Thursday, February 21, 2008

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:

We read in the words of Isaiah, the prophet, that:


“… those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall walk and not faint.”

(Isaiah 40:31)


Holy Lord, we—by Your grace—also dream of soaring like eagles—not for personal gain, but in ways that will benefit the people of this State.  Certainly in his leadership of our young nation, George Washington did so.  In Washington’s private letters and public statements as Commander in Chief and as President, he again and again soared like an eagle, praising You, O Lord, and calling upon You to continue to bestow Your richest blessings.  All of us in this Senate Chamber share that wish and dream, dear God: that you truly will bless all South Carolinians in ways wonderful and grand.  In Your loving name we pray, Lord.  

Amen. 


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

Doctor of the Day

Senator Campsen introduced Dr. Fred McElveen of West Columbia, S.C., Doctor of the Day.

Leave of Absence

At 11:05 A.M., Senator WILLIAMS requested a leave of absence for the balance of the day.

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator ELLIOTT rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED


The following co-sponsors were added to the respective Bills:
S. 966

Sen. Scott

S. 1096
Sen. Massey

S. 1137
Sens. Hawkins, Ritchie

CO-SPONSOR REMOVED


The following Senator was removed as a co-sponsor of the respective Bill:

S. 1057

Sen. Elliott 

RATIFICATION OF ACTS


Pursuant to an invitation the Honorable Speaker and House of Representatives appeared in the Senate Chamber on February 21, 2008, at 11:30 A.M. and the following Acts and Joint Resolutions were ratified:


(R197, S. 598 XE "S. 598" \b

 XE "S. 598" \b ) --  Senators Campsen, McConnell, Moore, Fair, Grooms, Ritchie, Verdin, Malloy, Bryant and Knotts: AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 4 TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 58 SO AS TO ENACT THE “TELEVISION PROGRAMMING PROTECTION ACT” TO REQUIRE A CABLE OR VIDEO SERVICE PROVIDER TO BLOCK ALL VIDEO AND AUDIO ON ANY CHANNEL THAT A SUBSCRIBER HAS NOT PURCHASED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\598AHB08.DOC


(R198, S. 1092 XE "S. 1092" \b

 XE "S. 1092" \b ) --  Senator Short: AN ACT TO AMEND THE Code OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 57‑23‑835 so as to provide THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION MAY MOW ROADSIDE VEGETATION BEYOND THIRTY FEET FROM THE PAVEMENT ON INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 77 AT EXIT 65 IN CHESTER COUNTY.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\1092AC08.DOC


(R199, H. 4403 XE "H. 4403" \b

 XE "H. 4403" \b ) --  Rep. Davenport: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE SITE OF THE BOILING SPRINGS GEYSER IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY AS A STATE HISTORIC SITE.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\4403AB08.DOC


(R200, H. 4598 XE "H. 4598" \b

 XE "H. 4598" \b ) --  Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, RELATING TO GASOLINE, LUBRICATING OILS AND OTHER PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3123, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\4598AC08.DOC


(R201, H. 4630 XE "H. 4630" \b

 XE "H. 4630" \b ) --  Reps. Scott and Hart: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO CREATE A NEW GANG PREVENTION STUDY COMMITTEE TO CONTINUE THE WORK OF THE INITIAL GANG PREVENTION STUDY COMMITTEE TO ASSESS AND COMBAT THE STATE’S ONGOING GANG PROBLEM BY BRINGING TOGETHER STATE AGENCIES TO COORDINATE GANG REDUCTION PLANS AND MAKE FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS ADDRESSING GANG‑RELATED ACTIVITY IN THE STATE.

L:\COUNCIL\ACTS\4630AHB08.DOC

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 1139 XE "
S. 1139" \b -- Senator Ryberg:  A SENATE RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING AND HONORING CHELSEA WHITEHURST AS A RECIPIENT OF A 2008 PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARD.

l:\s-res\wgr\026chel.mrh.doc


The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 1140 XE "
S. 1140" \b -- Senators McConnell, Peeler, Rankin, Martin, Leventis, Alexander, Hayes, Hutto, Setzler and Ceips:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 52, TITLE 48, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY, BY ADDING ARTICLE 12 SO AS TO ESTABLISH ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY GOALS FOR STATE GOVERNMENT, TO DIRECT STATE AGENCIES TO PROCURE ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS, AND TO DIRECT EVERY STATE AGENCY HEAD TO REQUIRE THE REPLACEMENT OF ALL INCANDESCENT LIGHT BULBS WITH COMPACT FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS IN EACH STATE AGENCY BY JULY 1, 2011.

l:\s-jud\bills\mcconnell\jud0054.nvc.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.


