/
(A)(1)
For the year 2007, counties of this State must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund dollar for dollar for the property taxes collected by them from owner‑occupied residential property for the year 2006, plus any additional amounts reimbursable pursuant to subsection (G), for county operating purposes but not including payment of general obligation debt.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements on or after January 1, 2008, upon application of the county.


(B)(1)
For the year 2007, municipalities of this State  must be reimbursed from the Homestead Exemption Fund dollar for dollar for the property taxes collected by them from owner‑occupied residential property for the year 2006, plus any additional amounts reimbursable pursuant to subsection (G), for municipal operating purposes but not including payment of general obligation debt.  The Comptroller General shall pay these reimbursements on or after January 1, 2008, upon application of the municipality. /

Amend the bill further, SECTION 1(G) as found in SECTION 1, Part II, by deleting subsection (G) in its entirety and inserting:

/
(G)
Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the reimbursements provided pursuant to this section must include full payment for the property tax that would be payable otherwise to that taxing entity with respect to owner‑occupied residential property located in a redevelopment project area pursuant to the tax increment financing law for cities, counties, or redevelopment authorities.  The payment for property taxes must be calculated in accordance with the applicable tax increment financing law and must be based on the then‑applicable assessed values of, and millage rates applicable to, the owner‑occupied residential property in question.  For owner‑occupied residential property located in a redevelopment project area that was established before the effective date of this act, the reimbursements provided pursuant to this section, for the duration of the plan, must be in addition to the amounts reimbursable pursuant to subsection (A); except that the amounts reimbursable pursuant to subsection (A) in that event may be reduced by the proportional amount of that reimbursement that is attributable to owner‑occupied residential property within that redevelopment project area and for which a payment is made pursuant to this subsection (G). /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COOPER explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. COBB‑HUNTER proposed the following Amendment No. 9A (Doc Name COUNCIL\AGM\18511MM06), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, Part IV, Miscellaneous Provisions, by adding an appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/ SECTION
____.
Chapter 37, Title 12 of the 1976 Code of Laws is amended by adding:


“Section 12‑37‑2890.
(A)
Notwithstanding another provision of law, as of June 30, 2009, local political subdivisions do not have the authority to assess or collect real or personal property taxes for school operating purposes.  At that time, the state is responsible for the full funding of the operating costs of local schools.  This funding is exclusive of the cost of capital improvement projects or associated debt service for local schools.  For fiscal year 2008, the General Assembly shall begin the replacement of real or personal property taxes collected by local subdivisions.  In accordance with Section 11‑11‑150(E), local political subdivisions must roll back millage on real and personal property for school operating purposes equal to the annual amount appropriated for that purpose.  By June 30, 2009, there must be no millage assessed or collected by local political subdivisions for school operating expenses and all millage previously assessed and collected must be rolled back.


(B)
The revenues appropriated by the General Assembly for the purpose of funding school operating costs must be distributed in accordance with the Education Finance Act, except that an additional poverty weighting of 0.20 must be added on to provide additional revenues for students in kindergarten through grade twelve who qualify for Medicaid or who qualify for reduced or free lunches, or both.  Revenues generated by this weighting must be used by districts and schools to provide services and research‑based strategies for addressing academic or health needs of these students to ensure their future academic success, to provide summer school, reduced class size, after school programs, extended day, instructional materials, or any other research‑based educational strategy to improve student academic performance. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER explained the amendment.

Rep. COOPER moved to table the amendment, which was agreed to.

The Senate amendments, as amended, were then agreed to and the Bill was ordered returned to the Senate.

STATEMENT FOR THE JOURNAL

The property tax reform issue has been and continues to be a contentious issue in the Legislature. There is no doubt there are property tax issues that need to be addressed. Among these are the reassessment process and the millage driving maintenance of minimum effort in school districts. There are also circumstances in which an increasing tax burden imposes undue hardship on some homeowners due to income limitations. These issues could be addressed by means other than the House passed Bill.

The property tax Bill passed by the House of Representatives is not a reduction in property tax but a redistribution of the tax burden among the different taxpaying groups. Some groups win and some lose, and the result, I believe, is an inequitable distribution of the tax burden. 

In my opinion there are several flaws in the House passed Bill. First, taxes are reduced only on owner-occupied homes, not on all classes of property. No one has yet been able to convince me that giving a tax break of $5,000 to $20,000 to a wealthy homeowner and transferring this to middle and lower income groups and businesses is an equitable redistribution of the tax burden. If the House passed Bill is enacted into statute, it will be the largest shift of the tax burden from the affluent to others that has ever occurred in this State.

Second, the Bill has serious adverse consequences for jobs creation and economic development. When the income tax rate for small business was reduced by $100 plus million last year the decrease was praised as a benefit for economic development. The House Bill imposes between $360 and $490 million, depending on whose estimates are used, in additional taxes on businesses in the form of sales taxes. If a cut in taxes boosts economic development, then an increase in taxes of almost four times the cut must have the opposite effect. In our State’s current economic circumstances, this could be devastating.

Third, the Bill is a step in the direction of destroying home rule. My position is that the government that works best is the government that is closest to the people. Property taxes are local taxes, not state taxes like income, sales and excise taxes. There is no legitimate reason to remove property taxes from homeowners that are used to support county and municipal government and have the State collect sales taxes and rebate them to counties and cities. Why are the same people who elect State Representatives incapable of electing qualified and dedicated local government representatives, as some would have us believe? 

Fourth, the distribution of the sales tax monies collected under the House Bill rewards spendthrift taxing entities and penalizes those that have been frugal. Moreover, the distribution formula does not take into consideration the number of owner occupied homes but holds cities and counties harmless. The Bill makes no provision for the varying interests of local government. The long term consequences of the distribution formula are not immediately apparent, but we must remember that the decisions we make today have consequences long beyond the time we serve. Furthermore, why should individuals who do not live in cities pay sales taxes to pay for services enjoyed only by city residents, namely, fire and police protection, recreation facilities, garbage collection and the like?

Fifth, in my opinion the cap provisions of the House Bill are meaningless if this Bill becomes law. Tax increases are limited to inflation and growth without a supermajority vote. What is to keep a county or city council from raising taxes if those taxes are not going to be imposed on the majority of the voting public?

Sixth, through a combination of lower assessment rates and homestead exemptions owner-occupied homes are already subsidized by other taxpaying classes. Owner-occupied homes account for about forty percent of property in the State yet they pay currently only slightly more than twenty percent of the property taxes. If all property taxpaying entities were assessed at the same rate and there were no exemptions, owner-occupied homeowners would be paying hundreds of millions more in property taxes than they currently pay.

Seventh, the House Bill does nothing for renters except to impose an additional forty percent increase in the sales taxes they pay. In addition, renters already pay a fifty percent higher property tax than do homeowners because rental property is assessed at six percent rather than four for homeowners. Their check to the landlord covers property taxes on the unit they rent, even though the landlord writes the check to local government.

Finally, other alternatives that have less disastrous consequences are available to address the relevant property tax issues. Sources of revenue other than sales taxes, circuit breakers, and dealing with the operating expenses for schools only for all classes of property are some of the alternatives that deserve more discussion. Perhaps we should slow down, deal with the reassessment issue and maintenance of minimum effort and spend more time reviewing the causes of the property tax problems that exist before we embark on a property tax redistribution effort we may later regret.

Rep. B. R. Skelton

House District 3

H. 4450--SENATE AMENDMENTS AMENDED AND RETURNED TO THE SENATE

The Senate amendments to the following Joint Resolution were taken up for consideration: 

H. 4450 -- Reps. Cotty, Harrell, Merrill, Walker, Ballentine, Haley, Chellis, E. H. Pitts, Townsend, Clark, Altman, Bailey, Bales, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Cato, Ceips, Clyburn, Coleman, Cooper, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Hagood, Harrison, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mahaffey, Martin, Phillips, Pinson, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Sandifer, Scarborough, G. M. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thompson, Toole, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, White, Whitmire, Young, W. D. Smith, Kirsh, Huggins, Hamilton, McGee and Stewart: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 29, ARTICLE III OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT TAXES UPON REAL PROPERTY MUST BE ASSESSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE METHODS AS PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION; TO AMEND SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF ARTICLE X, RELATING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE REQUIREMENT THAT TAXATION OF REAL PROPERTY MUST BE UNIFORM APPLIES TO PROPERTY WITHIN A TAXING JURISDICTION RATHER THAN STATEWIDE; TO AMEND SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE X, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL ESTABLISH METHODS OF VALUATION FOR COUNTIES TO SELECT FROM FOR ASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND PROCEDURES TO IMPLEMENT THE ABOVE PROVISIONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 3, ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO ALLOW A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO LEVY A SALES AND USE TAX IMPOSED FOR SCHOOL OPERATIONS AND COUNTY OPERATIONS  IN ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHIN THE COUNTY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ALL CLASSES OF PROPERTY, EXCEPT FOR FEE IN LIEU OF PROPERTY TAXES, A CREDIT FOR AD VALOREM TAXES, AND TO ALLOW THIS CREDIT AND RESCISSION PURSUANT ONLY TO A REFERENDUM HELD IN A COUNTY IN THE MANNER THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROVIDES BY LAW.

Reps. COTTY, HARRELL, MERRILL and COOPER proposed the following Amendment No. 1A (Doc Name  COUNCIL\GJK\ 21241SD06), which was adopted:

Amend the joint resolution, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:

/SECTION
1.
It is proposed that Article X of the Constitution of this State be amended by adding a new section to read:


“Section 1A.
 Effective for property tax years in which and after which this section is ratified, for purposes of Section 1 of this article, fair market value of real property means its fair market value when ownership of the property last was transferred, increased by the fair market value of improvements made to the real property since ownership of the real property last was transferred.  The General Assembly may by law define an ownership transfer, and an improvement to real property, and provide a base year for determining initial fair market value for purposes of the definition provided in this section.”

SECTION
2.
The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:


“Must Article X of the Constitution of this State, relating to finance and taxation, be amended by adding a new Section 1A so as to provide that the fair market value of real property for purposes of the property tax means its fair market value when ownership of the real property last was transferred, increased by the fair market value of improvements made to the real property since its ownership last was transferred, and to provide that the General Assembly by law may define an ownership transfer, and an improvement to real property, and establish a base year for determining initial fair market value for purposes of the definition?

