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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DOUG MATHIS, ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF OF THE SUMTER FIRE DEPARTMENT, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER FORTY‑TWO YEARS OF OUTSTANDING AND SACRIFICIAL SERVICE, AND TO WISH HIM CONTINUED SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas,  it is altogether fitting and proper that the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina should pause in their deliberations to express their gratitude to Assistant Fire Chief Doug Mathis for his significant contributions to the Sumter Fire Department; and

Whereas, immediately after graduating from high school, he was given the choice between joining the Sumter Fire Department or the Sumter Police Department, and he chose the fire department, fulfilling the lifelong dream of many youngsters to become a fireman; and

Whereas, Assistant Fire Chief Mathis, one of the oldest officers with the fire department at age sixty‑two, has seen many beneficial changes in the fire department, such as the change from rubber uniforms to cotton ones and the construction of more fire stations throughout Sumter County; and

Whereas, after thirty years of service and shortly after being promoted to fire chief, Chief Mathis decided to retire in 2001, but he could not refuse when the fire department asked him to return and serve as assistant fire chief; and

Whereas, aware of the emotional impact that firefighters experience when they respond to crises in their own communities, he tried to help firefighters to deal with those emotions by giving these first responders the opportunity to express them; and 

Whereas, believing there is not a better job in the world, Doug Mathis appreciates the privilege of working with the brave men and women of the Sumter Fire Department; and

Whereas, he plans to retire at the end of June 2014, but he will still be available should the fire department need him again; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the years of unparalleled dedication  that Doug Mathis has devoted to the Sumter Fire Department and wish him many years of enjoyment in his well‑earned retirement.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognize and honor Doug Mathis, Assistant Fire Chief of the Sumter Fire Department, upon the occasion of his retirement after forty‑two years of outstanding and sacrificial service, and wish him continued success and happiness in all his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Assistant Fire Chief Doug Mathis.
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