S. 1141 XE "
S. 1141" \b -- Senators McConnell, Rankin, Martin, Leventis, Peeler, Alexander, Hayes, Setzler, Hutto and Ceips:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2110, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CALCULATION OF TAX ON MANUFACTURED HOMES, SO AS TO REDEFINE THE DEFINITION OF A MANUFACTURED HOME THAT IS SUBJECT TO A MAXIMUM SALES TAX BECAUSE IT MEETS CERTAIN ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS; AND TO AMEND CHAPTER 52, TITLE 48 BY ADDING ARTICLE 10 SO AS TO ESTABLISH AN INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF ENERGY EFFICIENT MANUFACTURED HOMES IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

l:\s-jud\bills\mcconnell\jud0053.nvc.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 1142 XE "
S. 1142" \b -- Senators McConnell, Martin, Alexander, Rankin, Leventis, Peeler, Hayes, Hutto, Setzler and Ceips:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 6, TITLE 12, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO STATE INCOME TAX CREDITS, BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-3588 SO AS TO ALLOW A STATE INCOME TAX CREDIT EQUAL TO TWENTY PERCENT OF THE CREDIT ALLOWED AGAINST A TAXPAYER'S FEDERAL INCOME TAX LIABILITY FOR QUALIFIED EXPENDITURES ON PHOTOVOLTAIC, SOLAR, AND FUEL CELL PROPERTY; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2120, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE STATE SALES TAX, SO AS TO INCLUDE AN EXEMPTION FOR THE PURCHASE OF MACHINERY, MACHINE TOOLS, AND ANY PART THEREOF THAT IS USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF ELECTRICITY FROM A RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE.

l:\s-jud\bills\mcconnell\jud0055.nvc.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 1143 XE "
S. 1143" \b -- Senators McConnell, Martin, Alexander, Hayes, Hutto, Ceips, Peeler, Leventis, Rankin and Setzler:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2120, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE STATE SALES TAX, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE GROSS PROCEEDS OF SALES OR THE SALES PRICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENT APPLIANCES.

l:\s-jud\bills\mcconnell\jud0052.nvc.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 1144 XE "
S. 1144" \b -- Senators Grooms, McConnell, Bryant, Verdin, Vaughn, Cleary, O'Dell, Ceips, Campsen, Ryberg and Massey:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 1, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT, BY ADDING ARTICLE 17, TO PROVIDE THAT EACH AGENCY, DEPARTMENT, AND INSTITUTION OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY MUST MAINTAIN A DETAILED TRANSACTION REGISTER OF ALL FUNDS EXPENDED EACH MONTH AND POST THAT REGISTER ONLINE, TO PROVIDE THAT EACH AGENCY, DEPARTMENT, AND INSTITUTION OF STATE GOVERNMENT AND EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY MUST POST ONLINE ALL OF ITS CREDIT CARD STATEMENTS AND THE CREDIT CARD STATEMENTS FOR CREDIT CARDS ISSUED TO PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES FOR PUBLIC USE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY MUST ANNUALLY POST ONLINE A LISTING OF ITS FULL TIME EMPLOYEES GROUPED BY CLASS ALONG WITH THE NUMBER OF FULL TIME POSITIONS IN EACH CLASS AND THE AVERAGE SALARY IN EACH CLASS.

l:\s-res\lkg\015chec.kmm.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1145 XE "
S. 1145" \b -- Senator Pinckney:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE UPON THE DEATH OF REVEREND GEORGE WELCH BROWN, SR. (RETIRED) OF HOLLYWOOD AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

l:\council\bills\rm\1330htc08.doc


The Senate Resolution was adopted.