Yes 

No 

Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

SECTION
3.
It is proposed that the first undesignated paragraph of Section 3, Article X of the Constitution of this State be amended by adding a new item (k) to read:


“(k)
effective beginning for real property tax years in which and after which this item is ratified and in addition to the homestead exemption provided in item (i) above, an additional homestead exemption equal to one hundred percent of the fair market value of the homestead as applied against specified types of operating millage and under conditions prescribed by the General Assembly by general law except that this additional exemption does not apply with respect to property tax imposed for payment of general obligation debt;”

SECTION
4.
The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:


“Must Section 3, Article X of the Constitution of this State, relating to exemptions from property tax, be amended so as to provide an additional exemption from property tax equal to one hundred percent of the fair market value of a homestead as applied against specified types of operating millage and under conditions prescribed by the General Assembly by law, and to provide that this exemption does not apply with respect to property tax imposed for payment of general obligation debt?

Yes 

No 

Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COTTY explained the amendment.

The question then recurred to the adoption of the amendment.

Rep. COTTY demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:

Yeas 100; Nays 8

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:

	Agnew
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Bailey
	Bales
	Ballentine

	Bannister
	Barfield
	Battle

	Bingham
	Bowers
	Brady

	Breeland
	G. Brown
	J. Brown

	R. Brown
	Cato
	Ceips

	Chalk
	Chellis
	Clark

	Clemmons
	Clyburn
	Coates

	Cobb-Hunter
	Coleman
	Cooper

	Cotty
	Dantzler
	Davenport

	Delleney
	Duncan
	Edge

	Emory
	Frye
	Funderburk

	Govan
	Hagood
	Haley

	Hardwick
	Harrell
	Harrison

	Hayes
	Herbkersman
	J. Hines

	Hinson
	Hodges
	Hosey

	Huggins
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kirsh
	Leach
	Limehouse

	Littlejohn
	Loftis
	Lucas

	Mack
	Mahaffey
	Martin

	McGee
	Merrill
	Miller

	Mitchell
	Moody-Lawrence
	J. H. Neal

	J. M. Neal
	Neilson
	Norman

	Ott
	Owens
	Parks

	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts
	Rhoad

	Rivers
	Rutherford
	Sandifer

	Scarborough
	Scott
	Simrill

	Sinclair
	D. C. Smith
	G. M. Smith

	J. R. Smith
	W. D. Smith
	Stewart

	Talley
	Taylor
	Thompson

	Toole
	Townsend
	Tripp

	Viers
	Walker
	Weeks

	White
	Whitmire
	Witherspoon

	Young
	
	


Total--100

 Those who voted in the negative are:

	Branham
	Hamilton
	Harvin

	Kennedy
	McCraw
	Perry

	Rice
	Skelton
	


Total--8

So, the amendment was adopted.

The Senate amendments, as amended, were then agreed to and the Joint Resolution was ordered returned to the Senate.

H. 3841--CONFERENCE REPORT ADOPTED

CONFERENCE REPORT

H. 3841

The General Assembly, Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006

The COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE, whom was referred: (House Doc. No. P:\AMEND\COUNCIL\DKA\ 3789SD06.DOC)

H. 3841 -- Reps. Talley, Bowers, Cotty, Clark, Chellis, Martin, Skelton, Davenport, McGee, Altman, Bailey, Brady, Harrison, J. Hines, Leach, Miller, Moody‑Lawrence, Phillips, Rice, Scarborough, Scott, W.D. Smith, Young, Jennings, Coleman, Hagood, Pinson and Loftis:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 6, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, BY ADDING CHAPTER 34 SO AS TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA RETAIL FACILITIES REVITALIZATION ACT” INCLUDING PROVISIONS TO PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX CREDITS OR INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR REHABILITATION EXPENSES MADE TO ELIGIBLE SITES WHICH HAVE BEEN USED AS RETAIL SALES OR SERVICE FACILITIES

Beg leave to report that they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:

/
SECTION
1.
Title 6 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“CHAPTER 34

Retail Facilities Revitalization Act


Section 6‑34‑10.
This chapter is known and may be cited as the ‘South Carolina Retail Facilities Revitalization Act’.


Section 6‑34‑20.
(A)
The primary purpose of this chapter is to create a meaningful incentive for the renovation, improvements, and redevelopment of abandoned retail facility sites located in South Carolina.


(B)
The abandonment of retail facility sites has resulted in the disruption of communities and increased the cost to local governments by requiring additional police and fire services due to excessive vacancies.  Many abandoned retail facility sites pose safety concerns.  A public and corporate purpose of the local governments will be served by restoring the retail facility sites to a productive asset for the communities and result in increased job opportunities.


(C)
There exists in many communities of this State abandoned retail facilities.  The stable economic and physical development of these areas is endangered by the presence of these abandoned facilities as manifested by progressive and advanced deterioration of structures.  As a result of the existence of these abandoned facilities, there is an excessive and disproportionate expenditure of public funds, inadequate public and private investment, unmarketability of property, growth in delinquencies, and crime in the areas together with an abnormal exodus of families and businesses so that the decline of these areas impairs the value of private investments and threatens the sound growth and the tax base of taxing districts in the areas, and threatens the health, safety, morals, and welfare of the public.  To remove and alleviate these adverse conditions, it is necessary to encourage private investment and restore and enhance the tax base of the taxing districts in the areas by the redevelopment of these abandoned facilities.


Section 6‑34‑30.
For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:


(1)
‘Abandoned’ means that at least eighty percent of the eligible site’s facilities have been continuously closed to business or have been otherwise nonoperational for a period of at least one year immediately preceding the time at which the determination is to be made.  The eligible site’s facilities only include the site’s building or structure.


(2)
‘Eligible site’ means a shopping center, mall, or free standing site whose primary use was as a retail sales facility with at least one tenant or occupant located in a forty thousand square foot or larger building or structure.  To qualify as an eligible site, the shopping center, mall, or free standing site must be abandoned.  During the abandonment, the eligible site may serve as a wholesale facility, provided the site serves as a wholesale facility for no more than one year.


(3)
‘Local taxing entities’ means a county, municipality, school district, special purpose district, and any other entity or district with the power to levy ad valorem property taxes against the eligible site.


(4)
‘Local taxing entity ratio’ means that percentage computed by dividing the millage rate of each local taxing entity by the total millage rate for the eligible site.


(5)
‘Placed in service’ means the date upon which the eligible site is suitable for occupancy for the purposes intended.


(6)
‘Rehabilitation expenses’ means the expenses incurred in the rehabilitation of the eligible site, excluding the cost of acquiring the eligible site or the cost of personal property maintained at the eligible site.


Section 6‑34‑40.
(A)
Subject to the terms and conditions of this chapter, a taxpayer who improves, renovates, or redevelops an eligible site is eligible for one of the following two tax credits:



(1)
a credit against real property taxes levied by local taxing entities equal to twenty‑five percent of the rehabilitation expenses made to the eligible site times the local taxing entity ratio of each local taxing entity that has consented to the tax credit pursuant to subsection (B) below; or



(2)
a credit against any state income taxes imposed equal to ten percent of the rehabilitation expenses.


(B)
If the taxpayer elects to receive the credit pursuant to subsection (A)(1), the following provisions shall apply:



(1)
The municipality or, if the eligible site is located in an unincorporated area, the county first by resolution shall determine the eligibility of the eligible site and the eligibility of the proposedd project seeking the credit.  Any proposed project beginning after July 1, 2006, must be approved by a majority vote of the local governing body.  The foregoing determinations and the municipality’s or county’s approval of the eligible site and proposed project must be by ordinance and public hearing.  The ordinance shall provide for the credit to be taken as a credit against up to seventy‑five percent of the real property taxes due on the site each year not to exceed eight years.  Before determining the eligibility of the proposed eligible site, the municipality or county shall make a finding that the credit will not violate any covenant, representation, or warranty in any of its tax increment financing transactions.



(2)
Not less than forty‑five days before holding the public hearing contemplated in subsection (B)(1), the governing body of the municipality or county shall give notice to all affected local taxing entities where the eligible site is located of its intention to grant a tax credit for an eligible site and the amount of the tax credit proposed to be granted.  If a local taxing entity does not file an objection to the tax credit with the municipality or county on or before the date of the public hearing, the local taxing entity is considered to have consented to the tax credit, provided that the actual tax credit granted is equal to or less than the tax credit stated in the notice of public hearing.



(3)
The tax credit shall vest in the taxpayer in the tax year when the eligible site is placed in service and may be carried forward, in whole or in part, for up to eight years following that date.


(C)
If the taxpayer elects to receive the credit pursuant to subsection (A)(2), the following provisions apply:



(1)
The entire credit may not be taken for the taxable year in which the eligible site is placed in service, but must be taken in equal installments over an eight‑year period beginning with the year in which the property is placed in service.  Any unused portion of a credit installment may be carried forward for the succeeding five years.



(2)
The credit earned pursuant to this subsection by a ‘S’ corporation owing corporate level income tax must be used first at the entity level.  Any remaining credit passes through to each shareholder in a percentage equal to each shareholder’s percentage of stock ownership.



(3)
The credit earned pursuant to this subsection by a general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company, or any other entity taxed as a partnership pursuant to Subchapter K of the Internal Revenue Code must be passed through to its partners and may be allocated among any of its partners, including without limitation, an allocation of the entire credit to one partner, in a manner agreed by the partners.  As used in this subsection, the term ‘partner’ means a partner, member, or owner of an interest in the pass through entity, as applicable.



(4)
The credit earned pursuant to this subsection is in addition to and does not offset the state historic credit in the event the eligible site also is eligible for the state historic credit.



(5)
The South Carolina Department of Revenue shall promulgate regulations to verify the site’s eligibility in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.


(D)
The taxpayer shall elect the mode of credit pursuant to subsection (A)(1) or subsection (A)(2) by providing written notification of its intent to the South Carolina Department of Revenue prior to the date the eligible site is placed in service; provided, that, if the taxpayer did not obtain the approvals contained in subsection (B) or fails to affirmatively make the election prescribed in this chapter before the date the eligible site is placed in service, the taxpayer is considered to have elected to receive the credit provided in subsection (A)(2).


(E)
The owner of the eligible site may transfer, devise, or distribute any unused credit to the tenant of the eligible site. To be effectual, the department must receive written notification and approve of the transfer, devise, or distribution.


(F)
For the credit pursuant to subsection (A)(1), the governing body of a county or municipality where the site is located, by resolution, may reduce the forty thousand square foot eligibility requirement in Section 6‑34‑30(2) by not more than fifteen thousand square feet.”

