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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-112-20, RELATING TO THE DETERMINATION OF IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR PUBLIC COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES, AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES IN THIS STATE, SO AS TO PROVIDE ALL OUT-OF-STATE STUDENTS ARE INELIGIBLE for IN-STATE TUITION RATES UNLESS THEY LIVE IN COUNTIES ABUTTING THE COUNTY IN THIS STATE IN WHICH THE INSTITUTION THEY WANT TO ATTEND IS LOCATED AND THE STATE IN WHICH THEY LIVE RECIPROCATES; BY REPEALING SECTION 59-112-70 RELATING TO ABATEMENTS AND WAIVERS FROM IN-STATE TUITION REQUIREMENTS; BY REPEALING SECTION 59-112-110 RELATING TO IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR GEORGIA RESIDENTS ATTENDING CERTAIN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS IN AIKEN COUNTY; BY REPEALING SECTION 59-112-120 RELATING TO IN-STATE TUITION AT TECHNICAL COLLEGES FOR BORDERING STATE RESIDENTS; BY REPEALING SECTION 59-112-130 RELATING TO FEE WAIVERS FOR OUT-OF-STATE STUDENTS ATTENDING A PUBLIC LAW SCHOOL IN THIS STATE; AND BY REPEALING SECTION 59-112-140 RELATING TO IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR PERSONS ATTENDING THE CATERPILLAR DEALER ACADEMY.

[bookmark: ew_04d906af5]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_2bcaac1aa][bookmark: dl_3babab123]SECTION 1.	Section 59-112-20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C112N20_55ac12bba]	Section 59-112-20.	South Carolina domicile for tuition and fee purposes shall be established as follows in determinations of rates of tuition and fees to be paid by students entering or attending State Institutions:
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20SA_lv1_d0b8ddea4]	(A) Independent persons who reside in and have been domiciled in South Carolina for a period of no less than twelve months with an intention of making a permanent home therein, and their dependents, may be considered eligible for in-state rates.
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20SB_lv1_2167c4361]	(B) Independent persons who reside in and have been domiciled in South Carolina for fewer than twelve months but who have full-time employment in the State, and their dependents, may be considered eligible for in-state rates for as long as such independent person is employed on a full-time basis in the State.
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20SC_lv1_df787061c]	(C) Where an independent person meeting the provisions of Section 59-112-20 B above, is living apart from his spouse, or where such person and his spouse are separated or divorced, the spouse and dependents of such independent person shall have domiciliary status for tuition and fee purposes only under the following circumstances:
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20S1_lv1_2950d41c4]	(1) if the spouse requesting domiciliary status for tuition and fee purposes remains domiciled in South Carolina although living apart or separated from his or her employed spouse;
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20S2_lv1_d7a5bfa37]	(2) if the dependent requesting domiciliary status for tuition and fee purposes is under the legal custody or guardianship, as defined in Section 59-112-10 (I) above, of an independent person who is domiciled in this State; or if such dependent is claimed as an income tax exemption by the parent not having legal custody but paying child-support, so long as either parent remains domiciled in South Carolina.
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20SD_lv2_c2418763a]	(D) The residence and domicile of a dependent minor shall be presumed to be that of the parent of such dependent minor.
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20SE_lv2_e03945342]	(E) Independent persons who reside in and are domiciled in Chatham-Effingham and Bryan County Georgia, and their dependents, may be considered eligible for in-state rates for as long as the Georgia Board of Regents offers its Georgia Tuition Program by which it grants in-state tuition to students residing in the Beaufort and Jasper county area. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all persons domiciled outside of this State are ineligible for in-state tuition rates at a state institution, as defined in Section 59-112-10(A), unless:
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20S1_lv3_c5c04f4e9]		(1) the person is domiciled in a county that:
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20Sa_lv4_4fb3e9b74]			(a) is located in another state; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20Sb_lv4_97bf995f1]			(b) abuts the county where the state institution is located; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C112N20S2_lv3_a073ce376]		(2) a reciprocal agreement exists between this State and the state in which the student is domiciled to provide in-state tuition rates to students domiciled in this State who want to attend a college, university, or technical college located in a county adjacent to the county in this State where the student is domiciled.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_d2f1f3b00]SECTION 2.	Sections 59-112-70, 59-112-110, 59-112-120, 59-112-130, and 59-112-140 of the S.C. Code are repealed.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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