S. 1146 XE "
S. 1146" \b -- Senator Pinckney:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE DEATH OF MRS. VIRGINIA ZENITH MALPHRUS INGRAM OF JASPER COUNTY AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

l:\council\bills\rm\1342mm08.doc


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


S. 1147 XE "
S. 1147" \b -- Senator Pinckney:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE DAVID "DAVE" CAMPBELL BECKHAM, SR. FOR FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY DEPARTMENT AND TO COMMEND HIM AS THE VOICE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD.

l:\council\bills\gm\24067ahb08.doc


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


H. 4742 XE "
H. 4742" \b -- Reps. Howard, Scott, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Brantley, Breeland, R. Brown, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Govan, Hart, Hodges, Hosey, Jefferson, Kennedy, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, Mack, J. H. Neal, Parks, Rutherford, Sellers, F. N. Smith, Whipper, Weeks, Williams and McLeod:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE DEATH OF MR. ISAAC WILLIE WILLIAMS, SR., OF RICHLAND COUNTY, AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Invitation Accepted

Senator KNOTTS from the Committee on Invitations submitted a favorable report on:


An invitation from the South Carolina Hospital Association to attend a reception at the Clarion Town House on Tuesday, February 26, 2007, from 6:00 until 8:00 P.M.

Poll of the Invitations Committee
Polled 11; Ayes 11; Nays 0; Not Voting 0
AYES
Knotts
Alexander
Patterson

O'Dell
McGill
Reese

Elliott
Ford
Verdin

Campsen
Cromer

Total--11
NAYS
Total--0

Senator KNOTTS from the Committee on Invitations polled out H. 4668 favorable:


H. 4668 XE "H. 4668" \b  -- Reps. Witherspoon and Hardwick:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO COMMEND SOUTH CAROLINA’S MARINAS FOR THEIR VITAL ROLE IN PROVIDING A GATEWAY TO BOATING FOR THE CITIZENS AND VISITORS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO RECOGNIZE AUGUST 9, 2008, AS NATIONAL MARINA DAY TO HONOR MARINAS FOR THEIR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS.

Poll of the Invitations Committee

Polled 11; Ayes 11; Nays 0; Not Voting 0
AYES
Knotts
Alexander
Patterson

O’Dell
McGill
Reese

Elliott
Ford
Verdin

Campsen
Cromer

Total--11
NAYS
Total--0
Adopted--H. 4668


H. 4668 XE "H. 4668" \b  -- Reps. Witherspoon and Hardwick:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO COMMEND SOUTH CAROLINA’S MARINAS FOR THEIR VITAL ROLE IN PROVIDING A GATEWAY TO BOATING FOR THE CITIZENS AND VISITORS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO RECOGNIZE AUGUST 9, 2008, AS NATIONAL MARINA DAY TO HONOR MARINAS FOR THEIR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS.

Senator KNOTTS asked unanimous consent to take the Concurrent Resolution up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Concurrent Resolution, the question being the adoption of the Resolution.


On motion of Senator KNOTTS, with unanimous consent, the Concurrent Resolution was adopted and ordered returned to the House.


Senator KNOTTS from the Committee on Invitations polled out H. 4690 favorable:


H. 4690 XE "H. 4690" \b  -- Reps. Clyburn, Agnew, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Anthony, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bedingfield, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Brantley, Breeland, G. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Chalk, Clemmons, Cobb‑Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Crawford, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Erickson, Frye, Funderburk, Gambrell, Govan, Gullick, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Hart, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Hutson, Jefferson, Jennings, Kelly, Kennedy, Kirsh, Knight, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody‑Lawrence, Moss, Mulvaney, J.H. Neal, J.M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E.H. Pitts, M.A. Pitts, Rice, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Sellers, Shoopman, Simrill, Skelton, D.C. Smith, F.N. Smith, G.M. Smith, G.R. Smith, J.E. Smith, J.R. Smith, W.D. Smith, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Umphlett, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Witherspoon and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE MRS. DAISY CADLE MATTHEWS WASHINGTON, OF AIKEN COUNTY, ON THE OCCASION OF HER ONE HUNDREDTH SIXTH BIRTHDAY, TO DECLARE FEBRUARY 22, 2008, DAISY CADLE MATTHEWS WASHINGTON DAY, AND TO WISH MRS. WASHINGTON MUCH HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN THE COMING YEAR.