SECTION
2.
Chapter 34 of Title 6 of the 1976 Code, as added by the provisions of Section 1 of this act, is repealed on July 1, 2016.

SECTION
3.
(A)
Chapter 34 of Title 6 of the 1976 Code takes effect July 1, 2006, and applies for rehabilitation expenses incurred, without regard to the date these expenses were incurred, for eligible sites placed in service on or after July 1, 2006.


(B)
Except as otherwise provided, the remainder of this act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /

Amend title to conform.

Senator William H. O'Dell


Representative Herb Kirsh

Senator C. Bradley Hutto


Representative James H. Lucas

Senator Danny Verdin



Representative Scott F. Talley


On Part of the Senate.




On Part of the House.

Rep. TALLEY explained the Conference Report.

The Conference Report was adopted and a message was ordered sent to the Senate accordingly.

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR

Rep. COOPER moved that the House recur to the Morning Hour, which was agreed to.

S. 572--DEBATE ADJOURNED

Rep. COOPER moved to adjourn debate upon the following Bill, which was adopted:

S. 572 -- Senators Leatherman and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE SUPERSEDES ANY OTHER CONFLICTING LAW; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-3850 SO AS TO REDESIGNATE THE FORMER SECTION 11-35-4020 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-4420 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND THE AFFECTED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN MATTERS PENDING BEFORE OR APPEALED FROM THE PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-35-40, 11-35-45, 11-35-210, 11-35-310, 11-35-410, 11-35-450, 11-35-510, 11-35-540, 11-35-710, 11-35-810, 11-35-820, 11-35-830, 11-35-845, 11-35-1030, 11-35-1210, 11-35-1220, 11-35-1230, 11-35-1240, 11-35-1410, 11-35-1510, 11-35-1520, ALL AS AMENDED, SECTIONS 11-35-1525 and 11-35-1528; AND  SECTIONS 11-35-1530, 11-35-1550, 11-35-1560, 11-35-1575, 11-35-1825, 11-35-2010, 11-35-2030, 11-35-2210, 11-35-2410, 11-35-2440, 11-35-2710, 11-35-2720, 11-35-3020, 11-35-3030, 11-35-3040, 11-35-3060, 11-35-3220, 11-35-3230, 11-35-3240, 11-35-3245, 11-35-3410, 11-35-3510, 11-35-3820, 11-35-3840, 11-35-4210, 11-35-4220, 11-35-4230, 11-35-4340, 11-35-4410, 11-35-5220, 11-35-5230, 11-35-5240, 11-35-5260, AND 11-35-5270, ALL AS AMENDED, ALL RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE, SO AS TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, DELETE REFERENCES TO THE OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES OR DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE TERMS "CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER", DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICE", OR "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICER", AND TO PROVIDE, FURTHER THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD DESIGNATE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICE OR SUBDIVISION OF THE BOARD OR OFFICER OR POSITION OF THE BOARD; TO REPLACE REFERENCES OF PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR "GOODS AND SERVICES" WITH "SUPPLIES, SERVICES, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY", REFINE AND CONFORM VARIOUS COMPETITIVE BIDDING MODES, TO INCREASE MAXIMUM DOLLAR THRESHOLDS IN SEVERAL INSTANCES, TO REDUCE THE POTENTIAL BIDDERS TO BE RANKED IN CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FROM FIVE TO THREE, TO REDUCE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT ALLOWING WAIVER OF A BOND AND SECURITY, AND TO ADJUST SMALL PURCHASE THRESHHOLDS AND AGENCY BASELINE CERTIFICATION; TO PROVIDE THAT A GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE A GOAL THAT TEN PERCENT OF ITS TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF PROCUREMENT FUNDS EXPENDED BE WITH A MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND TO INCREASE THE TAX CREDIT FOR DEALING WITH AN MBE TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY OVER TEN YEARS; TO SHORTEN THE PROTEST DEADLINE; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND AN AFFECTED GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN A REVIEW OR APPEAL OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE OR LEGAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO THE PROCUREMENT CODE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3350, RELATING TO TAX CREDITS FOR STATE CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS WITH MINORITY FIRMS, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CREDIT TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY FOR TEN YEARS; AND TO REPEAL SUBARTICLE 11 OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS IN KIND OF ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; SECTION 11-35-1270, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR CERTAIN SERVICES, AND SUBARTICLE 5 OF ARTICLE 15, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW.

S. 1205--ORDERED TO THIRD READING

Debate was resumed on the following Bill, the pending question being the consideration of the Bill:

S. 1205 -- Senators Grooms, Verdin, Hutto, Peeler, Williams, Land, Bryant, O'Dell, Jackson, Cromer, Ford, Knotts and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 45 OF TITLE 46, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE NUISANCE SUITS PERTAINING TO AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS LOCAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH STATE LAW OR REGULATIONS GOVERNING AN AGRICULTURAL FACILITY OR OPERATION, ARE NULL AND VOID AND TO FURTHER DEFINE WHAT CONSTITUTES AN AGRICULTURAL OPERATION.

The question then recurred to the passage of the Bill.

Rep. HAYES demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as follows:

Yeas 94; Nays 11

 Those who voted in the affirmative are:

	Agnew
	Anderson
	Anthony

	Bailey
	Bales
	Ballentine

	Bannister
	Barfield
	Battle

	Bingham
	Bowers
	J. Brown

	R. Brown
	Cato
	Ceips

	Chalk
	Chellis
	Clark

	Clemmons
	Clyburn
	Coates

	Coleman
	Cooper
	Cotty

	Dantzler
	Davenport
	Delleney

	Duncan
	Edge
	Frye

	Funderburk
	Hagood
	Haley

	Hardwick
	Harrell
	Harrison

	Hayes
	Herbkersman
	J. Hines

	Hinson
	Hodges
	Hosey

	Huggins
	Jefferson
	Jennings

	Kennedy
	Kirsh
	Leach

	Limehouse
	Littlejohn
	Loftis

	Lucas
	Mahaffey
	Martin

	McCraw
	McGee
	McLeod

	Merrill
	Miller
	Neilson

	Norman
	Ott
	Owens

	Perry
	Pinson
	E. H. Pitts

	M. A. Pitts
	Rhoad
	Rice

	Rivers
	Rutherford
	Sandifer

	Scarborough
	Scott
	Simrill

	Sinclair
	Skelton
	G. M. Smith

	G. R. Smith
	J. R. Smith
	W. D. Smith

	Stewart
	Talley
	Taylor

	Thompson
	Toole
	Townsend

	Tripp
	Viers
	Walker

	Weeks
	White
	Witherspoon

	Young
	
	


Total--94

 Those who voted in the negative are:

	Brady
	Breeland
	Emory

	Harvin
	Mack
	Moody-Lawrence

	J. H. Neal
	J. M. Neal
	Parks

	D. C. Smith
	Whipper
	


Total--11

So, the Bill was read second time and ordered to third reading.  

RECORD FOR VOTING


I was temporarily out of the Chamber during the vote on S. 1205. I wish to record my vote in the Journal as voting ‘no’ on S. 1205.


Rep. William R. Whitmire

SPEAKER IN CHAIR

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR

Rep. LEACH moved that the House recur to the Morning Hour, which was agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has adopted the report of the Committee of Conference on H. 3841:

H. 3841 -- Reps. Talley, Bowers, Cotty, Clark, Chellis, Martin, Skelton, Davenport, McGee, Altman, Bailey, Brady, Harrison, J. Hines, Leach, Miller, Moody-Lawrence, Phillips, Rice, Scarborough, Scott, W. D. Smith, Young, Jennings, Coleman, Hagood, Pinson and Loftis: A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 6, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, BY ADDING CHAPTER 34 SO AS TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA RETAIL FACILITIES REVITALIZATION ACT" INCLUDING PROVISIONS TO PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX CREDITS OR INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR REHABILITATION EXPENSES MADE TO ELIGIBLE SITES WHICH HAVE BEEN USED AS RETAIL SALES OR SERVICE FACILITIES.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it concurs in the amendments proposed by the House to S. 836:

S. 836 -- Senator Moore: A BILL TO AMEND JOINT RESOLUTION 210 OF 1987, RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF NOTES OF THE CLARK'S-HILL RUSSELL AUTHORITY BY THE DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD AND THE INTEREST RATE ON THESE NOTES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE INTEREST RATE MUST BE DETERMINED PERIODICALLY BY THE STATE TREASURER, RATHER THAN SET AT A RATE OF EIGHT PERCENT PER YEAR.

and has ordered the Bill Enrolled for Ratification.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it concurs in the amendments proposed by the House to S. 1038:

S. 1038 -- Senators Martin, Gregory, Cleary, Knotts, Richardson, Ryberg, Mescher, Scott, Grooms, Elliott, Verdin and Williams: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 135 TO TITLE 44 TO ENACT THE “ASBESTOS AND SILICA CLAIMS PROCEDURE ACT OF 2006”, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT NO PERSON MAY RECEIVE A TRIAL DATE IN AN ASBESTOS OR SILICA CLAIM WITHOUT FIRST MAKING A PRIMA FACIE SHOWING THAT A QUALIFIED PHYSICIAN HAS DIAGNOSED THE PERSON WITH AN ASBESTOS RELATED OR SILICA RELATED DISEASE BASED ON THE PHYSICIAN’S ANALYSIS OF A DETAILED OCCUPATIONAL AND EXPOSURE HISTORY OF THE PERSON AND AN ANALYSIS OF THE PERSON’S MEDICAL HISTORY; TO ESTABLISH CRITERIA FOR THE REQUIRED MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION OF THE EXPOSED PERSON’S PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT; TO ESTABLISH THAT THE LIMITATIONS PERIOD FOR AN EXPOSED PERSON OR  CLAIMANT TO BRING AN ACTION DOES NOT BEGIN TO RUN UNTIL THE EXPOSED PERSON OR CLAIMANT DISCOVERS, OR SHOULD HAVE DISCOVERED, THAT THE EXPOSED PERSON OR CLAIMANT HAS OR HAD PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT; TO CLARIFY THAT THIS CHAPTER DOES NOT AFFECT THE SCOPE OR OPERATION OF ANY WORKER’S COMPENSATION LAW OR VETERANS’ BENEFIT PROGRAM; AND TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN OTHER REQUIREMENTS TO FILE AND MAINTAIN AN ASBESTOS OR SILICA CLAIM.

and has ordered the Bill Enrolled for Ratification.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it concurs in the amendments proposed by the House to S. 1175:

S. 1175 -- Senator Leatherman: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3360, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR PURPOSES OF THE TARGETED JOBS TAX CREDIT, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "DISTRIBUTION FACILITY"; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO CONFORM THE DEFINITION OF DISTRIBUTION FACILITY TO THE REVISED DEFINITION PROVIDED BY THE AMENDMENT TO THE TARGETED JOBS TAX CREDIT IN THIS ACT.

and has ordered the Bill Enrolled for Ratification.

