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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7‑3‑20, RELATING TO DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT A HAND‑COUNT AUDIT BE CONDUCTED PUBLICLY.

[bookmark: ew_2b1bd7df7]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_9649f6273][bookmark: dl_fc17065e3]SECTION 1.	Section 7‑3‑20(D)(19) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C3N20_5b6984a2d][bookmark: ss_T7C3N20S19_lv1_95c96ecc7]			(19) establish methods of auditing election results, which may include risk‑limiting audits, hand‑count audits, results verification through independent third‑party vendors that specialize in election auditing, ballot reconciliation, or any other method deemed appropriate by the executive director.  Election result audits must be conducted in all statewide elections after the election concludes, but prior to certification by the State Board of Canvassers, and may be performed following any other election held in the State at the discretion of the executive director. A hand‑count audit must be conducted publicly. Once completed, audit reports must be published on the commission's website.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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