Poll of the Invitations Committee

Polled 11; Ayes 11; Nays 0; Not Voting 0
AYES
Knotts
Alexander
Patterson

O’Dell
McGill
Reese

Elliott
Ford
Verdin

Campsen
Cromer

Total--11
NAYS
Total--0

Adopted--H. 4690


H. 4690 XE "H. 4690" \b  -- Reps. Clyburn, Agnew, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Anthony, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bedingfield, Bingham, Bowen, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Brantley, Breeland, G. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Chalk, Clemmons, Cobb‑Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Crawford, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Erickson, Frye, Funderburk, Gambrell, Govan, Gullick, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Hart, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Hutson, Jefferson, Jennings, Kelly, Kennedy, Kirsh, Knight, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lowe, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody‑Lawrence, Moss, Mulvaney, J.H. Neal, J.M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E.H. Pitts, M.A. Pitts, Rice, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Sellers, Shoopman, Simrill, Skelton, D.C. Smith, F.N. Smith, G.M. Smith, G.R. Smith, J.E. Smith, J.R. Smith, W.D. Smith, Spires, Stavrinakis, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Umphlett, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Williams, Witherspoon and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE MRS. DAISY CADLE MATTHEWS WASHINGTON, OF AIKEN COUNTY, ON THE OCCASION OF HER ONE HUNDREDTH SIXTH BIRTHDAY, TO DECLARE FEBRUARY 22, 2008, DAISY CADLE MATTHEWS WASHINGTON DAY, AND TO WISH MRS. WASHINGTON MUCH HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN THE COMING YEAR.


Senator KNOTTS asked unanimous consent to take the Concurrent Resolution up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Concurrent Resolution, the question being the adoption of the Resolution.


On motion of Senator KNOTTS, with unanimous consent, the Concurrent Resolution was adopted and ordered returned to the House.

HOUSE CONCURRENCE

S. 1100 XE "S. 1100" \b  -- Senators Elliott and Williams:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 41 IN DILLON COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH FORK CROSS ROAD TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH THE DILLON/MARION COUNTY LINE THE “DAVID K. BETHEA MEMORIAL HIGHWAY” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “DAVID K. BETHEA MEMORIAL HIGHWAY”.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.


S. 1134 XE "S. 1134" \b  -- Senator Patterson:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE VOCAL TALENT OF RANDY CRAWFORD, AND TO WELCOME HER TO THE PALMETTO STATE FOR HER PERFORMANCE ON FEBRUARY

22, 2008, AT THE FIFTH ANNUAL LEGENDS OF JAZZ CONCERT SERIES FOR THE AUNTIE KAREN FOUNDATION.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.


S. 1135 XE "S. 1135" \b  -- Senator Patterson:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE LEGENDARY TALENT OF JOE SAMPLE, AND TO WELCOME HIM TO THE PALMETTO STATE FOR HIS PERFORMANCE ON FEBRUARY 22, 2008, AT THE FIFTH ANNUAL LEGENDS OF JAZZ CONCERT SERIES FOR THE AUNTIE KAREN FOUNDATION.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
ORDERED ENROLLED FOR RATIFICATION

The following Bill and Joint Resolution were read the third time and, having received three readings in both Houses, it was ordered that the titles be changed to that of Acts and enrolled for Ratification:


H. 3140 XE "H. 3140" \b  -- Rep. W.D. Smith:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 37‑5‑103, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO RESTRICTIONS ON DEFICIENCY JUDGMENTS IN CONSUMER CREDIT SALES, SO AS TO CORRECT CROSS‑REFERENCES TO THE UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE.


H. 4686 XE "H. 4686" \b  -- Reps. McLeod and Duncan:  A JOINT RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF A SURPLUS OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SHOP IN NEWBERRY TO THE COUNTY OF NEWBERRY.

THIRD READING BILLS

The following Joint Resolutions were read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 1107 XE "S. 1107" \b  -- Medical Affairs Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, RELATING TO DATA REPORTING REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO SUBMISSION OF AMBULATORY ENCOUNTER DATA, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3178, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Senator PEELER explained the Joint Resolution.