Very respectfully,

President

Received as information.  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:


The Senate respectfully invites your Honorable Body to attend in the Senate Chamber at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 18, 2006, for the purpose of Ratifying Acts.

Very respectfully,

President

On motion of Rep. LIMEHOUSE the invitation was accepted.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 881 -- Senator Ritchie: A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLES 1 AND 3, CHAPTER 47 OF TITLE 40, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICIANS, SURGEONS, AND OSTEOPATHS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND PROVIDE FOR ITS POWERS AND DUTIES; PROVIDE FOR THE MEDICAL DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION, ITS COMPOSITION, POWERS, AND DUTIES; DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS; PROVIDE THAT OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES AS PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF OTHER SCHOOLS OF MEDICINE WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDE THE RESTRICTIONS ON PRACTICING MEDICINE AND PROVIDE FOR LICENSED AND UNLICENSED PERSONS; PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR LIMITED AND TEMPORARY LICENSES; PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR PERMANENT LICENSES AND EXAMINATIONS AN APPLICANT SHALL PASS; PROVIDE BOARD DISCRETION TO ISSUE A PERMANENT LICENSE TO CERTAIN THIRD YEAR RESIDENTS; PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ACADEMIC LICENSE; PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SPECIAL VOLUNTEER LICENSE; PROVIDE FOR A LICENSE REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF AN EXPERT MEDICAL WITNESS; PROVIDE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS OF NEW APPLICANTS AND LICENSEES UNDER INVESTIGATION OR IN DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS; PROVIDE FOR CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCY OF PHYSICIANS HOLDING PERMANENT LICENSES AND RENEWAL, REINSTATEMENT, AND REACTIVATION OF CERTAIN PERMANENT LICENSES; PROVIDE THE RENEWAL PROCESS FOR CERTAIN LICENSES; PROVIDE THAT A LICENSEE SHALL NOTIFY THE BOARD REGARDING CERTAIN CHANGES AND REGARDING AN ADVERSE DISCIPLINARY ACTION AND PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE FOR REACTIVATION OF AN INACTIVE LICENSE; PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE FOR LATE RENEWAL OF A LICENSE; PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE FOR REINSTATEMENT OF A LICENSE AFTER SUSPENSION; PROVIDE THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT SHALL REVIEW CERTAIN ACTIONS OF THE BOARD UPON PETITION OF THE APPLICANT OR LICENSEE; PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION SHALL PROVIDE CERTAIN OPERATIONS AND ACTIVITIES TO THE BOARD; PROVIDE FOR THE FEES THE BOARD SHALL CHARGE; PROVIDE FOR RECORD KEEPING OF THE ADMINISTRATOR AND THE BOARD; PROVIDE THAT PRACTITIONERS SHALL CONDUCT THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO THE CODE OF ETHICS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD; PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INVESTIGATE COMPLAINTS AND VIOLATIONS; THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE BOARD MAY ADMINISTER OATHS WHEN TAKING TESTIMONY UPON MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS OR DUTIES OF THE BOARD; PROVIDE THAT RESTRAINING ORDERS AND CEASE AND DESIST ORDERS MAY BE ISSUED PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDE ADDITIONAL GROUNDS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION AND DEFINE WHEN A LICENSEE HAS COMMITTED MISCONDUCT; PROVIDE FOR A LICENSEE WHO HAS BEEN ADJUDGED MENTALLY ILL; PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE FOR HOW THE BOARD SHALL REVOKE, SUSPEND, OR RESTRICT A LICENSE OF LIMIT OR DISCIPLINE A LICENSEE WITH THE RIGHT OF REVIEW BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT; PROVIDE THE PROCEDURE FOR WHEN A PERSON HAS ENGAGED IN CONDUCT WHICH SUBVERTS OR ATTEMPTS TO SUBVERT THE SECURITY OR INTEGRITY OF THE LICENSING EXAMINATION PROCESS; PROVIDE FOR DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS WHEN A LICENSEE COMMITS ACTS OR OMISSIONS CAUSING THE DENIAL, CANCELLATION, REVOCATION, SUSPENSION, OR RESTRICTION OF A LICENSE TO PRACTICE IN ANOTHER STATE; PROVIDE THAT IF A LICENSEE ATTENDS A PATIENT WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS HE IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR; PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT FOR A LICENSEE TO PRESCRIBE DRUGS TO AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT FIRST ESTABLISHING A PROPER PHYSICIAN-PATIENT RELATIONSHIP; PROVIDE FOR SUSPENSION OF REVOCATION OF A LICENSE PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDE FOR A PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCY, MENTAL, OR PHYSICAL EXAMINATION AND THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE EXAMINATION; PROVIDE THE JURISDICTION OF THE BOARD; PROVIDE FOR THE PROCEDURE FOR AN INITIAL COMPLAINT AND AN INVESTIGATION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT; PROVIDE FOR WHEN A FORMAL COMPLAINT MUST BE ISSUED, WHEN THERE MUST BE A FORMAL HEARING, THE REPORTING AND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, THE REVIEW BY THE BOARD, ACTIONS THE BOARD MAY TAKE UPON FINAL REVIEW, AND THE PROCEDURE FOR SERVICE OF NOTICE; PROVIDE FOR WHEN DISCOVERY MAY BE PERMITTED; PROVIDE THE ACTIONS A BOARD MAY TAKE UPON THE DETERMINATION THAT GROUNDS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION EXIST AND THE MANNER OF AND PROCEDURE FOR DISCIPLINING THE PERSON COMMITTING THE MISCONDUCT; PROVIDE THAT THE PERSON MAY HAVE TO PAY A FINE AND THE COSTS OF THE DISCIPLINARY ACTION; PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WHOSE LICENSE HAS BEEN PERMANENTLY REVOKED MUST NOT BE READMITTED TO PRACTICE IN THIS STATE; PROVIDE THAT A LICENSEE MAY RELINQUISH AN AUTHORIZATION TO PRACTICE INSTEAD OF FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS; PROVIDE FOR FINAL ORDERS OF THE BOARD; PROVIDE THAT DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT; PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD MAY DENY LICENSURE ON THE SAME GROUNDS FOR WHICH THE BOARD MAY TAKE DISCIPLINARY ACTION AGAINST THE PERSON PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD MAY DENY A LICENSE BASED ON A PERSON'S CRIMINAL RECORD PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDE THAT A PERSON MAY NOT PRACTICE UNTIL FINAL ACTION IN THE DISCIPLINARY MATTER IF HE VOLUNTARILY SURRENDERS HIS AUTHORIZATION TO PRACTICE WHILE UNDER INVESTIGATION OF A VIOLATION; FINAL DECISION BY THE BOARD MAY BE REVIEWED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT; PROVIDE THAT A PERSON FOUND IN VIOLATION MAY BE REQUIRED TO PAY COSTS SUBJECT TO COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS; PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION RELATED TO PROCEEDINGS AND CERTAIN COMMUNICATIONS UNTIL FILED; PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF EACH INITIAL COMPLAINT AND NOTIFY THE COMPLAINANT OF THE OUTCOME; PROVIDE A PROCEDURE FOR BREACH OF CONFIDENTIALITY; PROVIDE WHEN A LICENSEE MAY SUPERVISE ANOTHER PRACTITIONER AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN; PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR UNLAWFUL PRACTICE OF MEDICINE; AND PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT, IN ADDITION TO INSTITUTING A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING, MAY INSTITUTE A CIVIL ACTION THROUGH THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AGAINST A PERSON OR ENTITY FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS AND PROVIDE A PENALTY.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 103 -- Senators Hayes and Elliott: A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 40, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 20 TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA DIETETICS LICENSURE ACT" SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA BOARD OF DIETETICS AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERS, POWERS, AND DUTIES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF PERSONS ENGAGING IN THE PRACTICE OF DIETETICS OR NUTRITION, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR LICENSURE AND LICENSE RENEWAL; TO ESTABLISH THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR DIETITIANS; AND TO PROVIDE GROUNDS FOR MISCONDUCT AND PENALTIES FOR MISCONDUCT, INCLUDING CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 142 -- Senator Hayes: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1210 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS USED IN THE ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANCE PRACTICE ACT, TO CHANGE THE DEFINITIONS OF "ANESTHESIOLOGIST" AND "SUPERVISING ANESTHESIOLOGIST" BY ADDING THE AMERICAN OSTEOPATHIC ASSOCIATION AS A RECOGNIZED ENTITY FOR APPROVAL OF ANESTHESIOLOGY PROGRAMS; TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1240, RELATING TO THE LICENSURE OF ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS, TO ALLOW A BOARD DESIGNEE TO REVIEW AN APPLICANT'S QUALIFICATIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1245, RELATING TO THE PROTOCOL AN ANESTHESIOLOGIST SHALL ADOPT WHEN ACTING AS A SUPERVISING ANESTHESIOLOGIST, TO CHANGE THE TERM TO A SPONSORING ANESTHESIOLOGIST; TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1250, RELATING TO SUPERVISION OF ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS, TO CHANGE THE NUMBER OF ASSISTANTS AN ANESTHESIOLOGIST MAY SUPERVISE FROM TWO TO FOUR; TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1275, RELATING TO THE PROCEDURE REQUIRED WHEN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANT AND A SUPERVISING ANESTHESIOLOGIST IS TERMINATED, TO CHANGE THE TERM TO A SPONSORING ANESTHESIOLOGIST; AND TO AMEND SECTION 40-47-1295, RELATING TO FEES FOR ANESTHESIOLOGIST'S ASSISTANTS, TO CHANGE THE NAME OF A SUPERVISOR FEE TO A SUPERVISOR SPONSOR FEE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 1032 -- Senator Lourie: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-63-100, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATES, SO AS TO FURTHER SPECIFY THE PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING A COURT-ORDERED BIRTH CERTIFICATE, INCLUDING REQUIRING ATTACHMENT OF A CERTIFICATION TO THE PETITION FROM THE STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS STATING THAT NO BIRTH RECORD HAS BEEN LOCATED AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE ORDER ESTABLISHING THE RECORD OF BIRTH.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. HARRISON, from the Committee on Judiciary, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

S. 1243 -- Senators Rankin, Bryant, Peeler, Setzler, Knotts, Land, Williams, Cromer, Hutto, Elliott, Scott, Richardson, Ritchie, Short, Thomas and Ford: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 27-32-260 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE PREPARATION AND SUPERVISION OF THE CLOSING DOCUMENTS AND THE CLOSING OF A PURCHASE AND SALE OF AN INTEREST IN A VACATION TIME SHARING PLAN, AND TO EXEMPT THE TRANSACTION FROM THE ATTORNEY PREFERENCE REQUIREMENT IN THE CONSUMER PROTECTION CODE IF THE CLOSING DOCUMENTS CONTAIN A CONSPICUOUS DISCLOSURE TO A PARTY TO A PURCHASE AND SALE OF AN INTEREST IN A VACATION TIME SHARING PLAN OF THE NEED TO UNDERSTAND HIS RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS PURSUANT TO THE CLOSING DOCUMENTS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 27-32-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN CONNECTION WITH A VACATION TIME SHARING PLAN, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF "CONTRACT".

