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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTION 14‑7‑1550, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF A COUNTY GRAND JURY FOREMAN TO SWEAR WITNESSES AND OBTAIN ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES, SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF THIRD PARTY SUMMARY, HEARSAY EVIDENCE AS THE SOLE EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO THE COUNTY GRAND JURY FOR INDICTMENT, TO REQUIRE THE PRESENTMENT TO THE COUNTY GRAND JURY OF MATERIAL EVIDENCE, AND TO REQUIRE THE COUNTY GRAND JURY FOREMAN TO NOTE ALL EVIDENCE CONSIDERED BY THE COUNTY GRAND JURY IN THE RECORD.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 14‑7‑1550 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 14‑7‑1550.	(A)	The foreman of the grand jury or acting foreman in the circuit courts of any county of the State may swear the witnesses whose names shall appear on the bill of indictment in the grand jury room.  No witnesses shall be sworn except those who have been listed on the bill of indictment, bound over or subpoenaed in the manner provided by law.  In order to obtain attendance of any witness, the grand jury may proceed as provided by the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure and Sections 19‑9‑10 through 19‑9‑130.
	(B)	No indictment may be true billed if the only evidence presented by the State is summary, hearsay evidence presented by a law enforcement officer or other officer of the State who has not been personally involved in the investigation of the alleged offense.
	(C)	When the State has material documentary, physical, or electronic evidence that has been relied upon in the decision to seek the indictment, that evidence must be presented to the grand jury during the presentment.
	(D)	The grand jury foreman, or acting foreman, shall require any witness testifying before the grand jury to note their name for the record prior to swearing the witness and shall note, or require the witness to note, for the record any documentary, physical, or electronic evidence presented to the grand jury.”

SECTION	2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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