S. 1113 XE "S. 1113" \b  -- Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, RELATING TO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3133, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

COMMITTED TO COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

RETAINING ITS PLACE ON THE CALENDAR

S. 815 XE “S. 815” \b  -- Senators Setzler, Courson, Short, Matthews, Rankin, Hayes, Sheheen, Drummond and Ford:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 2 TO CHAPTER 35, TITLE 59 SO AS TO CREATE A FULL‑DAY, FOUR‑YEAR‑OLD KINDERGARTEN, TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS, TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT ELIGIBILITY AND PRIORITY FOR ADMISSION, TO PROVIDE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND OTHER STATE AGENCIES, TO PROVIDE FUNDING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, TO PROVIDE THAT ENROLLMENT IS A MATTER OF PARENTAL DISCRETION, TO PROVIDE THAT A FEE OR TUITION MAY NOT BE CHARGED, TO PROVIDE A PARENTING EDUCATION PROGRAM, AMONG OTHER THINGS; AND TO DESIGNATE SECTION 59‑35‑10 AS ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 35, TITLE 59 AND ENTITLED “FIVE‑YEAR‑OLD KINDERGARTEN”.


Senators COURSON explained the Bill.


Senator HAYES spoke on the Bill.


Senator SETZLER spoke on the Bill.


Senator COURSON asked unanimous consent to commit the Bill to the Committee on Finance, retaining its place on the Calendar.


There was no objection.


The Bill was committed to the Committee on Finance, retaining its place on the Calendar.

Statement by Senator RYBERG


Although I did not object to this unanimous consent motion, I disagree with the practice of sending Bills that have been studied and reported by another committee, including an examination of the fiscal impact, to the Finance Committee.  

COMMITTED TO COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

S. 909 XE "S. 909" \b  -- Senators Bryant and Elliott:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 111 OF TITLE 59 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS, BY ADDING SECTION 59-111-25, TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVE COMPONENTS THAT ARE AWARDED A BRONZE STAR MEDAL, OR HIGHER MILITARY AWARD IN THE ORDER OF PRECEDENCE, FOR COMBAT OPERATIONS MAY BE ADMITTED TO ANY STATE-SUPPORTED COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, OR POST HIGH SCHOOL TECHNICAL EDUCATION INSTITUTION FREE OF TUITION.


Senator HUTTO asked unanimous consent to commit the Bill to the Committee on Finance.


There was no objection.


The Bill was committed to the Committee on Finance.

COMMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

RETAINING ITS PLACE ON THE CALENDAR


S. 471 XE “S. 471” \b  -- Senators Short, Leatherman, Setzler, Courson, Matthews, Hayes, Land, Knotts, McGill, Sheheen, Cleary, Williams, Martin, O’Dell, Rankin, Cromer, Malloy, Verdin, Moore, Hutto, McConnell, Leventis, Patterson, Bryant, Drummond, Lourie, Ryberg, Jackson and Ford:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 59, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 62 SO AS TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM OF SCHOOL DISTRICT CHOICE AND OPEN ENROLLMENT UNDER WHICH THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL CHOICE AND INNOVATION WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FIRST COORDINATES AND IMPLEMENTS A VOLUNTARY PILOT PROGRAM OF SCHOOL CHOICE AND OPEN ENROLLMENT IN THIS STATE AND THEREAFTER SUBJECT TO FUNDING A STATEWIDE PROGRAM, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROCEDURES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND REQUIREMENTS OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, PARENTS, AND STUDENTS IN REGARD TO THIS PROGRAM.


Senator RYBERG asked unanimous consent to commit the Bill to the Committee on Finance.


There was no objection.


The Bill was committed to the Committee on Finance, retaining its place on the Calendar.

ADOPTED

S. 1127 XE "S. 1127" \b  -- Senators Leventis, Hutto, Cromer, Short, Knotts, Leatherman, Courson, Drummond and Ryberg:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IN EXERCISING ITS ADMINISTRATIVE DISCRETION WITH RESPECT TO THE PENALTY THAT IT MAY IMPOSE ON A TAX PREPARER FOR FAILURE TO SUBMIT TAX RETURNS ELECTRONICALLY WHERE REQUIRED TO DELAY IMPOSING A PENALTY BEFORE RETURNS DUE TO BE FILED AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2008, AND TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT TO FORGIVE AND REFUND ANY PENALTIES IMPOSED FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY BEFORE THAT DATE.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.