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. LEACH, from the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions, submitted a favorable report on:

S. 1425 -- Senator Lourie: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE CONGRESS TO MANDATE NEWBORN SCREENING TESTING FOR SEVERE COMBINED IMMUNODEFICIENCY TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF SENSELESS DEATHS ASSOCIATED WITH A LATE DIAGNOSIS OF THIS OFTEN DEADLY DISEASE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5165 -- Rep. Ballentine: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE CHELSEY MOSES OF IRMO, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON BEING SELECTED TO RECEIVE THE 2006 MARGARET JANE WINBURN CLARKE SCHOLARSHIP AND TO WISH HER THE VERY BEST AS SHE EMBARKS ON HER COLLEGE CAREER AT WINTHROP UNIVERSITY.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5166 -- Rep. Ballentine: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE ZACHARY DANIEL BRUNSON OF LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON BEING SELECTED TO RECEIVE THE 2006 BERNARD CARROLL BALLENTINE SCHOLARSHIP AND TO WISH HIM THE VERY BEST AS HE EMBARKS ON HIS COLLEGE CAREER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5167 -- Reps. Cobb-Hunter, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND REVEREND DOCTOR SAMUEL B. MARSHALL FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED THIRTY-TWO PLUS YEARS OF SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ORANGEBURG COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT THREE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE BOARD AND EXTEND TO HIM EVERY BEST WISH FOR A HAPPY AND ENJOYABLE RETIREMENT.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5168 -- Reps. Ballentine, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE JESSICA LYNN CORLEY OF IRMO, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON BEING SELECTED TO RECEIVE THE 2006 JOHN DEWEY WINBURN, JR. SCHOLARSHIP AND TO WISH HER THE VERY BEST AS SHE EMBARKS ON HER COLLEGE CAREER AT CLEMSON UNIVERSITY.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5169 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND MRS. LINDA J. C. JONES OF RICHLAND COUNTY FOR THIRTY-THREE YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS A CHILD DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST WITH THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND TO EXTEND TO HER EVERY BEST WISH FOR A HAPPY AND ENJOYABLE RETIREMENT.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5170 -- Reps. Rutherford, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO COMMEND FORD MASON FOR THE OUTSTANDING WORK HE HAS DONE ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO RECOGNIZE HIM FOR HIS ROLE AS LEGISLATIVE LIAISON OF THE STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, RICHLAND AND LEXINGTON CHAPTER.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5171 -- Reps. G. R. Smith and Leach: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE STUDENTS OF LANGSTON CHARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL IN GREENVILLE FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN THE C-SPAN STUDENTCAM COMPETITION AND TO WISH THEM THE BEST IN ALL THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5172 -- Reps. M. A. Pitts, Duncan and Taylor: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SHRINE RACE HELD AT THE LAURENS MOTOR SPEEDWAY IN LAURENS COUNTY, AND TO HONOR THE SHRINERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED IMMEASURABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5173 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO COMMEND ROBERT MITCHELL FOR THE OUTSTANDING WORK HE HAS DONE ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO RECOGNIZE HIM FOR HIS EXCELLENT SERVICE AS PRESIDENT OF THE RICHLAND AND LEXINGTON CHAPTER OF THE STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5174 -- Reps. Huggins, Ballentine, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE DUTCH FORK REPUBLICAN WOMEN ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY, AND TO WISH ITS MEMBERS ALL THE BEST IN THE FUTURE.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5175 -- Rep. Bowers: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE MRS. LOUISE GRIFFEN GARRIS OF WILLIAMS ON THE OCCASION OF HER NINETY-THIRD BIRTHDAY ON MAY 26, 2006, AND TO WISH HER A MAGNIFICENT CELEBRATION AS WELL AS MANY MORE YEARS OF HAPPINESS AND JOY.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5176 -- Reps. Harvin, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE JOHN TINDAL, SUPERINTENDENT OF CLARENDON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO, FOR RECEIVING THE RURAL EDUCATION AWARD AND TO COMMEND HIM FOR HIS CONTINUING DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO 


IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION IN RURAL SOUTH CAROLINA.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5177 -- Rep. Norman: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND SONYA SIMS OF CHESTERFIELD COUNTY UPON HER RECEIPT OF THE PAGELAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OUTSTANDING WOMAN IN BUSINESS AWARD AND TO APPLAUD HER FOR HER INNOVATION, DEDICATION, AND STRONG BUSINESS SENSE.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5178 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO COMMEND THE REVEREND CHARLES EPPES, SR., OF RICHLAND COUNTY FOR A DISTINGUISHED THIRTY-FOUR YEAR CAREER AS A STATE EMPLOYEE AND FOR HIS FAITHFUL SERVICE AS PASTOR OF THE PROGRESSIVE BAPTIST CHURCH IN COLUMBIA FOR TWENTY-ONE YEARS.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5179 -- Reps. Delleney, W. D. Smith and F. N. Smith: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND THE NONLEGISLATIVE MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION, THE COMMISSION STAFF, AND THE MEMBERS OF THE CITIZENS COMMITTEES ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS ON THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF HISTORIC LEGISLATION REFORMING THE JUDICIAL SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE EXEMPLARY SERVICE THEY PERFORM IN EVALUATING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTER OF CANDIDATES FOR JUDICIAL OFFICE IN THE STATE.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 5180 -- Reps. J. M. Neal, Emory and Lucas: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE THE ANDREW JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL LADIES SOFTBALL TEAM OF KERSHAW COUNTY ON ITS MOST IMPRESSIVE CAPTURE OF THE 2006 AA STATE SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE AND TO HONOR ITS PLAYERS AND THEIR COACH, STEVE MIDDLETON, ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. J. M. NEAL, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 5181 -- Reps. J. M. Neal, Emory and Lucas: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR TO THE PLAYERS, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS OF THE ANDREW JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL LADIES SOFTBALL TEAM ON A DATE AND AT A TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, extend the privilege of the floor to the players, coaches, and school officials of the Andrew Jackson High School Ladies Softball Team on a date and at a time to be determined by the Speaker.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 1426 -- Senators Ritchie, Cleary and Ford: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND THE NONLEGISLATIVE MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION, THE COMMISSION STAFF, AND THE MEMBERS OF THE CITIZENS COMMITTEES ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS ON THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF HISTORIC LEGISLATION REFORMING THE JUDICIAL SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE EXEMPLARY SERVICE THEY PERFORM IN EVALUATING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND CHARACTER OF CANDIDATES FOR JUDICIAL OFFICE IN THE STATE.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered returned to the Senate with concurrence.

INTRODUCTION OF BILL  

The following Bill was introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committee:

H. 5182 -- Reps. Bowers and Rivers: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 286 OF 1989, RELATING TO THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF HAMPTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS 1 AND 2, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE TRUSTEES, AT THEIR DISCRETION, MAY RECEIVE AN ANNUAL SALARY UP TO THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

On motion of Rep. RIVERS, with unanimous consent, the Bill was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

S. 572--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up:

S. 572 -- Senators Leatherman and Setzler: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-25 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE SUPERSEDES ANY OTHER CONFLICTING LAW; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-3850 SO AS TO REDESIGNATE THE FORMER SECTION 11-35-4020 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; BY ADDING SECTION 11-35-4420 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND THE AFFECTED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN MATTERS PENDING BEFORE OR APPEALED FROM THE PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-35-40, 11-35-45, 11-35-210, 11-35-310, 11-35-410, 11-35-450, 11-35-510, 11-35-540, 11-35-710, 11-35-810, 11-35-820, 11-35-830, 11-35-845, 11-35-1030, 11-35-1210, 11-35-1220, 11-35-1230, 11-35-1240, 11-35-1410, 11-35-1510, 11-35-1520, ALL AS AMENDED, SECTIONS 11-35-1525 and 11-35-1528; AND  SECTIONS 11-35-1530, 11-35-1550, 11-35-1560, 11-35-1575, 11-35-1825, 11-35-2010, 11-35-2030, 11-35-2210, 11-35-2410, 11-35-2440, 11-35-2710, 11-35-2720, 11-35-3020, 11-35-3030, 11-35-3040, 11-35-3060, 11-35-3220, 11-35-3230, 11-35-3240, 11-35-3245, 11-35-3410, 11-35-3510, 11-35-3820, 11-35-3840, 11-35-4210, 11-35-4220, 11-35-4230, 11-35-4340, 11-35-4410, 11-35-5220, 11-35-5230, 11-35-5240, 11-35-5260, AND 11-35-5270, ALL AS AMENDED, ALL RELATING TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSOLIDATED PROCUREMENT CODE, SO AS TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, DELETE REFERENCES TO THE OFFICE OF GENERAL SERVICES OR DIVISION OF GENERAL SERVICES OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD AND REPLACE THEM WITH THE TERMS "CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER", "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICE", OR "DESIGNATED BOARD OFFICER", AND TO PROVIDE, FURTHER THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD DESIGNATE THE APPROPRIATE OFFICE OR SUBDIVISION OF THE BOARD OR OFFICER OR POSITION OF THE BOARD; TO REPLACE REFERENCES OF PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR "GOODS AND SERVICES" WITH "SUPPLIES, SERVICES, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY", REFINE AND CONFORM VARIOUS COMPETITIVE BIDDING MODES, TO INCREASE MAXIMUM DOLLAR THRESHOLDS IN SEVERAL INSTANCES, TO REDUCE THE POTENTIAL BIDDERS TO BE RANKED IN CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS FROM FIVE TO THREE, TO REDUCE THE CONTRACT AMOUNT ALLOWING WAIVER OF A BOND AND SECURITY, AND TO ADJUST SMALL PURCHASE THRESHHOLDS AND AGENCY BASELINE CERTIFICATION; TO PROVIDE THAT A GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE A GOAL THAT TEN PERCENT OF ITS TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF PROCUREMENT FUNDS EXPENDED BE WITH A MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE AND TO INCREASE THE TAX CREDIT FOR DEALING WITH AN MBE TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY OVER TEN YEARS; TO SHORTEN THE PROTEST DEADLINE; AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER AND AN AFFECTED GOVERNMENTAL BODY HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN A REVIEW OR APPEAL OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE OR LEGAL DECISION MADE PURSUANT TO THE PROCUREMENT CODE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-6-3350, RELATING TO TAX CREDITS FOR STATE CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS WITH MINORITY FIRMS, SO AS TO INCREASE THE CREDIT TO FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY FOR TEN YEARS; AND TO REPEAL SUBARTICLE 11 OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS IN KIND OF ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES BY A GOVERNMENTAL BODY; SECTION 11-35-1270, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR CERTAIN SERVICES, AND SUBARTICLE 5 OF ARTICLE 15, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 11 RELATING TO THE CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW.

