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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 51‑11‑10, RELATING TO THE CREATION, PURPOSE, AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE RECREATION LAND TRUST FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE RECREATION LAND TRUST FUND; BY AMENDING SECTION 51‑11‑20, RELATING TO RESTRICTIONS ON the USE OF the TRUST FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS; BY REPEALING SECTION 51‑11‑30 RELATING TO THE TRANSFER OF THE TRICENTENNIAL FUND; BY REPEALING SECTION 51‑11‑50 RELATING TO APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES; BY ADDING SECTION 51‑23‑15 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR FUNDING OF THE PARKS AND THE RECREATION DEVELOPMENT FUND; BY AMENDING SECTION 51‑23‑20, RELATING TO THE ALLOCATION OF PROCEEDS OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION FUND, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR AN ANNUAL ALLOCATION AMOUNT; AND by adding chapter 24, title 51, so as to CREATE THE STATE TRAILS TRUST FUND.

[bookmark: _Hlk126326243][bookmark: ew_bfe7bacb0]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_sub_A_af7462fea][bookmark: dl_9db783aac]SECTION 1.A. Section 51‑11‑10 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T51C11N10_630d57ead]	Section 51‑11‑10.	There is hereby created the Recreation Land Trust Fund, hereafter referred to as the trust fund, which shall be kept separate from any other funds of the State. The trust fund shall be under the control of and administered by the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism for the purposes of acquiring recreational lands, the development of utilities and roads on lands owned or controlled by the department, and for such related professional and technical services, legal fees, court costs or such other costs as may be involved in the acquisition and development of such lands. Beginning in Fiscal Year 2023‑2024 and each fiscal year thereafter, an amount equal to eleven percent of the general fund portion of admissions tax collected by the State of South Carolina for the previous fiscal year must be funded annually by September first to the Recreation Land Trust Fund. The State Treasurer shall be the custodian of the fund, and all moneys and securities in the fund shall be held in trust by the State Treasurer.

[bookmark: bs_num_1_sub_B_249cb7a21][bookmark: dl_05452ab49]B.	Section 51‑11‑20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T51C11N20_070449e66][bookmark: up_cbe044cf3]	Section 51‑11‑20.	No funds provided for in this chapter shall be expended to acquire property by eminent domain nor shall such funds be expended for any property without the approval of the State Fiscal Accountability Authority or Department of Administration, as applicable. The moneys in the trust fund shall be carried forward each year and used only for the purposes provided for in this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_0b162e4ac]SECTION 2.	Section 51‑11‑30 of the S.C. Code is repealed.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_01903c939]SECTION 3.	Section 51‑11‑50 of the S.C. Code is repealed.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_69aa6a8b6][bookmark: dl_c8d5a8a54]SECTION 4.	Chapter 23, Title 51 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T51C23N15_9aa0d05f5]	Section 51‑23‑15.	Beginning in Fiscal Year 2023‑2024 and each fiscal year thereafter, an amount equal to thirty percent of the general fund portion of admissions tax collected by the State of South Carolina for the previous fiscal year must be funded annually by September first to the Parks and Recreation Development Fund.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_5b6168298][bookmark: dl_e0eb4eb2c]SECTION 5.	Section 51‑23‑20(1) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T51C23N20_c79cec110][bookmark: ss_T51C23N20S1_lv1_b4a626a9e]	(1) Twenty Fifty thousand dollars must be credited to the account of each county area.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_5049f25f2][bookmark: dl_c3fef62ee]SECTION 6.	Title 51 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_6c285b541]	CHAPTER 24

[bookmark: up_f11bba075]	State Trails Trust Fund

[bookmark: ns_T51C24N10_084b2d2de]	Section 51‑24‑10.	There is hereby created the State Trails Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to as the trails fund, which shall be kept separate from any other funds of the State. The trails fund shall be under the control of and administered by the Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism for the purposes of acquiring property or developing trails, and for such related professional and technical services, legal fees, court costs or such other costs as may be involved in the acquisition and development of such lands. The State Treasurer shall be the custodian of the fund, and all moneys and securities in the fund shall be held in trust by the State Treasurer.

[bookmark: ns_T51C24N20_4ec3d51d2]	Section 51‑24‑20.	Beginning in Fiscal Year 2023‑24 and each fiscal year thereafter, an amount equal to eight percent of the general fund portion of admissions tax collected by the State of South Carolina for the previous fiscal year must be funded annually by September first to the trails fund.

[bookmark: ns_T51C24N30_62c542ad1]	Section 51‑24‑30.	The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism may make grants to local governments or non‑profit organizations recognized by the South Carolina Secretary of State from the State Trails Trust Fund for the acquisition or development of recreational trails in accordance with guidelines to be promulgated by the Department.

[bookmark: ns_T51C24N40_aba424aaf]	Section 51‑24‑40.	No funds provided for in this chapter shall be expended to acquire property by eminent domain.  The moneys in the trails fund shall be carried forward each year and used only for the purposes provided for in this chapter.

[bookmark: ns_T51C24N50_51619b00c][bookmark: ns_T51C24N50_f8387bf57]	Section 51‑24‑50.	The Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism shall report by letter to the General Assembly not later than January fifteenth of each year all funds expended pursuant to this chapter for the previous year, including the amount of such funds expended and the uses to which such expenditures were applied.

[bookmark: bs_num_7_3d2a7559c][bookmark: eff_date_section_e0f3ac567]SECTION 7.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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