S. 1128 XE "S. 1128" \b  -- Senators Malloy, Leatherman, Land and Williams:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TO WAIVE FROM MOTOR VEHICLE TITLING, LICENSING, AND REGISTRATION LAWS MOTOR VEHICLES PROVIDED FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES BY AN AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER IN CONNECTION WITH NATIONALLY‑SPONSORED NASCAR RACING EVENTS HELD IN THIS STATE IN 2008.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

CARRIED OVER

S. 1110 XE "S. 1110" \b  -- Medical Affairs Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL ELECTRONIC REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT

NUMBER 3149, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Senator FAIR explained the Joint Resolution.


On motion of Senator LEATHERMAN, with unanimous consent, the Joint Resolution was carried over.


S. 1112 XE "S. 1112" \b  -- Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, RELATING TO CRITICAL AREAS OF THE COASTAL ZONE, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3111, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


On motion of Senator VERDIN, with unanimous consent, the Joint Resolution was carried over.

Message from the House
Columbia, S.C., February 21, 2008

Mr. President and Senators:


The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it refuses to concur in the amendments proposed by the Senate to:


S. 392 XE "S. 392"  -- Senators Ritchie, Cromer, Sheheen, Campsen, Scott, Williams and Vaughn:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION REFORM ACT”, TO ADD CHAPTER 28 TO TITLE 8 RELATING TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOM LAWS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, TO ADD CHAPTER 29 TO TITLE 8 RELATING TO THE VERIFICATION OF A PERSON’S LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN WAGES FROM BEING CLAIMED AS A DEDUCTIBLE EXPENSE FOR STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES, TO PROVIDE THAT TAX WITHHOLDING AGENTS MUST WITHHOLD STATE INCOME TAX AT THE RATE OF SIX PERCENT OF THE COMPENSATION PAID UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS A FELONY TO KNOWINGLY TRANSPORT A PERSON WHO IS IN THE UNITED STATES ILLEGALLY, TO PROVIDE THAT ALL JAILS IN THIS STATE MUST MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHETHER A PERSON CHARGED WITH CERTAIN CRIMES ARE LAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROVIDE A CIVIL CAUSE OF ACTION TO A PERSON WHO IS TERMINATED FOR ANOTHER PERSON WHO THE EMPLOYER KNEW WAS NOT LAWFULLY IN THE UNITED STATES, AND TO ADD CHAPTER 83 TO TITLE 40 RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES.     (ABBREVIATED TITLE)


Very respectfully,

Speaker of the House


Received as information.

S. 392--CONFERENCE COMMITTEE APPOINTED

S. 392 XE "S. 392"  -- Senators Ritchie, Cromer, Sheheen, Campsen, Scott, Williams and Vaughn:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION REFORM ACT”, TO ADD CHAPTER 28 TO TITLE 8 RELATING TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOM LAWS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, TO ADD CHAPTER 29 TO TITLE 8 RELATING TO THE VERIFICATION OF A PERSON’S LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN WAGES FROM BEING CLAIMED AS A DEDUCTIBLE EXPENSE FOR STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES, TO PROVIDE THAT TAX WITHHOLDING AGENTS MUST WITHHOLD STATE INCOME TAX AT THE RATE OF SIX PERCENT OF THE COMPENSATION PAID UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS A FELONY TO KNOWINGLY TRANSPORT A PERSON WHO IS IN THE UNITED STATES ILLEGALLY, TO PROVIDE THAT ALL JAILS IN THIS STATE MUST MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHETHER A PERSON CHARGED WITH CERTAIN CRIMES ARE LAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROVIDE A CIVIL CAUSE OF ACTION TO A PERSON WHO IS TERMINATED FOR ANOTHER PERSON WHO THE EMPLOYER KNEW WAS NOT LAWFULLY IN THE UNITED STATES, AND TO ADD CHAPTER 83 TO TITLE 40 RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES.     (ABBREVIATED TITLE)


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being concurrence in the House amendments. 


Senator RITCHIE explained the Bill.


On motion of Senator RITCHIE, the Senate insisted upon its amendments to S. 392 and asked for a Committee of Conference.