Reps. CEIPS and SCARBOROUGH proposed the following Amendment No. 3 (Doc Name COUNCIL\MS\7437MM06), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately numbered SECTION to read:

/ SECTION
___.A.
Article 9, Chapter 5, Title 50 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Article 9

Shellfish


Section 50‑5‑900.
(A)
The department may grant permits to any state resident for the exclusive use of portions of the intertidal or subtidal state‑bottoms or waters for commercial shellfish culture or mariculture not to exceed an aggregate of five hundred acres of bottoms or an aggregate of one hundred surface acres of waters to any entity. In exercising its discretion the department may consider applicants’ previous performance and compliance with natural resources laws. 


(B)
Each permit is valid for five years and may be renewed for additional terms. 


(C)
For purposes of this article, ‘state resident’ means an individual who is a legal resident of South Carolina or an entity the majority stockholder, partner, or principal of which is a legal resident of South Carolina.


Section 50‑5‑905.
(A)
A person or entity state resident desiring to acquire a Shellfish Culture Permit or a Shellfish Mariculture Permit for any bottoms or waters must make written application to the department on a form provided by the department. A nonrefundable sum of twenty‑five dollars must accompany the application for each permit. If the proposed area is available for shellfish culture or mariculture, the department shall determine: 



(1)
the acreage of waters or shellfish bottoms;  and 



(2)
the acreage capable of producing shellfish. 


(B)
No other Shellfish Culture Permit may be granted for the bottoms delineated within an existing Shellfish Culture Permit area. However, within the perimeter boundary of an existing Shellfish Culture Permit, the department may grant permits for mariculture for waters or bottoms not then under culture permit. 


Section 50‑5‑910.
(A)
An applicant for Shellfish Culture Permits and Shellfish Mariculture Permits must: 



(1)
satisfy the department that the applicant has sufficient shellfish culture experience and will directly manage and supervise the cultivation of the permit area applied for, or will employ a qualified individual as manager within three months following the date that the permit becomes effective; 



(2)
own and employ or provide assurance that the applicant is capable of acquiring the necessary equipment and personnel to effectively harvest and manage the area in question;  and 



(3)
hold or be qualified to obtain all state and federal approvals required for use of the bottoms or waters for which application is made. 


(B)
In cases where two or more individuals who are equally qualified apply for a permit for the same bottoms or waters, the granting of the permit may be determined by lottery. The order in which applications are received shall have no bearing on the granting of a permit. 


(C)
Persons and entities State residents granted Shellfish Culture Permits and Shellfish Mariculture Permits must submit a sworn statement stating the permittee has a wholesale seafood dealer’s license, a molluscan shellfish license, and a shellfish facility certified by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control or that all shellfish harvested for sale shall be handled through a licensed wholesale seafood dealer having a molluscan shellfish license and a Department of Health and Environmental Control approved facility. 


Section 50‑5‑915.
(A)
In reviewing applications for Shellfish Culture Permits and Shellfish Mariculture Permits, the department must: 



(1)
review applications for permits and consider each applicant’s qualifications, and may conduct personal interviews; 



(2)
consider contested permit applications, permit revisions, variances, or revocations;  and 



(3)
consider the allocation of shellfish bottoms and waters for public or private use. 


(B)
Permits may be conditioned by the department to include requirements related to: 



(1)
shellfish production and reporting; 



(2)
mariculture structures and operations; 



(3)
guarantee of public rights of access and nonconflicting uses of permitted areas; 



(4)
planting variances; 



(5)
bonding and escrow; 



(6)
the department being held harmless from any claims or damages resulting from the permitted operations; 



(7)
correction of any environmental degradation which may result from the permitted activity;  and 



(8)
revocation for failure to comply with permit performance conditions. 


(C)
Revocation of Shellfish Culture Permits and Shellfish Mariculture Permits may be delegated by the department director to the deputy director for Marine Resources. 


Section 50‑5‑920.
(A)
If this State authorizes any activity or use which requires closure of shellfish bottoms or waters, the portion of permitted bottoms or waters which falls within the closed area may be removed from the permit acreage, and the permit acreage agreement and annual fee adjusted on the annual renewal date. 


(B)
If any activity or use is permitted: 



(1)
over the objections of the department;  or 



(2)
for a project of overriding public need; and if the activity or use causes shellfish bottoms or waters to be unsuitable for the purposes of shellfish propagation or diminishes the productivity of any shellfish bottoms or waters, the agency which allowed the activity, upon recommendation by the department, must require mitigation for the loss of the resource. Mitigation must not be considered as a factor to justify adverse impacts, and this section must not be interpreted as authorizing any adverse impact on shellfish bottoms or waters. 


(C)
If an unauthorized action results in an adverse impact on shellfish bottoms or waters, the responsible party may be required by the department to mitigate for the loss of the resource and to compensate the department’s shellfish permittee. 


(D)
Where shellfish grounds have been adversely impacted or closed by previous state authorization and there is additional adverse impact authorized by a state agency, the proponent (permittee) of the additional activity or use must mitigate the additional adverse impact. All such mitigation must benefit the resource. 


(E)
Mitigation of adverse impacts on shellfish bottoms and waters must be determined by the department. The determination constitutes a final agency decision for the purposes of the Administrative Procedures Act. 


Section 50‑5‑925.
Upon conditional approval by the department of the shellfish culture or mariculture application and map, the applicant must publish a notice in a form satisfactory to the department advising all interested persons that the applicant has applied for a Shellfish Culture Permit or Shellfish Mariculture Permit and provide a specific description of the bottoms or waters. The notice must be published once a week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county of the proposed permit. 


Section 50‑5‑930.
If a person state resident granted a Shellfish Culture Permit or a Shellfish Mariculture Permit reapplies for the same bottoms or waters in the next ensuing term, the department must give preference to that applicant if the applicant has complied with all requirements of this article and his permit. 


Section 50‑5‑935.
Each person state resident granted a Shellfish Culture Permit or a Shellfish Mariculture Permit must pay an annual fee of five dollars an acre for the bottoms on which he has been granted shellfishing rights, or five dollars an acre of water surface determined at mean high water delineated on the permit map, or both, when waters above permitted bottoms are also permitted. In the case of bottoms, the annual permit fee must be based on the number of bottom acres producing or capable of producing shellfish. The annual fee for shellfish permits must be prorated from the first of the month following the issuance of the permit to February 1 next. Thereafter, all annual fees are payable in advance. On February 1, the department must invoice each permittee. If the annual fee is not paid by March 1, the department must add a late penalty of ten percent. If the department does not receive the fee and any penalty on or before April 1, the permit is void. 


Section 50‑5‑940.
(A)
Each Shellfish Culture permittee must plant fifty bushels of shell, seed oysters, seed clams, or other approved culch, or equivalent as determined by the department, annually for each acre of bottoms in his permit. All culch planting must be done between May 1 and August 31, inclusive, except permittees may replant green oyster shell from current operations if the shell is replanted within three days after gathering. Seed oysters and seed clams may be planted at any time of the year. All planting must be done only after notice to and with the approval of the department. 


(B)
The department may allow credit for planting on shellfish bottoms not under permit. If the plantings are previously approved by the department, credit must be given toward the permittee’s annual quota in an amount equal to two times that of the number of bushels actually planted. 


(C)
The department may provide incentives to permittees for improved or innovative management and cultivation techniques in the form of additional planting credits or planting variances. 


(D)
If a permittee does not plant the required quota of approved culch or seed, his permit must be revoked or the permitted acreage reduced based upon the percentage of quota actually planted. In the event a permittee believes a permitted area, or a portion thereof, does not require planting for reasons of sound management, he must apply in writing to the department for a variance in his annual quota. The decision as to whether or not the bottoms must be planted or a variance given is within the discretion of the department. One cubic yard of approved culch is considered as twenty‑one and seven‑tenths bushels. 


(E)
The provisions of this section do not apply to Shellfish Mariculture Permits. 

Section 50‑5‑945.
Shellfish Culture permittees may acquire a permit to take shellfish for replanting from state bottoms designated by the department for that purpose. The permittee must make application to the department ten days before removing shellfish. 


Section 50‑5‑950.
In addition to the requirements of this article, the department may specify other permit terms and conditions. The department may require a written agreement between or among permittees holding bottoms or waters within a specified perimeter boundary. If the permittee violates any terms or conditions of the permit or a written agreement, the department may revoke or suspend the permit. 


Section 50‑5‑955.
(A)
The Department of Natural Resources may designate and shall maintain Public Shellfish Grounds where persons holding or exempted from holding a marine recreational fishing stamp as required by Article 19 of this chapter may gather shellfish solely for personal use not to exceed the personal limits specified in this article. The open areas must be located preferably at or near public landings. The Department of Natural Resources may not designate an area located within one thousand feet of highland property capable of development as a Public Shellfish Ground. Areas designated before January 1, 1996, are exempt from the siting provision of this section and retain their designation until such designation is removed by the department. 


