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THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 3906) to amend Section 59‑104‑20, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program, so as to provide alternate qualifications for, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

ROBERT W. HARRELL, JR. for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 59‑104‑20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, SO AS TO PROVIDE ALTERNATE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 59‑104‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding appropriately lettered subsections at the end to read:


“( )
In addition to qualifications established by regulation, to qualify for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, a student shall:



(1)
meet the following three criteria:




(a)
a minimum score of 1200 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or an equivalent ACT score;




(b)
a cumulative 3.5 grade point ratio on the Uniform Grading Scale at the end of the junior year; and




(c)
rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of the sophomore or junior year or at the end of the first semester of the senior year.  When calculating eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarships in schools where the top six percent of the graduating class is two students or less, the top two students must be considered for the scholarship regardless of class rank.  The top six percent of the graduating class must meet all Palmetto Fellows Scholarship eligibility requirements in order to receive a scholarship.  If the top six percent of the class is not a whole number of students, the Commission on Higher Education shall round up to the next whole number of students eligible; or 



(2)
meet the following two criteria:




(a)
a minimum score of 1400 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or an equivalent ACT score; and




(b)
a cumulative 4.0 grade point ratio on the Uniform Grading Scale at the end of the junior year.

Qualifying scores must be certified by the high school on the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship application by the scholarship application deadline.


( )
Notwithstanding another provision of law, a student who met the initial eligibility requirements to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Award as a senior in high school and has met the continuing eligibility requirements shall receive the award.  A student who received a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Award as a senior in high school but declined the award is eligible to reapply for the annual scholarship, providing he meets all of the initial and continuing academic eligibility requirements of the Palmetto Fellows program, if he transfers to a qualifying South Carolina institution of higher learning.  The number of semesters or academic years a student attended an out‑of‑state institution are to be deducted from the number of semesters or academic years a student is eligible for the scholarship.  All funding provided for Palmetto Fellow Scholarships regardless of its source or allocation must be used to implement the provisions of this subsection.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor and applies to students who graduate from high school after January 1, 2005.
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