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THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
	To whom was referred a Concurrent Resolution (H. 4074) 
to memorialize the United States Congress and urge them to pass H.R. 2747, the “Atomic Veterans Service Medal Act”., etc., respectfully
REPORT:
	That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

KATRINA F. SHEALY for Committee.
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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO MEMORIALIZE THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND URGE THEM TO PASS H.R. 2747, THE “ATOMIC VETERANS SERVICE MEDAL ACT”.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, in the aftermath of World War II and during the Cold War, the United States detonated more than 200 above‑ground and undersea nuclear bombs under the surveillance of members of the armed forces; and

Whereas, the atomic testing program included a wide range of experiments, with service members watching from ships or desert trenches, pilots flying planes into mushroom clouds, and other service members observing the blasts underwater while swimming or in a submarine; and

Whereas, troops were exposed to detonations to see how they would react to a nuclear attack and whether equipment would function after a blast; and

Whereas, in 1988, Congress passed legislation to provide compensation to radiation‑exposed veterans who developed any of thirteen types of cancers with the list expanding to cover twenty‑one cancers; and 

Whereas, additional service members were sent to clean up the testing sites, removing radioactive materials before mixing them with cement and burying them. These service members are not eligible for atomic veteran compensation; and

Whereas, despite previous attempts to recognize atomic veterans, the legislation has never made it out of committee. The moment to recognize these veterans is long overdue and it is time to pass the “Atomic Veterans Service Medal Act” to thank those who have suffered as a result of their service to the country. Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring: 

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, memorialize the United States Congress and urge them to pass H.R. 2747, the “Atomic Veterans Service Medal Act”.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to each member of the United States congressional delegation from South Carolina. 
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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