Whereupon, Senators RITCHIE, CAMPSEN and SHEHEEN were appointed to the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate and a message was sent to the House accordingly.

THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE MOTION PERIOD.
MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate agreed to dispense with the Motion Period.  

HAVING DISPENSED WITH THE MOTION PERIOD, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CONSIDERATION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS RETURNED FROM THE HOUSE.
CONCURRENCE

H. 3789 XE "H. 3789" \b  -- Reps. Kirsh and Cooper:  A BILL TO RETITLE ARTICLE 5, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 1, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO EMPLOYEES AND RETIREMENT INSURANCE AS “EMPLOYEES AND RETIREES INSURANCE‑ACCOUNTING FOR POST‑EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS”, TO MAKE FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO THE STATE’S COMPLIANCE WITH NEW REQUIREMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS BOARD FOR POST‑EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS; BY ADDING SECTIONS 1‑11‑703, 1‑11‑705, AND 1‑11‑707 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE TRUST FUND (SCRHI TRUST FUND) AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA LONG TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE TRUST FUND AS THE METHOD OF PAYING AND ACCOUNTING FOR RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS AND BASIC LONG TERM DISABILITY INCOME BENEFIT PLAN PREMIUMS IN COMPLIANCE WITH NEW ACCOUNTING STANDARDS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACTUARIAL FUNDING AND INVESTMENT OF THE ASSETS OF THESE TRUST FUNDS, AND TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 1‑11‑710, RELATING TO THE STATE HEALTH AND DENTAL PLANS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE SCRHI TRUST FUND BY MEANS OF INCREASED EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION RATES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 1‑11‑730, RELATING TO PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR POST‑EMPLOYMENT PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE HEALTH AND DENTAL PLANS AND ELIGIBILITY FOR EMPLOYER PAID PREMIUMS FOR RETIREES, SO AS TO CONFORM THE PAYMENT OF EMPLOYER PREMIUMS FOR RETIREES TO THE REVISED METHOD PROVIDED IN THIS ACT, PROSPECTIVELY TO REVISE THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR EMPLOYER PAID PREMIUMS FOR RETIREES, AND TO DELETE AN OBSOLETE PROVISION.


The House returned the Bill with amendments.


On motion of Senator ALEXANDER, the Senate concurred in the House amendments and a message was sent to the House accordingly.  Ordered that the title be changed to that of an Act and the Act enrolled for Ratification.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE SPECIAL ORDERS.


READ THE THIRD TIME, RETURNED TO THE HOUSE

WITH AMENDMENTS


H. 3496 XE "H. 3496"  -- Reps. G.M. Smith, Harrison, Cotty, Shoopman, Duncan, Davenport, Leach, Haley, Huggins, Mcleod, G.R. Smith, F.N. Smith, Allen, Bales, Ballentine, Barfield, Bingham, Bowen, Brady, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clemmons, Cooper, Crawford, Edge, Frye, Funderburk, Gambrell, Govan, Gullick, Hagood, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harvin, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Hiott, Jefferson, Kirsh, Knight, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Merrill, Moss, Neilson, Ott, Parks, Pinson, E.H. Pitts, M.A. Pitts, Rice, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Skelton, D.C. Smith, J.R. Smith, Spires, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Toole, Umphlett, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon And Young:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 56 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, CONCERNING THE DENIAL AND SUSPENSION OF A LICENSE TO A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY‑ONE WHO HAS OPERATED A MOTOR VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL, IMPLIED CONSENT AND REFUSING A CHEMICAL TEST, THE IMMOBILIZATION OF A MOTOR VEHICLE OWNED BY A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, THE OFFENSE OF CAUSING GREAT BODILY INJURY OR DEATH BY OPERATING A VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE, AND THE VIDEOTAPING OF A PERSON CHARGED WITH DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE.

(ABBREVIATED TITLE)


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the third reading of the Bill.


Senator McCONNELL was recognized to speak on the Bill.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the third time, passed and ordered returned to the House of Representatives, with amendments.

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator HAYES, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mr. William Brien Wilkerson of Rock Hill, S.C.

ADJOURNMENT

At 12:26 P.M., on motion of Senator McCONNELL, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have previously received unanimous consent to be taken up.

* * *
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