(B)
No area currently containing a structure permitted by the Department of Health and Environmental Control or its successor agency may be designated pursuant to this section. The Department of Health and Environmental Control or its successor agency may not issue a permit for utilization of a critical area designated as a Public Shellfish Ground. 


(C)
A person taking shellfish from a Public Shellfish Ground for commercial purposes or selling or attempting to sell shellfish taken from a Public Shellfish Ground is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑960.
(A)
The following provisions apply to the taking and possessing of shellfish from bottoms designated by the department for recreational shellfish harvest by persons not permitted to harvest shellfish for commercial purposes: 



(1)
there is a personal limit of not more than two bushels of oysters or one‑half bushel of clams, or both, in any one day; 



(2)
no person may harvest shellfish recreationally on more than two calendar days per any seven‑day period;  and 



(3)
regardless of the number of persons, there is a maximum possession limit of three personal limits per boat or vehicle or boat and vehicle combination. 


(B)
No person other than a person state resident holding the required commercial license and permit may have in possession more than the daily limit provided in this article while on the waters of this State or the adjoining lands, provided that this prohibition does not apply to persons possessing or transporting properly tagged shellfish received from a licensed and certified wholesale seafood dealer. 


(C)
A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑965.
(A)
A person who takes shellfish from bottoms or waters designated for commercial harvest must possess an individual harvesting permit granted by the department if the person: 



(1)
harvests or possesses quantities greater than those provided in this article for personal use;  or 



(2)
harvests for commercial purposes. 


(B)
The department may limit the number of areas not under Shellfish Culture Permit or Shellfish Mariculture Permit on which an individual may be permitted to harvest. 


(C)
When bottoms or waters are under permit for shellfish culture or mariculture, permittees may allow persons to harvest shellfish from bottoms and waters permitted to him. In addition to the permit required in subsection (A), harvesters must possess written approval from the Shellfish Culture permittee or Shellfish Mariculture permittee in a form approved by the department. Culture and Mariculture permittees must provide approved harvesters with the written permission and must maintain accurate record of harvesters’ names, addresses, and, if available, telephone numbers. 


(D)
It is unlawful for a person to take or attempt to take shellfish in quantities greater than those for personal use provided in this article from any state‑owned bottoms or waters without having in his possession a valid individual commercial harvesting permit granted to him. 


(E)
It is unlawful for any person to take or attempt to take shellfish from state‑owned bottoms or waters under permit for shellfish culture or mariculture without a valid individual harvester permit granted to him by the department. 


(F)
A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days. 


(G)
In order to obtain an individual harvester permit a person must be a licensed commercial saltwater fisherman and hold all other appropriate valid commercial licenses. 


Section 50‑5‑970.
It is unlawful to take or attempt to take shellfish from any bottoms or waters of this State for any purpose by mechanically operated devices, including dredges, hydraulic escalators, patent tongs, hoists, cranes, and mechanical shellfish harvesters without obtaining a mechanical harvest permit from the department. A person taking or attempting to take shellfish by mechanically operated devices without an appropriate, valid mechanical harvesting permit is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days and must have his saltwater privileges suspended for twelve months. Any commercial equipment or vessel used in violating this section and any shellfish in possession at the time of a violation is contraband. 


Section 50‑5‑975.
(A)
A person state resident permitted to harvest shellfish from state‑owned bottoms for commercial purposes must harvest, whether for commercial or personal use, from only the areas of state bottoms specified on the permit. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


(B)
Following voluntary surrender of a commercial shellfish harvest permit by a commercial saltwater fisherman, the department must not reissue a commercial shellfish harvest permit to the person during the remainder of the license year. 


Section 50‑5‑980.
It is unlawful for a person, without approval of the department, to erect or maintain any sign over or on any state shellfish bottoms or waters. However, a Culture or Mariculture Permit holder may erect signs approved by the department to designate areas under permit. This section in no way affects placement by an authorized public agency of signs for aid to navigation, public health, public safety, and geographic designation. A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑985.
(A)
The department annually may set the season for taking shellfish between September 16 of any year through May 15 of the following year, inclusive. It is unlawful for a person to take or attempt to take any shellfish from shellfish grounds during the closed season. A person who violates the provision provisions of this subsection for a commercial purpose is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days and must have his saltwater privileges suspended for twelve months. A person who violates this section for a noncommercial purpose is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


(B)
It is unlawful to take or attempt to take shellfish from any grounds closed by the department or any other authorized government agency. A person who violates the provision provisions of this subsection for a commercial purpose is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days and must have his saltwater privileges suspended for twelve months. A person who violates the provisions of this subsection for a noncommercial purpose is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


(C)
The department has the authority to open or close any area for the taking of shellfish for any specified period at any time during the year when biological or other conditions warrant. 


(D)
Nothing in this section prevents the department from permitting the taking of shellfish for the purposes of replanting or propagation. 


(E)
Shellfish imported into this State during the closed season must bear written evidence, such as a bill of lading or other official document from the State of removal, which verifies that the shellfish were lawfully taken from that state. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars. 


(F)
It is unlawful for a person to harvest shellfish between one‑half hour after sunset as locally published and one‑half hour before sunrise as locally published. In the case of bottoms under Shellfish Culture Permit or Shellfish Mariculture Permit harvesting of shellfish during the specified period is lawful with the written permission of the department. 


Section 50‑5‑990.
(A)
It is unlawful to take or attempt to take, possess, sell, purchase, or import a hard clam of the genus Mercenaria of less than one inch in thickness as measured from the exterior surface of one shell of the intact clam to the exterior surface of the opposite shell. A person taking a clam of other than legal size must immediately return it to the bottoms from whence it came. 


(B)
It is lawful for persons and entities state residents engaged in shellfish mariculture operations to possess mariculture clams of less than the minimum size specified in this section and to import, purchase, sell, or transplant undersized mariculture clams, as defined in this section, by obtaining a permit. It is also lawful for a licensed wholesale seafood dealer or retail restaurant to purchase and possess for resale undersized maricultured clams purchased from a mariculture operation permitted pursuant to this section, provided the licensed wholesale seafood dealer or retailer has proof of origin in possession for each lot of clams purchased. 


(C)
A violation of this section by a person is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, that person must be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑995.
The department may permit persons and entities state residents engaged in shellfish mariculture operations to take, possess, and sell maricultured shellfish at any time during the year. 


Section 50‑5‑1000.
(A)
It is unlawful for any wholesale seafood dealer to purchase shellfish produced, taken, or landed in this State from anyone who is not either: 



(1)
a properly licensed and permitted commercial saltwater fisherman;  or 



(2)
a properly licensed wholesale seafood dealer. 


(B)
The wholesale seafood dealer must maintain a record of all purchases of shellfish produced, taken, or landed in this State including the name and address of the person from whom purchased, the area where harvested, the type of shellfish purchased, the dates of harvest and purchase, and the commercial saltwater fisherman’s license number. The record must be available for inspection by any law enforcement officer or department personnel for one year after the date of sale. 


(C)
Any licensed wholesale seafood dealer who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars and must have his saltwater privileges suspended for twelve months. 


Section 50‑5‑1005.
(A)
No molluscan shellfish, shellfish tissues, or shells may be imported into this State and placed in waters in this State except under the provisions of a shellfish importation permit. 


(B)
The department may grant permits to persons to import molluscan shellfish, shellfish tissues, or shells into this State. Permits may include conditions related to: 



(1)
the type or species of mollusks to be imported; 



(2)
ancillary species attached to or associated with the species to be imported; 



(3)
structure and placement of holding or storage facilities; 



(4)
placement of the product in natural waters of this State; 



(5)
disposal of shellfish, shellfish parts, and associated biota; 



(6)
reporting requirements;  and 



(7)
other matters which are considered important by the department to the protection of the natural resources of this State. 


A person who imports molluscan shellfish, shellfish tissues, or shells into this State for placement into state waters or waters connected to state waters must first acquire a permit from the department. 


(C)
A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand dollars and not more than two thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑1010.
(A)
The department has jurisdiction over all natural shell deposits, including oysters, clams, and other mollusks occurring upon or within state‑owned bottoms, and over all shell deposits lying above mean high water if those deposits have been created by the process of accretion to state‑owned lands or bottoms. 


(B)
The department may grant permits to remove shell from these deposits for use in shellfish cultivation and mariculture. The permits must be granted for a term not to exceed three years and must specify conditions for removal. Permits may be granted only when no significant ecological perturbations are foreseen. If permitted removal does cause significant ecological perturbations as a result of the permittee failing to abide by conditions of the permit, the permittee must restore the area to its original condition or as close to its original condition as possible. The department must specify a fixed price for each unit of shell removed. Payments for shell removed must be made by the permittee on or before the tenth day of each month for the preceding month. 


Section 50‑5‑1015.
It is unlawful to remove shell from any shell deposits under state jurisdiction except as provided by this article. A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 


Section 50‑5‑1020.
It is unlawful to take, possess, sell, or purchase a living whelk (conch) of the genus Busycon of less than a size as determined by the department but not less than four inches in maximum dimension if taken or landed in this State for a commercial purpose, provided this prohibition does not apply to conchs of less than legal size taken during lawful trawling which are returned immediately to the water.”

B.
Shellfish Culture Permits and Shellfish Mariculture Permits issued by the Department of Natural Resources before the effective date of this act shall remain in full force and effect for the duration of the permits.  /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. SCARBOROUGH explained the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

The Bill, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third reading.

ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill was taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:

S. 1208 -- Senator Land: A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLE 7, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 50, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF SHOOTING PRESERVES, SO AS TO REVISE THE MANNER OF THEIR ESTABLISHMENT, THE LEGAL SHOOTING PRESERVES SPECIES, AND OTHER PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO THE OPERATION OF SHOOTING PRESERVES.

Rep. RHOAD explained the Bill.

MOTION ADOPTED

Rep. COOPER moved that the House adjourn pending receipt of messages from the Senate that they non-concurred in the amendments to H. 4449 and H. 4450, and the House insisting on its amendments on motion of Rep. MERRILL and appointing conferees to the conference committees, and sending messages accordingly, which was agreed to.

MOTION NOTED

Rep. SCOTT moved to reconsider the vote whereby Amendment No. 1 was adopted to S. 776 and the motion was noted.

MOTION NOTED

Rep. SCOTT moved to reconsider the vote whereby Amendment No. 2 was adopted to S. 776 and the motion was noted.

