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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO  EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE PASSING OF FRANK SANDERS BARNES, JR., OF YORK COUNTY AND THEIR SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR HIS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE IN THE FIELD OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS LARGE AND LOVING FAMILY AND HIS MANY FRIENDS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives were saddened to learn of the death of South Carolina entrepreneur Frank Sanders Barnes, Jr., at the age of 91 on February 19, 2012; and

Whereas, born on February 18, 1921, Frank Barnes would serve for thirty‑three years as president of Comporium Communications, formerly known as the Rock Hill Telephone Company, from 1969 to 2002, and after he stepped down as president, he remained chairman of the board and chief executive officer; and

Whereas, he graduated from Rock Hill High School in 1938 and earned a bachelor’s in electrical engineering from Clemson College, now Clemson University, in 1942; and

Whereas, from 1942 to 1946, he served our nation during World War II as an officer in the United States Army Signal Corps, and he continued to serve in the United States Army Reserves from 1946 to 1961, retiring as a major in the Signal Corps; and

Whereas, his grandparents E. L. and Mary Barnes bought the Rock Hill Telephone Company in 1912, a company with four hundred thirty‑three phones, that is now Comporium Communications, which under the leadership of the 4th generation of Barnes’, serves Rock Hill and Lancaster Counties, part of the Midlands, and areas in North Carolina; and

Whereas, Frank Barnes Jr., and his family were pioneers in telecommunications and in the growth and development of Rock Hill.  Comporium Communications thrived under his leadership and brilliant entrepreneurship.  As the business grew, the City of Rock Hill grew as well.  Much of Rock Hill’s successful growth and development is attributed to him and his family.  As they moved their business forward, Rock Hill was brought along, and both shared in the growth and progress that was made; and

Whereas, not only was he celebrated in his home town, but his extraordinary vision and progressive leadership also is renowned on both the state and national levels.  From 1967 to 1991, he served as the director of the United States Telephone Association, and as its president in 1976 and secretary in 1991; and

Whereas, he and his beloved wife, the former Mary Anne Graves, were married on April 22, 1950, and together they reared two fine sons and two wonderful daughters, who blessed them with eleven adoring grandchildren and five great‑grandchildren; and

Whereas, from 1973 until his death, he was a devoted member and elder of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church in America; and

Whereas, as a board member and director of numerous community and business endeavors in Rock Hill, he served the Rock Hill Industrial Park, York County Regional Chamber, and The Catawba School, now Westminster Catawba Christian School; and

Whereas, he served on the board of Visitors for Clemson University in 1996, the Medical University of South Carolina from 1984 to 1989, and Winthrop College from 1988‑1991; and

Whereas, his copious awards and recognition for his myriad of professional and charitable accomplishments culminated in the Order of the Palmetto, the highest award given to civilians in the State, which was conferred on him in 1995; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the legacy of selfless service that Frank S. Barnes gave to the citizens of the South Carolina in the field of telecommunications and for the example of sacrifice and kindness he set for all who knew this outstanding son of the Palmetto State.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, express their profound sorrow upon the passing of Frank Sanders Barnes, Jr., of York County and their sincere appreciation for his outstanding leadership and service in the field of telecommunications, and extend their deepest sympathy to his large and loving family and his many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the family of Frank Sanders Barnes, Jr.
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