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A joint Resolution

TO AMEND Sections 3, 8, and 13, ARTICLE V OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE election of supreme court justices, court of appeals judges, and circuit court judges, respectively, all SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT they SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RATHER THAN BEING ELECTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; to amend section 18, article V, relating to vacancies in these judgeships, so as to provide for appointment by the governor upon advice and consent of the general assembly and to delete provisions regarding unexpired terms not exceeding one year; AND TO REPEAL section 27, article v regarding PROVISIONS REQUIRING THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO ESTABLISH A JUDICIAL MERIT SCREENING COMMISSION.

[bookmark: ew_7216eb03c]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_db831ecfc][bookmark: dl_67bb369d8]SECTION 1.	It is proposed that Section 3, Article V of the Constitution of this State be amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_ArtVSec3_eae246fc0]	Section 3. The members of the Supreme Court shall be elected by a joint public vote of the General Assemblyappointed by the Governor, upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly, for a term of ten years, and shall continue in office until their successors shall be elected and qualifiedappointed and confirmed, and shall be classified so that the term of one of them shall expire every two years. In any contested election, the vote of each member of the General Assembly present and voting shall be recorded.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_ee51c1931][bookmark: constitution_voting_1610dae6b]SECTION 2.	The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives. Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:

[bookmark: up_75dce580d]	“Must Section 3, Article V of the Constitution of this State, relating to the election of members of the Supreme Court, be amended so as to provide that Supreme Court justices be appointed by the Governor upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly rather than being elected by the General Assembly?

[bookmark: up_31376a1e7]Yes		o
[bookmark: up_6142edeaa]No		o

[bookmark: up_c44225473]Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

[bookmark: bs_num_3_4b8363aae][bookmark: dl_6533ae6e2]SECTION 3.	It is proposed that Section 8, Article V of the Constitution of this State be amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_ArtVSec8_00cfb21df]	Section 8. The members of the Court of Appeals shall be elected by a joint public vote of the General Assemblyappointed by the Governor, upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly, for a term of six years and shall continue in office until their successors shall be elected and qualifyappointed and confirmed. In any contested election, the vote of each member of the General Assembly present and voting shall be recorded. Provided, that for the first election of members of the Court of Appeals, the General Assembly shall by law provide for staggered terms.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_120ed8329][bookmark: constitution_voting_4176069c4]SECTION 4.	The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:

[bookmark: up_4e3dd65cf]	“Must Section 8, Article V of the Constitution of this State, relating to the election of the members of the Court of Appeals, be amended so as to provide that judges of the Court of Appeals be appointed by the Governor upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly rather than being elected by the General Assembly?

[bookmark: up_9e42c9f55]Yes		o
[bookmark: up_0b48800a5]No		o

[bookmark: up_952fd9b99]Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

[bookmark: bs_num_5_a03fa6074][bookmark: dl_3ca46ca2b]SECTION 5.	It is proposed that Section 13, Article V of the Constitution of this State be amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_ArtVSec13_794e71e18][bookmark: up_be29dd088]	Section 13. The General Assembly shall divide the State into judicial circuits of compact and contiguous territory. For each circuit a judge or judges shall be elected by a joint public vote of the General Assembly; provided, that in any contested election, the vote of each member of the General Assembly present and voting shall be recorded. Heappointed by the Governor, upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly. A circuit court judge shall hold office for a term of six years, and at the time of his electionappointment he shall be an elector of a county of, and during his continuance in office he shall reside in, the circuit of which he is judge.
[bookmark: up_a6c2924d8]	The General Assembly may by law provide for additional circuit judges, to be assigned by the Chief Justice. Such additional circuit judges shall be electedappointed in the same manner and for the same term as provided in the preceding paragraph of this section for other circuit judges, except that residence in a particular county or circuit shall not be a qualification for office.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_78f157485][bookmark: constitution_voting_5d3360d3f]SECTION 6.	The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:

[bookmark: up_494b4a7ed]	“Must Section 13, Article V of the Constitution of this State, relating to the division of the State into circuits and election of circuit court judges, be amended so as to provide that circuit court judges be appointed by the Governor upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly rather than being elected by the General Assembly?

[bookmark: up_4caf2861c]Yes		o
[bookmark: up_cac0f226a]No		o

[bookmark: up_94f6d8635]Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

[bookmark: bs_num_7_993aa3945][bookmark: dl_75868a627]SECTION 7.	It is proposed that Section 18, Article V of the Constitution of this State be amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_ArtVSec18_551f50959]	Section 18. All vacancies in the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or Circuit Court shall be filled by elections as prescribed in Sections 3, 8, and 13 of this article; provided, that if the unexpired term does not exceed one year such vacancy may be filled by the Governor upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly. When a vacancy is filled by either appointment or election, the incumbent shall hold office only for the unexpired term of his predecessor.

[bookmark: bs_num_8_77211e2d4][bookmark: constitution_voting_69940ba2b]SECTION 8.	The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:

[bookmark: up_3b494a9fb]	“Must Section 18, Article V of the Constitution of this State, relating to vacancies in the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or Circuit Court, be amended so as to provide for the filling of a vacancy by the Governor upon the advice and consent of the General Assembly, and delete provisions providing the Governor may only make appointments when an unexpired term does not exceed one year?

[bookmark: up_dcea06902]Yes		o
[bookmark: up_6504c0bd6]No		o

[bookmark: up_c9e3c7738]Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”

[bookmark: bs_num_9_1b7af2306][bookmark: dl_7208580a1]SECTION 9.	It is proposed that Section 27, Article V of the Constitution of this State be repealed, which reads:

[bookmark: cs_ArtVSec27_68a4040a0]	Section 27. In addition to the qualifications for circuit court and court of appeals judges and Supreme Court justices contained in this article, the General Assembly by law shall establish a Judicial Merit Selection Commission to consider the qualifications and fitness of candidates for all judicial positions on these courts and on other courts of this State which are filled by election of the General Assembly. The General Assembly must elect the judges and justices from among the nominees of the commission to fill a vacancy on these courts.
[bookmark: up_626f5f792]	No person may be elected to these judicial positions unless he or she has been found qualified by the commission. Before a sitting member of the General Assembly may submit an application with the commission for his nomination to a judicial office, and before the commission may accept or consider such an application, the member of the General Assembly must first resign his office and have been out of office for a period established by law. Before a member of the commission may submit an application with the commission for his nomination to a judicial office, and before the commission may accept or consider such an application, the member of the commission must not have been a member of the commission for a period to be established by law.

[bookmark: bs_num_10_0a08e4cee][bookmark: constitution_voting_b0a93ac70]SECTION 10.The proposed amendment must be submitted to the qualified electors at the next general election for representatives.  Ballots must be provided at the various voting precincts with the following words printed or written on the ballot:

[bookmark: up_d0e73a081]	“Must Section 27, Article V of the Constitution of this State, relating to the Judicial Merit Selection Commission, be amended so as to repeal the provisions requiring the General Assembly to create the Judicial Merit Selection Commission to review all judicial candidates and provide for its operations?

[bookmark: up_ac4c742a0]Yes		o
[bookmark: up_90c02f016]No		o

[bookmark: up_73081bbf5]Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”	
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