H. 4449--COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE APPOINTED

The following was received from the Senate:  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it nonconcurs in the amendments proposed by the House to H. 4449:

H. 4449 -- Reps. Cotty, Harrell, Merrill, Walker, Ballentine, Limehouse, E. H. Pitts, Haley, Clark, Townsend, Altman, Anthony, Bailey, Bingham, Bowers, Cato, Ceips, Chellis, Clyburn, Coleman, Cooper, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Hagood, Harrison, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Leach, Littlejohn, Loftis, Mahaffey, Martin, Phillips, Pinson, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Sandifer, Scarborough, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thompson, Toole, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, White, Whitmire, Young, Bales, Lucas, Kirsh, Huggins, Brady, Hamilton, McGee and Stewart: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTIONS 12-36-1110, 12-36-1120, AND 12-36-1130 SO AS TO IMPOSE AN ADDITIONAL TWO PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX; TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2120, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO EXEMPT THE SALE OF UNPREPARED FOOD; TO ADD SECTION 11-11-155 SO AS TO CREATE THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND AND RESERVE FUND; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY FROM THE PROPERTY TAX, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THIS EXEMPTION WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS DOES NOT APPLY WITH RESPECT TO PROPERTY TAX IMPOSED FOR PAYMENT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT; TO ADD SECTION 12-37-932 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX IS ITS FAIR MARKET VALUE AS APPRAISED IN THE MANNER PROVIDED BY LAW WHEN OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, INCREASED BY THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF IMPROVEMENTS MADE TO THE REAL PROPERTY SINCE OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, TO PROVIDE THAT ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS PROVISION THE DUTIES, POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL COUNTY PROPERTY TAX ASSESSORS ARE TRANSFERRED TO AND DEVOLVED UPON THE PROPERTY TAX DIVISION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS IN SECTION 12-36-2120 SHALL BE REVIEWED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY EVERY TEN YEARS BEGINNING IN 2010; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-11-150, 12-43-210, AND 12-43-220, ALL AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE TRUST FUND FOR TAX RELIEF, REASSESSMENT AND THE VALUATION AND CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING AMENDMENTS AND OTHER CHANGES TO REFLECT THESE PROVISIONS; TO AMEND ACT 406 OF 2000, RELATING TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION, SO AS TO DELETE AN OBSOLETE PROVISION; TO REPEAL SECTIONS 12-37-223A, 12-37-270, 12-43-217, 12-43-250, 12-43-260, AND 12-43-295, ALL RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER, AMOUNT, AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH REVENUES IN THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FUND SHALL BE DISBURSED TO PROPERTY TAXING ENTITIES OF THIS STATE INCLUDING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO REIMBURSE THEM FOR THE REVENUE LOST AS A RESULT OF THE PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS; TO PROVIDE THAT LOCAL SALES TAX AND LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX REVENUES PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TO OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY SHALL BE APPLIED FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF TO OTHER CLASSES OF PROPERTY; TO ADD SECTION 4-9-56 SO AS TO LIMIT THE MILLAGE PROPERTY TAXING ENTITIES OF THIS STATE MAY IMPOSE ON PROPERTY OTHER THAN OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY, AND TO PROVIDE FOR A SUPERMAJORITY VOTE OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE ENTITY TO EXCEED THIS LIMITATION; TO PROVIDE THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE PROVISIONS ARE CONTINGENT UPON RATIFICATION OF CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION PROVIDING FOR AN ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION, DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET VALUE  OF PROPERTY, AND RELATED MATTERS; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-27-30, 11-27-40, AND 11-27-50, ALL AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE EFFECT OF ARTICLE X OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CONSTITUTION ON BONDS OF THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS OF THE STATE, AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS, RESPECTIVELY, SO AS TO DEEM AFTER JULY 1, 2006,  A COMPLETE OR PARTIAL SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST TO, OR OTHER TRANSFEREE OF, OR OTHER ASSOCIATE OF THE STATE, A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR BONDING PURPOSES WHEN THE SUCCESSOR, TRANSFEREE, OR ASSOCIATE UNDERTAKES ALL OR A PORTION OF THE OPERATION OR ASSUMES ALL OR A PORTION OF A DUTY OF THE STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISION, OR SCHOOL DISTRICT; TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-670, RELATING TO LISTING AND ASSESSMENT OF NEW STRUCTURES FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY BY ORDINANCE TO REQUIRE THAT A NEW STRUCTURE BE LISTED BY THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH AFTER THE CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS ISSUED FOR THE STRUCTURE AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE TIMING OF PAYMENT OF TAXES DUE; TO REPEAL SECTION 12-37-680 RELATING TO A LOCAL COUNTY ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE SAME RULE; TO AMEND SECTION 12-43-215, RELATING TO OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY IN CONNECTION WITH AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAXATION, SO AS TO REQUIRE EACH COUNTY TO SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE LISTING THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL PROPERTY CLASSIFIED AS "OWNER-OCCUPIED"; TO ADD SECTION 59-20-21 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING WITH THE YEAR 2006, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, IN DETERMINING THE MINIMUM EDUCATION PROGRAM DESIGNED TO MEET STUDENTS' NEEDS, MAY ONLY CONSIDER FACTORS REQUIRED BY STATUTORY LAW OR WHICH DIRECTLY AFFECT CLASSROOM LEARNING, AND THE LOCAL MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT REQUIRED OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST BE BASED ON THESE DETERMINATIONS; TO ADD SECTION 59-20-22 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT NOTWITHSTANDING A SCHOOL DISTRICT'S INDEX OF TAXPAYING ABILITY, THE MINIMUM STATE FUNDS A SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL RECEIVE IN ANY YEAR IS FORTY PERCENT OF THE APPLICABLE YEAR'S BASE STUDENT COST, AND TO 


PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH ALL OF THESE PROVISIONS SHALL TAKE EFFECT OR BE REPEALED.

Very respectfully,

President

On motion of Rep. MERRILL, the House insisted upon its amendments.

Whereupon, the Chair appointed Reps. COTTY, MERRILL and ANTHONY to the Committee of Conference on the part of the House and a message was ordered sent to the Senate accordingly.

H. 4450--COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE APPOINTED

The following was received from the Senate:  

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Columbia, S.C., May 17, 2006 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it nonconcurs in the amendments proposed by the House to H. 4450:

H. 4450 -- Reps. Cotty, Harrell, Merrill, Walker, Ballentine, Haley, Chellis, E. H. Pitts, Townsend, Clark, Altman, Bailey, Bales, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Cato, Ceips, Clyburn, Coleman, Cooper, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Hagood, Harrison, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mahaffey, Martin, Phillips, Pinson, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Sandifer, Scarborough, G. M. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thompson, Toole, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, White, Whitmire, Young, W. D. Smith, Kirsh, Huggins, Hamilton, McGee and Stewart: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 29, ARTICLE III OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT TAXES UPON REAL PROPERTY MUST BE ASSESSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE METHODS AS PROVIDED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION; TO AMEND SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF ARTICLE X, RELATING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE REQUIREMENT THAT TAXATION OF REAL PROPERTY MUST BE UNIFORM APPLIES TO PROPERTY WITHIN A TAXING JURISDICTION RATHER THAN STATEWIDE; TO AMEND SECTION 6 OF ARTICLE X, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL ESTABLISH METHODS OF VALUATION FOR COUNTIES TO SELECT FROM FOR ASSESSMENT OF REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND PROCEDURES TO IMPLEMENT THE ABOVE PROVISIONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 3, ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO ALLOW A COUNTY GOVERNING BODY TO LEVY A SALES AND USE TAX IMPOSED FOR SCHOOL OPERATIONS AND COUNTY OPERATIONS  IN ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHIN THE COUNTY IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ALL CLASSES OF PROPERTY, EXCEPT FOR FEE IN LIEU OF PROPERTY TAXES, A CREDIT FOR AD VALOREM TAXES, AND TO ALLOW THIS CREDIT AND RESCISSION PURSUANT ONLY TO A REFERENDUM HELD IN A COUNTY IN THE MANNER THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROVIDES BY LAW.

Very respectfully,

President

On motion of Rep. MERRILL, the House insisted upon its amendments.

Whereupon, the Chair appointed Reps. COTTY, MERRILL and ANTHONY to the Committee of Conference on the part of the House and a message was ordered sent to the Senate accordingly.

RETURNED WITH CONCURRENCE

The Senate returned to the House with concurrence the following:

H. 5159 -- Reps. Scott, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE THE RIDGE VIEW HIGH SCHOOL "BLAZERS" TRACK AND FIELD TEAM OF RICHLAND COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2 ON ITS AAAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE AND TO HONOR ITS ATHLETES AND THEIR COACHES ON AN OUTSTANDING SEASON.

H. 5160 -- Rep. Huggins: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA UPON THE PASSING OF MRS. JOAN CAROLYN HIGHTOWER LEWIS, AND TO OFFER HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY.

H. 5161 -- Rep. Agnew: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR LUKE CHRISTIE OF DUE WEST, SOUTH CAROLINA, WHO HAS BEEN NAMED THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION'S 2006 NATIONAL GOODWILL AMBASSADOR AND TO WISH HIM AND HIS FAMILY ALL THE BEST AS THEY TRAVEL THE COUNTRY SPREADING THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION'S MESSAGE OF HOPE AND COMPASSION.

H. 5162 -- Reps. Govan, Rivers, Bowers, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER-4 FREDERICK JENKINS FOR TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OF HEROIC SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS AND TO HONOR HIM ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FOR PROUDLY DEFENDING HIS COUNTRY IN TIME OF NEED.

H. 5163 -- Reps. McGee, Branham, Coates, J. Hines, M. Hines, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO OFFER THE WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONORABLE AND MRS. BAXTER HICKS HARWELL, JR., OF FLORENCE COUNTY ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY ON JUNE 9, 2006, AND TO EXTEND TO THEM BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED HAPPINESS IN THE YEARS TO COME.

H. 5164 -- Reps. Ballentine, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR MAJOR ROBERT BENI STREET II, OF IRMO WHO WAS AWARDED THE BRONZE STAR FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS SERVICE DURING HIS SERVICE IN IRAQ.

ADJOURNMENT

At 4:53 p.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. SIMRILL, adjourned in memory of Johnny Gill of Rock Hill, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.

***
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