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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS by ENACTing THE “FIRST RESPONDERS COMMUNICATION ACT” BY ADDING SECTION 8‑15‑90 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PUBLIC EMPLOYEE MAY NOT BE PROHIBITED FROM COMMUNICATING WITH AN ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICIAL FOR ANY JOB‑RELATED PURPOSE.

[bookmark: ew_f437b68df]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_01ecfdef7][bookmark: citing_act_4b3ddbf4a]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “First Responders Communication Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_86d4da87d][bookmark: dl_80da4ca97]SECTION 2.	Chapter 15, Title 8 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T8C15N90_b2948ebda][bookmark: up_57c25c884]	Section 8‑15‑90.	(A) A public employee may not be prohibited from communicating with an elected public official for any job‑related purpose.
[bookmark: ss_T8C15N90SB_lv1_6d293dbee]	(B) For purposes of this section, “public employee” means any person providing services for the State of South Carolina, state agencies, counties, municipalities, or subdivisions of such governmental bodies in South Carolina for which compensation is paid.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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