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THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 3254) to amend the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding Section 59‑18‑1600 so as to provide that a school that has received an unsatisfactory absolute, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

JOHN E. COURSON for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑18‑1600 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A SCHOOL THAT HAS RECEIVED AN UNSATISFACTORY ABSOLUTE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE RATING ON ITS MOST RECENT REPORT CARD SHALL OFFER AN ORIENTATION CLASS ON CERTAIN SCHOOL ISSUES AND TO PROVIDE THAT A PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF A STUDENT SCORING BELOW BASIC ON ANY PORTION OF THE STATE ASSESSMENT WHO IS REGISTERED TO ATTEND THE SCHOOL SHALL ATTEND THE ORIENTATION CLASS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 15, Chapter 18, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:  


“Section 59‑18‑1600.
(A)
A school that has received an unsatisfactory absolute academic performance rating on its most recent report card shall offer an orientation class for parents. The orientation class must focus on the following topics:



(1)
the value of education;



(2)
academic assistance programs that are available at the school and in the community;



(3)
student discipline;



(4)
school policies;



(5)
explanation of information that will be presented on the school’s report card issued in November; and



(6)
other pertinent issues.


(B)
The school shall offer the orientation class each year the school receives an unsatisfactory absolute academic performance rating on the school report card and shall provide parents with written notification of the date and time of the meeting.  Schools are encouraged to offer the orientation class at a time in which the majority of parents would be able to attend.  Additionally, schools are encouraged to provide orientation classes in community settings or workplaces so that the needs of parents with transportation difficulties or scheduling conflicts can be met.



(C)
A parent or guardian of each student who is registered to attend the school shall attend the orientation class each year it is offered.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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