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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 63‑11‑1720, relating to composition of the First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees, so as to include the director of the department of mental health as an ex officio voting member; by amending Section 63‑11‑1725, relating to data sharing initiatives supported by the advisory council, so as to include state, local, and federal funding sources among the sources of data collected by the initiative; and by adding Section 63‑11‑1726 so as to provide All early childhood serving agencies shall participate in the data sharing initiatives supported by the advisory council.

[bookmark: ew_731338c0a]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_9a21a668a][bookmark: dl_b356531b5]SECTION 1.	Section 63‑11‑1720(C)(6) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T63C11N1720_4009c2714][bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720SC_lv1_26c4c3ed5]	(6) the chief executive officer of each of the following shall serve as an ex officio voting member:
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sa_lv2_cc125fc10]			(a) Department of Social Services;
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sb_lv2_ff1ac4668]			(b) Department of Health and Environmental Control;
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sc_lv2_54848fda7]			(c) Department of Health and Human Services;
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sd_lv2_cd00a5860]			(d) Department of Disabilities and Special Needs;
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Se_lv2_ddcc20cad]			(e) State Head Start Collaboration Officer;  and
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sf_lv2_409902b2d]			(f) Children's Trust of South Carolina; and
[bookmark: ss_T63C11N1720Sg_lv2_28d60449a]			(g) Department of Mental Health.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_99748cf66][bookmark: dl_26e6f6367]SECTION 2.	Section 63‑11‑1725(D)(4) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T63C11N1725_7a639e594][bookmark: ss_T63C11N1725SD_lv1_76ffa40c7]	(4) develop recommendations regarding the establishment of a unified data collection system for public early childhood education and development programs, and services, and state, local, and federal funding sources throughout the State;

[bookmark: bs_num_3_9bd78a564][bookmark: dl_8bb1ea96c]SECTION 3.	Chapter 11, Title 63 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T63C11N1726_73b3ec3ff]	Section 63‑11‑1726.	All early childhood serving agencies shall participate in data sharing initiatives supported by the advisory council in furtherance of the requirements listed in Section 63‑11‑1725.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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