







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO URGE SHRINERS INTERNATIONAL TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AS IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE GREENVILLE SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the Greenville Shriners Hospital for Children has provided orthopedic treatment to more than 45,000 children since its founding in 1927; and

Whereas, all surgical procedures, prosthetics, treatment, and therapy have been provided without charge to the patients’ parents or insurance companies; and

Whereas, the hospital is an important asset to the community and the State.  Many children receive treatment which might not otherwise be available to them.  Care is given without regard to race, religion, ethnic origin, or relation to a Shriner; and

Whereas, current financial conditions have forced the Shriners to consider several cost cutting measures.  One proposal is to close the Greenville Shriners Hospital for Children.  This proposal would close five other Shriners Hospitals, reducing the overall number from twenty-two to sixteen; and

Whereas, representatives of the 191 Shrine Temples at the Shriners International annual meeting in July 2009 will evaluate the options proposed and vote to adopt plans to reduce the operational expenses of the Shriners Hospitals for Children system.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate urge Shriners International to take such action as is necessary to assure the continued operation of the Greenville Shriners Hospital for Children.  

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Shriners International.
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