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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING article 27 to chapter 1, title 1 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE STATE OR ITS POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS FROM IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF FEDERAL TREATIES BEFORE THE TREATY IS RATIFIED BY THE UNITED STATEs SENATE.

[bookmark: ew_e53c774d7]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_bf85913fe][bookmark: dl_3e99b2d65]SECTION 1.	Chapter 1, Title 1 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_844312ce8]	Article 27

[bookmark: up_2038055cb]	Federal Treaties

[bookmark: ns_T1C1N1710_5f8733ff3][bookmark: ss_T1C1N1710SA_lv1_14f4faaf9]	Section 1‑1‑1710.	(A)	It is the intent of the General Assembly to defend the State of South Carolina against violations of the United States Constitution and further prevent the subjecting of the sovereignty and rights of the United States of America to the Charter of the United Nations.
[bookmark: ss_T1C1N1710SB_lv1_fd1cf90e8]	(B)	Notwithstanding another provision of law, no state agency, or political subdivision of this State, including school districts, or publicly funded organizations, or any elected or appointed official or employee of the same, may employ state funds, personnel, or facilities to implement the provisions of any treaty that has not received ratification by a two‑thirds vote of the United States Senate as required by the United States Constitution, Article II, Section 2. This section must be expressly applied to any treaty drafted under the framework of “a WHO Convention, Agreement, or Other International Agreement on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness, and Response” or under color of amendments to the International Health Regulations.
[bookmark: ss_T1C1N1710SC_lv1_2757177be]	(C)	A violation of this section raises a cause of action in state court for injunctive and declaratory relief, plus compensatory damages of up to ten thousand dollars per violation, and attorney’s fees. A state agency or political subdivision that publishes a rule, regulation, or guidance recommending or requiring compliance with a provision of a treaty that has not received ratification in the United States Senate bears the burden of proof to show that the rule, regulation, or guidance was developed independent of influence by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO), or the United Nations (UN) and that the treaty was not a factor in determining whether to publish the rule, regulation, or guidance.
[bookmark: ss_T1C1N1710SD_lv1_795367079]	(D)	This section is enacted under the authority of Article VI of the United States Constitution, the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, and the inherent power reserved to South Carolina as a sovereign state.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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